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December 2020 

Dear Friend:  

I am pleased to provide this summary of my officeôs accomplishments during the 116th 

Congress. We worked tirelessly throughout the past two years to advance the priorities of South 

Florida, our state, and nation. I am proud of what we have accomplished and look forward to 

building upon these successes during the next session of Congress.    

 

During the 116th Congress, I introduced 37 bills and resolutions, co-sponsored more than 

1,100 pieces of legislation, and offered a range of amendments to legislation considered on the 

House floor. I successfully secured millions of dollars in additional funding for issues important to 

our community, including cybersecurity, breast cancer research, and Everglades restoration, as well 

as working with my colleagues to pass legislation that will restore Americaôs aging infrastructure. 

 

As Co-Chair and Dean of the Florida Delegation, I convened meetings over the past two 

years to discuss our stateôs needs and advocate for issues of the greatest significance to South 

Florida. As Vice Chairman of the House Committee on Rules, I managed rules on the House Floor 

that concerned high-profile legislation from protecting Floridaôs coastline, enhancing healthcare for 

all Americans, protecting our elections, admitting Washington, D.C. as a state, and police reform 

through the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2020. 

 

I was pleased to author and co-sign hundreds of letters to Florida officials and leaders across 

the globe, assist cities in our region in securing valuable grant funding, and submit over 1,000 

requests for Congressional appropriations and responded to more than 50,000 letters on a wide range 

of topics. My offices helped hundreds of people in my district navigate the federal government to 

secure the benefits they sought. From the Glades to Miramar to Riviera Beach, I am proud to 

represent the 20th district and will continue to advocate for my constituentsô needs. 

 

The 116th Congress was highly productive for the House of Representatives. We passed 

hundreds of bills, many of them bipartisan, on issues ranging from affordable prescription drug 

pricing, protecting the voting rights of all Americans, universal background checks, and much more. 

While the House worked to implement itôs For the People agenda, Mitch McConnell and Senate 

Republicans blocked nearly every piece of legislation we sent them, including bills to reauthorize the 

Violence Against Women Act and the HEROES Act, which would have brought medical and 

economic relief to all Americans as we battle the worst health crisis this country has seen in over a 

century. 

 

We were also required to exercise the powers given to Congress under Article I of the U.S. 

Constitution, to impeach a president for High Crimes and Misdemeanors. We exercised this 

awesome power after extensive investigations revealed that President Donald J. Trump had 

conditioned the release of foreign aid, already granted by Congress, on the recipient foreign 

government assisting in President Trumpôs bid for re-election. 
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As the Second Session of the 116th Congress began, so did a global pandemic. The rapidly 

evolving and deadly, novel coronavirus, now referred to as COVID-19, reached the United States on 

January 20, 2020. The Federal Government, States, and local governments took varying steps to 

mitigate the impact of the pandemic, ranging from the temporary cessation of all international air 

travel, state-wide shelter in place orders, to measures such as ñsocial distancing.ò We in Congress 

were quick to respond with legislation providing funding to fight this deadly virus. On March 6, 

2020 the President signed, the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental 

Appropriations Act, 2020, into law, providing more than $8 billion in new funding to support state 

and local health agencies, vaccine and treatment development, and loans for small businesses. Two 

weeks later, H.R.6201, the Families First Coronavirus Response Act was signed into law, building 

on the successes of the previous legislation with provisions guaranteeing free coronavirus testing, 

establishing paid leave for those affected by the virus, enhancing Unemployment Insurance, 

expanding food security initiatives, and increasing federal Medicaid funding. Then, on March 27, 

2020, H.R.748, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was enacted into 

law. The largest disaster relief and economic stimulus bill in American history, this legislation 

provides more than $2 trillion in economic assistance to bolster the economy and support American 

families.       

 

There are many important challenges still facing our country, including the COVID-19 

pandemic and the economic fallout it has created. Over 200,000 Americans have died from COVID-

19, millions of Americans are out of work and facing eviction, and many small businesses are 

shutting down for good. While 2020 has proven to be a challenging year, America, and the 20th 

district are incredibly resilient, and I know we will recover. I will continue to work hard to promote 

legislation and policies that create jobs, protect our environment, improve educational opportunities 

for our children, and preserve the national security, health and well-being of all Americans. I 

approach every piece of legislation with the attention it rightfully deserves, and when it comes time 

to cast my vote, I rely on both my conscience and my constituentsô views to guide me. I thank you 

for placing your trust in me to represent you in Washington. I look forward to continuing to advocate 

for our community in the 117th Congress. With warm and personal regards, I remain, 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Alcee L. Hastings 

Member of Congress 
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Legislation Introduced 
 

I proudly introduced 37 bills and resolutions in the 116th Congress. Below, please find descriptions 

of the legislation I introduced. 

 

1/03/2019 H.R.180, the Build America Act of 2019 

 

Description: Transitions two discretionary grant programs, the Transportation 

Investment Generating Economic Recovery Grant Program (TIGER Grants) and 

the Capital Investment Grant Program (CIG), into mandatory programs and 

upscales their funding award $120 billion in merit-based infrastructure funding 

over the coming decade. The legislation increases the motor vehicle fuel excise 

tax by 35 cents to fully fund these programs and the Department of 

Transportationôs Highway Trust Fund. 

 

Cosponsors: 12 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and 

Hazardous Materials. 

  
1/10/2019 H.R.462, the Everglades for the Next Generation Act 

 

Description: Authorizes the Department of the Army, after completing an 

implementation report prepared for a project under the Comprehensive 

Everglades Restoration Plan and without any further congressional authorization, 

to carry out: (1) any project identified in the plan for which a project 

implementation report is completed that is in accordance with an integrated 

delivery schedule approved by the Corps of Engineers and the South Florida 

Water Management District, provided that the report is completed by five years 

after the date of the enactment of this bill; and (2) any group of projects under 

the plan that the Corps determines will provide regional or watershed ecosystem 

or water supply benefits if constructed in accordance with a project 

implementation report approved by the Corps and the district by such date. 

 

Cosponsors: 7 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and 

Environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

116th Congress 
  6 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

1/17/2019 H.Con.Res.5, Expressing support for temporary protected status for Haitian 

nationals currently residing in the United States, and for other purposes. 

 

Description: Expresses support for granting temporary protected status to 

Haitian nationals currently residing in the United States, and the Haitian people 

and government as they work to rebuild from years of natural disasters, 

economic hardship, and political turmoil. 

 

Cosponsors: 10 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship. 

  
1/17/2019 H.R.666, the Haitian Educational Empowerment Act of 2019 

 

Description: Directs the Department of State to establish a scholarship program 

for eligible Haitian students who were enrolled as full-time students in a Haitian 

or U.S. university or institution of higher education, and whose studies were 

interrupted as a result of the January 12, 2010 earthquake or the October 2016 

hurricane. The legislation authorizes the State Department to make grants to 

institutions of higher education that have enrolled a significant number of 

Haitian students who were enrolled as full-time students in a Haitian university 

at the time of the earthquake or hurricane. 

 

Cosponsors: 13 

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

  
1/23/2019 H.R.727, the Ending Corporal Punishment in Schools Act of 2019 

 

Description: Amends the General Education Provisions Act to prohibit the 

Department of Education (ED) from providing funding to any state or local 

educational agency (LEA) that allows its school personnel to inflict corporal 

punishment upon a student. ED may award three-year grants to states or LEAs to 

assist them with improving school climate and culture. Grants must be used to 

implement school-wide positive behavior programs. 

 

Cosponsors: 15 

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor. 
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1/29/2019 H.R.849, the Civics Learning Act of 2019 

 

Description: Amends the Education and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to 

increase funding for innovative and evidence-based civics learning and teaching 

programs. This bill aims to empower local schools to develop a curriculum 

tailored to their individual needs that will increase civic knowledge among the 

electorate, boost civic participation, and thus strengthen our democracy. 

 

Recognizing that most civics programs focus on high school teachers and 

students, this bill would ensure funding for elementary, middle, and high school 

programs in order to create a lasting foundation for civic knowledge. In addition, 

this bill would prioritize funding for high-need schools, underserved populations, 

and low-access areas such as rural or inner-city communities. 

 

Cosponsors: 78 

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor. 

  
2/19/2019 H.Res.138, Expressing support for addressing the Arab-Israeli conflict in a 

concurrent track with the Israeli-Palestinian peace process and commending 

Arab and Muslim-majority states that have improved bilateral relations with 

Israel. 

 

Description: Expresses support for the concurrent-track approach to the Israeli-

Palestinian Peace Process, which encourages Arab and other Muslim-majority 

states to improve bilateral relations with Israel while at the same time seeking to 

advance a negotiated two-state resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The 

resolution reaffirms American commitment to a two-state solution, commends 

Arab and Muslim-majority states that have taken steps to improve bilateral 

relations with the State of Israel, and urges the resumption of bilateral 

negotiations between the State of Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 

 

Cosponsors: 37 

Latest Action: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Unanimous Consent. 
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2/25/2019 H.R.1345, the Restoring the Partnership for County Health Care Costs Act of 

2019 

 

Description: Amends titles XVI, XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the Social Security 

Act to remove limitations on Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, and CHIP benefits for 

persons in custody pending disposition of charges. 

 

Cosponsors: 27 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

  
3/06/2019 H.R.1564, the Outpatient Mental Health Modernization Act of 2019 

 

Description: Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act to cover 

nutritional planning, meals, and transportation as partial-hospitalization services 

under Medicare. 

 

Cosponsors: 4 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

  
3/12/2019 H.R.1691, the Teacher Victims' Family Assistance Act of 2019 

 

Description: Directs the Secretary of Education to provide assistance to the 

immediate family members of K-12 teachers or other school employees who are 

killed during their performance of duties at a public or private school. 

 

In so doing, the bill provides victimsô families with: (1) funeral assistance; (2) a 

death benefit payment to the surviving spouse, dependent child, or other next of 

kin; (3) monthly living assistance for the surviving spouse until death or 

remarriage and for each dependent child until age 18; and (4) undergraduate 

education assistance for each dependent child. 

 

Cosponsors: 9 

Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition 

to the Committee on Education and Labor. 
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3/14/2019 H.R.1787, the Corey Jones Act 

 

Description: Prohibits the award of Community Oriented Policing Services 

(COPS) grant funding to local police departments that do not prohibit plain-

clothes officers from engaging in routine traffic stops in unmarked vehicles. The 

legislation is named after Corey Jones, a resident of Lake Worth, who was shot 

and killed by a plain-clothes law enforcement officer operating an unmarked 

vehicle during the early hours of October 18, 2015. 

 

Cosponsors: 23 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and 

Homeland Security. 

  
3/26/2019 H.R.1877, the African Descent Affairs Act of 2019 

 

Description: Directs the Department of State to establish an Office of Global 

African Descent Affairs, to be headed by the Director and Special Advisor to the 

Secretary on Global African Descent Affairs. Functions of the office include: 1) 

advising the Secretary of State and directing policies, programs, and funding 

relating to the human rights and the advancement of people of African descent 

internationally, 2) developing and managing the Fund for African Descent 

Affai rs to invest in solutions to combat racial discrimination and create 

economic and other opportunities for people of African descent internationally, 

3) directing U.S. government resources to respond to needs for protection, 

integration, resettlement, and empowerment of people of African descent in U.S. 

policies and international programs, and 4) compiling an annual report on U.S. 

government activities relating to people of African descent. 

 

Cosponsors: 7 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global 

Human Rights, and International Organizations. 

  
3/26/2019 H.Res.256, Recognizing people of African descent and Black Europeans. 

 

Description: Celebrates the collective history and achievements made by people 

of African descent, reaffirms the importance of inclusion and the full and equal 

participation of people of African descent around the world in all aspects of 

political, economic, social, and cultural life, and recognizes that, as a result of 

their skin color and ancestry, many Black Europeans have wrongfully 

experienced injustices in the public and private sector. 

 

Cosponsors: 3 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia, Energy and 

the Environment. 
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4/02/2019 H.R.2032, the Donate for Disaster Relief Act of 2019 

 

Description: Amends the Internal Revenue Code to allow individual taxpayers 

to designate an amount (not less than $1) of any overpayment of income tax to a 

Disaster Relief Fund, established by this bill, for the purpose of providing relief 

for major disasters declared under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 

Emergency Assistance Act. 

 

Cosponsors: (2) 

Committees: Transportation and Infrastructure; Ways and Means 

Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition 

to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

  
4/04/2019 H.Res.292, Celebrating the heritage of Romani Americans. 

 

Description: Expresses remembrance for the genocide of Roma by Nazi 

Germany and its Axis partners and commemorates the 75th anniversary of the 

destruction of the commends the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum for its role 

in promoting the remembrance of the Holocaust and education about the 

genocide of Roma; and expresses support for International Roma Day as an 

opportunity to honor the culture, history, and heritage of the Romani people in 

the United States. 

 

Cosponsors: 2 

Latest Action: Re-referred to the Subcommittee for Indigenous Peoples of the 

United States. 

 

4/04/2019 H.R.2099, the Wildlife VET Act 

 

Description: Authorizes the Department of the Interior to award grants to 

wildlife or veterinary institutions to create additional clinical and research 

positions for wildlife and zoological veterinarians. Preference must be given to 

institutions that will create positions in areas of need, including wildlife disease 

research and training, disease surveillance, ecology and wildlife population 

management, and conservation and management of the health of endangered, 

threatened, and sensitive species. 

 

Cosponsors: 15 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Livestock and Foreign 

Agriculture. 
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4/09/2019 H.Res.297, Supporting the goals and ideals of Jubilee Day. 

 

Description: Recognizes the contributions of the Jubilee Singers to the musical 

landscape of the United States and supports the goals and ideals of Jubilee Day. 

 

Cosponsors: 9 

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor. 

  
5/07/2019 H.R.2550, the Prevent BLEEDing Act of 2019 

 

Description: Amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to expand access to 

Bleeding Control Kits (BCKs) in public gathering places across the country and 

authorizes the use of Homeland Security Grant Program funding for states to 

purchase and distribute anti-blood loss supplies to schools, places of worship, 

shopping malls, and other public gathering places, and to support training on the 

proper use of such supplies.  

 

Cosponsors: 28 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, 

Response, and Recovery. 

  
6/10/2019 H.R.3166, To direct the Secretary of Defense to modernize certain forms and 

surveys of the Department of Defense, and for other purposes. 

 

Description: Requires the Secretary of the Department of Defense (DoD) to 

review and update in-use documents containing terms or classifications deemed 

to be racially or ethnically insensitive. 

 

Cosponsors: 56 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. Senate 

companion legislation introduced as S.1761 on June 10, 2019. Adopted as an 

Amendment to H.R.2500, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 2020. Modified provisions included in the Conference Agreement to 

S.1760, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (P.L.116-

92). 
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6/13/2019 H.R.3272, the Services for Ending Long-Term Homelessness Act 

 

Description: Amends the Public Health Service Act to require the Substance 

Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to design 

national strategies to address chronic homelessness. This legislation seeks to end 

the problem of unstable housing through matching grants providing mental 

health services, substance use disorder treatment, and other services designed to 

help individuals and families make progress toward self-sufficiency. 

 

Cosponsors: 15 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

  
7/30/2019 H.R.4112, To designate Haiti under section 244 of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act to permit nationals of Haiti to be eligible for temporary 

protected status under such section during and after the pendency of certain 

litigation, and for other purposes. 

 

Description: Designates Haiti as a temporary protected status (TPS) country 

from this bill's enactment date to at least 18 months after the conclusion of two 

lawsuits challenging the President's decision to terminate Haiti's TPS 

designation. (Nationals of a TPS-designated country shall have work 

authorization and may not be removed from the United States while the 

designation is in effect.) 

 

Cosponsors: 11 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship. 

  
9/09/2019 H.Res.548, Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 205) to amend the 

Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 to permanently extend the 

moratorium on leasing in certain areas of the Gulf of Mexico; providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 1146) to amend Public Law 115-97 (commonly 

known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act) to repeal the Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge oil and gas program, and for other purposes; and providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 1941) to amend the Outer Continental Shelf 

Lands Act to prohibit the Secretary of the Interior including in any leasing 

program certain planning areas, and for other purposes. 

 

Description: Rule providing for consideration of the listed bills. 

 

Cosponsors: 0 

Latest Action: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without 

objection. 
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9/13/2019 H.R.4330, the TRAP Act of 2019 

 

Description: Establishes requirements related to U.S. cooperation with 

International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) communications and 

requires reports on countries that abuse INTERPOL communications for 

political motives and other unlawful purposes.  

 

Cosponsors: 9 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and 

Homeland Security. 

 

9/18/2019 H.R.4388, the Human Trafficking and Exploitation Prevention Training Act 

of 2019 

 

Description: Amends the Public Health Service Act to provide for the 

implementation of curricula for training students, teachers, and school personnel 

to understand, recognize, prevent, and respond to signs of human trafficking and 

exploitation in children and youth. 

 

Cosponsors: 24 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

  
9/26/2019 H.Con.Res.66, Urging all nations to outlaw the dog and cat meat trade and to 

enforce existing laws against such trade. 

 

Description: Calls for an end to the dog and cat meat industry and urges all 

nations to outlaw the dog and cat meat trade. Affirms the commitment of the 

United States to the protection of animals around the world. 

 

Cosponsors: 1 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Livestock and Foreign 

Agriculture. 

  
10/22/2019 H.Res.650, Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4617) to amend the 

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to clarify the obligation to report acts 

of foreign election influence and require implementation of compliance and 

reporting systems by Federal campaigns to detect and report such acts, and for 

other purposes. 

 

Description: Rule providing for consideration of the underlying legislation. 

 

Cosponsors: 0 

Latest Action: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without 

objection. 
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10/31/2019 H.Con.Res.71, Urging all nations to outlaw the dog and cat meat trade and to 

enforce existing laws against such trade. 

 

Description: Calls for an end to the dog and cat meat industry and urges all 

nations to outlaw the dog and cat meat trade. Affirms the commitment of the 

United States to the protection of animals around the world. 

 

Cosponsors: 47 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Livestock and Foreign 

Agriculture. 

  
12/13/2019 H.R.5431, The FAA Family and Medical Leave Act 

 

Description: Ensures that employees of the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA) are extended the same paid parental leave benefits afforded to other 

government employees under the conference report for the National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2020. 

 

Cosponsors: 9 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Aviation. 

  
3/12/2020 H.R.6240, The Federal Jobs Act 

 

Description: Establishes a Government-wide initiative to promote diversity and 

inclusion in the Federal workforce. 

 

Cosponsors: 5 

Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Oversight and Reform, and in 

addition to the Committees on House Administration, and the Judiciary. 

  
3/12/2020 H.R.6239, The LITE Act 

 

Description: Establishes the Leadership Institute for Transatlantic Engagement 

to develop a diverse community of transatlantic leaders at all levels of 

government, including emerging leaders, committed to democratic institutions. 

 

Cosponsors: 5 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global 

Human Rights, and International Organizations. 
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6/11/2020 H.R.7169, the National Defense Net Zero Review Act of 2020 

 

Description: Refocuses the Department of Defense (DoD) on pursuing 

initiatives to achieve net zero, typically focused on efforts to produce more 

energy from renewable sources on military installations, limit consumption of 

water in order to not deplete local watersheds, and to reduce, reuse, and recover 

waste to prevent unnecessary additions to landfills. This legislation commissions 

two studies from the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), expands 

the DoDôs requirements for reporting on emissions, and requires the Secretary of 

the DoD to publish a master plan for an integrated net zero strategy. 

 

Cosponsors: 0 

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services. Major 

provisions adopted by Amendment to H.R.6395, the William M. (Mac) 

Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  
6/18/2020 H.R.7250, the Farm-to-Market Road Repair Act of 2020 

 

Description: Expands eligibility for the Surface Transportation Block Grant 

program to include rural roads that serve to transport agriculture products from 

farms or ranches to the marketplace. 

 

Cosponsors: 0 

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. Major 

provisions adopted by amendment in modified form to H.R.2, the Moving 

Forward Act. 
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6/24/2020 H.Res.1017, Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 51) to provide for the 

admission of the State of Washington, D.C. into the Union; providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 1425) to amend the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act to provide for a Improve Health Insurance Affordability 

Fund to provide for certain reinsurance payments to lower premiums in the 

individual health insurance market; providing for consideration of the bill 

(H.R. 5332) to amend the Fair Credit Reporting Act to ensure that consumer 

reporting agencies are providing fair and accurate information reporting in 

consumer reports, and for other purposes; providing for consideration of the 

bill (H.R. 7120) to hold law enforcement accountable for misconduct in court, 

improve transparency through data collection, and reform police training and 

policies; providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 7301) to prevent 

evictions, foreclosures, and unsafe housing conditions resulting from the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and for other purposes; providing for consideration of 

the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 90) providing for congressional disapproval 

under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the 

Office of the Comptroller of the Currency relating to "Community 

Reinvestment Act Regulations"; and for other purposes. 

 

Description: Rule providing for consideration of the listed bills. 

 

Cosponsors: 0 

Latest Action: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without 

objection. 

  
10/09/2020 H.R.8558, the Comprehensive Breast Reconstruction Act of 2020 

 

Description: Amends the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 

provide for health coverage of nipple-areolar complex tattooing in connection 

with reconstructive surgery following mastectomy and to amend titles XVIII and 

XIX of the Social Security Act to extend coverage of certain breast 

reconstructive services following mastectomy under the Medicare and Medicaid 

programs. 

 

Cosponsors: 11 

Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 

addition to the Committees on Ways and Means, and Education and Labor. 
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10/13/2020 H.R.8587, the Congress Commission Act 

 

Description: Establishes a commission to make recommendations on the 

appropriate size of membership of the House of Representatives and the method 

by which Members are elected. 

 

Cosponsors: 4 

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. 

 

10/20/2020 H.R.8633, the Humane Research and Testing Act of 2020 

 

Description: Establishes the National Center for Alternatives to Animals in 

Research and Testing (Center) under the National Institutes of Health (NIH).The 

Center will be dedicated to increasing transparency and understanding regarding 

the use of animals in medical research and testing to ultimately reduce the 

number of animals utilized in such practices. The bill would allow the NIH to 

develop, fund, and execute a plan to record an accurate account of animals used 

in testing and research and to incentivize the use of non-animal methods by 

educating and training scientists to utilize alternative ñhuman relevantò 

methods.  

 

Cosponsors: 3 

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

 

10/27/2020 H.R.8690, the Armed Forces Deferred Tax Relief Act 

 

Description: Directs the Secretary of Defense to compensate members of the 

Armed Forces for certain taxes deferred pursuant to Internal Revenue Service 

Notice 2020-65. 

 

Cosponsors: 1 

Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Armed Services, and in addition to 

the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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Amendments Offered 

 

I sponsored and cosponsored a total of 42 amendments during the 116th Congress. Below, please 

find descriptions of these amendments: 

 

1/15/2019 An amendment stating that none of the funds in this bill for the Army Corps of 

Engineers or Department of Homeland Security may be used to plan, develop, 

or construct the border wall. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 268, the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2019 

Offered by: Rep. McGovern (D-MA)  

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 6 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 230-197. 

 

3/05/2019 An amendment requiring states to submit a report to Congress not later than 

120 days after the end of a Federal election cycle regarding the number of 

ballots invalidated by signature mismatch, the attempts to contact voters to 

provide notice, and the cure process and results. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 1, the For the People Act of 2019 

Cosponsors: Rep. Deutch (D-FL) 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote.  

  
6/10/2019 An amendment stating that none of the funds made available by this Act may 

be used to issue a permit under section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act for the discharge of dredged or fill material from a project within 

Water Conservation Areas in the Everglades. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2740, the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, 

Defense, State, Foreign Operations, and Energy and Water Development 

Appropriations Act, 2020 

Offered by: Rep. Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 5 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 233-200. 

 

6/18/2019 An amendment stating that none of the funds made available by this Act may 

be used to relocate the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrationôs 

Southeast Fisheries Science Center from Virginia Key, Florida. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 3055, the Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2020, 

and Further Health Extenders Act of 2019 

Offered by: Rep. Shalala (D-FL) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 8 others. 

Last Action: Not made in order. 
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6/18/2019 An amendment preventing funds from being used to conduct oil and gas lease 

sales, preleasing activities or seismic air gun testing off the coasts of Florida. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 3055, the Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2020, 

and Further Health Extenders Act of 2019 

Offered by: Rep. Buchanan (R-FL) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 11 others. 

Last Action: Not made in order. 

  
6/18/2019 An amendment prohibiting any funds from being expended by the Department 

of the Interior to conduct oil and gas pre-leasing, leasing, and related activities 

in outer continental shelf planning areas around Florida. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 3055, the Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2020, 

and Further Health Extenders Act of 2019 

Offered By: Rep. Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

Cosponsored: Rep. Hastings and 21 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 252-178. 

  
7/09/2019 An amendment that provides 12 weeks of paid family leave to federal 

employees for qualified purposes listed under the Family Medical Leave Act. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2500, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY2020 

Offered By: Rep. Maloney, C. (D-NY) 

Cosponsored: Rep. Hastings and 46 others. 

Last Action: Not made in order. 

  
7/12/2019 An amendment requiring contractors to submit total Independent Research 

and Development spending to the Defense Technical Information Center, who 

will provide access to the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and 

Engineering, the Director of the Defense Contract Audit Agency, and Director 

of the Defense Contract Management Agency. Further, it requires the Under 

Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering to report to Congress on 

the cost expended and trends related to Independent Research and 

Development spending. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2500, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY2020 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 
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7/12/2019 An amendment requiring contractors to submit total Bid and Proposal 

spending to the Director of the Defense Contract Audit Agency, who will 

provide access to the Principal Director for Defense Pricing and Contracting 

to fulfill DoD reporting requirements. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2500, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY2020 

Last Action: Agree to by voice vote. 

 

7/12/2019 An amendment repealing the Defense Cost Accounting Standards Board as 

duplicative of the Cost Accounting Standards Board under the Office of 

Procurement Policy. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2500, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY2020 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote.  

  
7/12/2019 An amendment expressing the sense of Congress that the United States has 

strong and enduring interests in the security and prosperity of Oceania and the 

Western Pacific region and should expeditiously begin negotiations on the 

renewal of the Compacts of Free Association (COFA). 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2500, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY2020 

Cosponsors: Rep. Case (D-HI), Rep. Sablan (D-MP), Rep. San Nicolas (D-GU), 

Rep. Radewagen (R-AS), and Rep. Gabbard (D-HI) 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote.  

    

7/12/2019 An amendment establishing a joint Military Transition Outreach Pilot 

Program for contacting service-members 30, 60, and 90 days post-separation 

and/or retirement from active duty, to improve communication between the 

veteran and DoD related to benefits and other general concerns. 

Amendment to: H.R. 2500, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY2020 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 

 

9/09/2019 An amendment codifies the Well Control Rule and the Production Safety 

Systems Rule in their original forms. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 205, the Protecting and Securing Florida's Coastline Act 

of 2019 

Offered by: Rep. Crist (D-FL)   

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 8 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 
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11/19/2019 An amendment including procedures to provide information about available 

trauma and related counseling for employees in reporting, incident response, 

and post-incident investigation procedures. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 1309, the Workplace Violence Prevention for Health Care 

and Social Service Workers Act 

Offered by:   Rep. DeSaulnier (D-CA) 

Cosponsor:   Rep. Hastings 

Last Action:  Agreed to by voice vote. 

  
11/22/2019 An amendment requiring covered employers to email their organization's 

workplace violence prevention plan to the organization's staff, following 

completion of annual training. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 1309, the Workplace Violence Prevention for Health Care 

and Social Service Workers Act 

Cosponsors: Rep. DeSaulnier (D-CA) 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 

  
12/09/2019 An amendment clarifying that Section 323, the Climate Change Adaptation 

Preparedness and Response Program, includes projects to address harmful 

algal blooms. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 729, the Coastal and Great Lakes Communities 

Enhancement Act  

Offered by: Rep. Crist (D-FL) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 3 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 297-121. 

  
12/11/2019 An amendment expanding the list of eligible activities under the Climate 

Change Adaptation Preparedness and Response Program to include those that 

address hypoxia and toxic algae blooms. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 729, the Coastal and Great Lakes Communities 

Enhancement Act  

Last Action: Withdrawn.  

  
12/11/2019 An amendment including coral reefs as eligible under the National Fish 

Habitat Conservation Through Partnerships program. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 729, the Coastal and Great Lakes Communities 

Enhancement Act 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 249-166. 

  



 
 

116th Congress 
  22 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

12/11/2019 An amendment expanding the list of eligible activities for the award of Coastal 

Climate Change Adaptation Project Implementation Grants to include projects 

to address the immediate and long-term degradation or loss of coral and coral 

reefs. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 729, the Coastal and Great Lakes Communities 

Enhancement Act 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 249-166. 

    

12/11/2019 An amendment extending Paid Parental Leave provisions to employees of the 

FAA not covered under Title 5 

 

Amendment to: Conference Report to Accompany S. 1790, the National 

Defense Authorization Act, FY2020 

Last Action: Withdrawn. 

 

2/05/2020 An amendment increasing funding to conduct a study on the impacts on 

educational attainment, long-term economic opportunities and well-being of 

students from Puerto Rico who have had to disrupt or change their 

educational path due to a natural disaster. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 5687, the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations for 

Disaster Relief and Puerto Rico Disaster Tax Relief Act, 2020 

Sponsored by: Rep. Shalala (D-FL) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 3 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 297-121. 

  
2/26/2020 An amendment removing menthol from the prohibition on flavoring for 

tobacco products that are not electronic nicotine delivery systems. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2339, the Protecting American Lungs and Reversing the 

Youth Tobacco Epidemic Act of 2020 

Offered by: Rep. Butterfield (D-NC)  

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 8 others. 

Last Action: Not made in order. 

  
6/29/2020 An amendment requiring the Treasury Department to provide states with 

records relating to the purchase, ownership of the bond, bond serial numbers 

as well as any records sufficient to allow States to redeem the bond for full 

value, even if the bond is lost, destroyed, or not in the possession of the State. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2, the INVEST in America Act [Moving Forward Act] 

Offered by: Rep. Estes (R-KS) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 7 others. 

Last Action: Withdrawn. 
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7/01/2020 An amendment expanding eligibility for the Surface Transportation Block 

Grant program to include rural roads that serve to transport agriculture 

products from farms or ranches to the marketplace. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2, the INVEST in America Act [Moving Forward Act] 

Cosponsors: Rep. Mast (R-FL) 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote.  

 

7/01/2020 An amendment requiring the Comptroller General of the United States to 

study high-speed internet connectivity in Federally assisted housing and 

requires the Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 

to submit a master plan to Congress for retrofitting these buildings and units 

as necessary to support broadband service. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2, the INVEST in America Act [Moving Forward Act] 

Cosponsors: Rep. Clarke (D-NY) 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 

  
7/01/2020 An amendment clarifying that airports that have received records of decision 

under the FAAôs Airport Investment Partnership Program are eligible for 

existing loan guarantee authority under the CARES Act. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 2, the INVEST in America Act [Moving Forward Act] 

Last Action: Withdrawn. 

  
7/17/2020 An amendment adding language from the previously passed HR 205 (last 

September) and would permanently extend the prohibition against oil/gas 

leasing, drilling, and exploration in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, which is 

presently covered by GOMESA, but is currently slated to end June 30, 2022. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Offered by: Rep. Gaetz (R-FL) 

Cosponsors: Rep Hastings and 17 others. 

Last Action: Withdrawn. 

  
7/17/2020 An amendment requiring the Treasury Department to provide states with 

records relating to the purchase, ownership of the bond, bond serial numbers 

as well as any records sufficient to allow States to redeem the bond for full 

value, even if the bond is lost, destroyed, or not in the possession of the State. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Offered By: Rep. Estes (R-KS) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 6 others. 

Last Action: Not made in order. 
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7/17/2020 An amendment adding the Robert Levinson Hostage Recovery and Hostage-

Taking Accountability Act, which codifies US government hostage recovery 

and response policy, increases US government support to families of hostages, 

and authorizes sanctions against those who engage in hostage-taking. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Offered By: Rep. Deutch 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 3 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by recorded vote: 336-71. 

  
7/17/2020 An amendment providing coverage of the treatment of eating disorders for 

Active Duty and dependents under the TRICARE program. The services 

include both inpatient and outpatient care and shall be furnished without 

regard to age of a military dependent or whether there is a primary diagnosis 

of the disorder. The amendment strengthens existing guidance on the 

treatment of eating disorders as a health condition requiring a $1M offset. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Offered by: Rep. Moulton (D-MA)  

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 18 others. 

Last Action: Not made in order. 

  
7/17/2020 An amendment to the DOD 1033 program to prohibit certain weapons of war 

from being transferred from the military to local police departments. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Offered by: Rep. Johnson (D-GA) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 23 others. 

Last Action: Not made in order. 

  
7/21/2020 An amendment expressing the sense of Congress that the decision to withdraw 

from the Treaty on Open Skies did not comply with Section 1234(a) of the 

2020 National Defense Authorization Act and that confidence and security 

building measures remain vital to the strategic interests of our NATO allies 

and partners 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Cosponsors: Rep. Panetta (D-CA) and Rep. Kennedy (D-MA)  

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 

  
7/21/2020 An amendment establishing a Center of Excellence for Countering Political 

Warfare. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Last Action: Withdrawn. 
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7/21/2020 An amendment establishing the Leadership Institute for Transatlantic 

Engagement with the purpose of developing a diverse community of 

transatlantic leaders, including emerging leaders, at all levels of government, 

committed to democratic institutions. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Last Action: Not made in order. 

  
7/21/2020 An amendment expressing the sense of Congress that the Department of 

Defense should develop an integrated master plan for pursuing Net Zero 

initiatives and reductions in fossil fuels. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Last Action:  Agreed to by voice vote.  

    

7/21/2020 An amendment permanently extends the prohibition against oil/gas leasing, 

drilling, and exploration in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, which is presently 

covered by GOMESA, but is currently slated to end June 30, 2022. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 6395, the National Defense Authorization Act, FY 2021 

Cosponsors: Rep. Gaetz (R-FL), Rep. Castor (D-FL), Rep. Rooney (R-FL), Rep 

Shalala (D-FL), Rep. Buchanan (R-FL), Rep. Soto (D-FL), Rep. Bilirakis (R-

FL), Rep. Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL), Rep. Mast (R-FL), Rep. Crist (D-FL), Rep. 

Posey (R-FL), Rep. Frankel (D-FL), Rep. Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), Rep. 

Deutch (D-FL), Rep Murphy (D-FL), Rep Wilson (D-FL), Rep. Lawson (D-FL), 

and Rep. Rutherford (R-FL) 

Last Action: Withdrawn. 

  
7/24/2020 

 

An amendment increases and decreases $10 million in Economic Support 

Fund funding for programs benefiting the Ethiopian-Israeli community. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 7608, the State, Foreign Operations, Agriculture, Rural 

Development, Interior, Environment, Military Construction, and Veterans 

Affairs Appropriations Act, 2021 

Cosponsors: Rep. McGovern (D-MA), Rep. Raskin (D-MD), and Rep. Deutch 

(D-FL) 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

116th Congress 
  26 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

7/28/2020 An amendment preventing funds made available by this Act from being used to 

implement, enforce, or otherwise give effect to the rule entitled óóReligious 

Exemptions and Accommodations for Coverage of Certain Preventive Services 

Under the Affordable Care Actôô (83 Fed. Reg. 57536), or the rule entitled 

óóMoral Exemptions and Accommodations for Coverage of Certain Preventive 

Services Under the Affordable Care Actôô (83 Fed.9 Reg. 57592). 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 7617, the Defense, Commerce, Justice, Science, Energy 

and Water Development, Financial Services and General Government, 

Homeland Security, Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, 

Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2021 

Offered by: Rep. Frankel (D-FL) 

Cosponsored: Rep. Hastings and 88 others. 

Last Action: Withdrawn. 

  
7/28/2020 An amendment that increases and decreases School Improvement Programs 

funding by $1 million to emphasize the need for additional funding for the 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Actôs Education for Homeless Children 

and Youth program (EHCY). 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 7617, the Defense, Commerce, Justice, Science, Energy 

and Water Development, Financial Services and General Government, 

Homeland Security, Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, 

Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2021 

Offered by: Rep. Panetta (D-CA) 

Cosponsors: Rep. Hastings and 3 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 

  
7/30/2020 An amendment preventing funds from being used by the Department of Labor 

to implement a new interpretation regarding H-2A applications for 

agricultural guest workers until the Department of Labor and Department of 

Agriculture conduct a study assessing the economic and workforce impact of 

the new interpretation involving employers operating as farm labor 

contractors seeking to employ H-2A truck drivers to transport agricultural 

products from the fields to other locations for packing, storage, and 

processing. The Department of Labor must freeze new interpretation until 

report is provided to the Committee. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 7617, the Defense, Commerce, Justice, Science, Energy 

and Water Development, Financial Services and General Government, 

Homeland Security, Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, 

Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2021 

Cosponsors: Rep. Diaz-Balart (R-FL), Rep. Higgins (R-LA), Rep. Rutherford 

(R-FL), Rep. Abraham (R-LA)  

Last Action: Withdrawn. 
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7/30/2020 An amendment providing an additional $500,000 for civics education, split 

equally between American History and Civics Academies, and American 

History and Civics National Activities. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 7617, the Defense, Commerce, Justice, Science, Energy 

and Water Development, Financial Services and General Government, 

Homeland Security, Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, 

Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2021 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 

  
9/21/2020 An amendment establishing a $1 billion dollar a year Climate Smart Ports 

program at EPA to provide grants for ports and port users to invest in zero 

emissions technology for cargo handling equipment, drayage trucks, and 

harbor craft. The program also supports the development of shore power and 

clean energy microgrids at ports. 

 

Amendment to: H.R. 4447, the Expanding Access to Sustainable Energy Act of 

2019 [Clean Economy Jobs and Innovation Act] 

Offered by: Rep. Barragán (D-CA) 

Cosponsored: Rep. Hastings and 9 others. 

Last Action: Agreed to by voice vote. 
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Committee Memberships 

 

House Committee on Rules 

Vice Chairman 

 

House Committee on Rules 

Subcommittee on Legislative and Budget Process 

Chairman 

 

U.S. Helsinki Commission 

Chairman 

 

 

Caucus Memberships 

 

 

Congressional Caucus 

on Homelessness  

Co-Founder/Co-

Chairman 

Congressional Pollinator 

Protection Caucus 

Co-Founder/Co-

Chairman 

Democratic Caucus' 

Congressional Task 

Force on Job Creation 

Co-Chairman 

Democratic Israel 

Working Group 

Co-Chairman 

Everglades Caucus 

Co-Chairman 

Florida Congressional 

Delegation 

Dean & Co-Chairman 

Friends of Jordan 

Caucus 

Vice Chairman 

Global Road Safety 

Caucus 

Co-Chairman 

 
House Sugar Caucus 

Co-Chairman 

Tunisia Caucus 

Co-Founder/Co-

Chairman 

 

Afterschool Caucus Algae Energy Caucus Algeria Caucus 
Americans Abroad 

Caucus 

Bicameral 

Congressional Caucus 

on Parkinson's Disease 

Bipartisan 

Congressional Task 

Force on Alzheimer's 

Disease 

Bipartisan Cystic 

Fibrosis Caucus 
Caribbean Caucus 

Children's Caucus 
Coalition for Autism 

Research and Education 
Coast Guard Caucus 

Community College 

Caucus 

Congressional Academic 

Medicine Caucus 

Congressional Afghan 

Caucus 

Congressional Anti-

Bullying Caucus 

Congressional Anti-

Terrorism Caucus 
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Congressional Animal 

Protection Caucus 

Congressional Army 

Caucus 

Congressional Arts 

Caucus 

Congressional Asthma 

and Allergy Caucus 

Congressional 

Bicameral High-Speed 

and Intercity Passenger 

Rail Caucus 

Congressional Black 

Caucus 

Congressional Black 

Caucus Energy and the 

Environment Taskforce 

Congressional Black 

Caucus Gaming 

Taskforce 

Congressional Boating 

Caucus 

Congressional Caucus 

on the European Union 

Congressional Caucus 

on Foster Youth 

Congressional Caucus 

on Hellenic Issues 

Congressional Caucus 

on the Judicial Branch 

Congressional Caucus 

on Missing, Exploited 

and Runaway Children 

Congressional Caucus 

on Turkey and Turkish 

Americans 

Congressional Caucus 

on Women in the 

Military  

Congressional Caucus to 

End the Youth Vaping 

Epidemic 

Congressional Coastal 

Caucus 

Congressional 

Contaminated Drywall 

Caucus 

Congressional Diabetes 

Caucus 

Congressional Fire 

Services Caucus 

Congressional French 

Caucus 

Congressional Gaming 

Caucus 

Congressional Gulf 

Coast Caucus 

Congressional Heart and 

Stroke Coalition 

Congressional 

HIV/AIDS Caucus 

Congressional Human 

Trafficking Caucus 

Congressional 

Humanities Caucus 

Congressional Medicare 

for All Caucus 

Congressional Mental 

Health Caucus 

Congressional Morocco 

Caucus 

Congressional Out of 

Poverty Caucus 

Congressional 

Philanthropy Caucus 

Congressional Singapore 

Caucus 

Congressional Social 

Work Caucus 

Congressional Taiwan 

Caucus 

Congressional Task 

Force Against Anti-

Semitism 

Congressional Trails 

Caucus 

Congressional TRIO 

Caucus 

Congressional Ukrainian 

Caucus 

Congressional Universal 

Health Care Reform 

Caucus 

Congressional Wildlife 

Refuge Caucus 

Congressional Wine 

Caucus 

Congressional Zoo & 

Aquarium Caucus 

Dairy Farmers Caucus 
Diversity and Innovation 

Caucus 

Friends of Canada 

Caucus 

Friends of Norway 

Caucus 
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Friends of Switzerland 

Caucus 
Home Health Caucus House Cancer Caucus House Hunger Caucus 

House Special 

Operations Forces 

Caucus 

House Specialty Crop 

Caucus 

House Trade Working 

Group 

Housing Stabilization 

Task Force 

India Caucus 
International 

Conservation Caucus 

International Workers 

Rights Caucus 

Labor and Working 

Families Caucus 

Land Conservation 

Caucus 

LGBTQ Equality 

Caucus 
Macedonia Caucus Malaria Caucus 

National Eating 

Disorders Awareness 

Caucus 

National Marine 

Sanctuary Caucus 
National Parks Caucus Native American Caucus 

NextGen 9-1-1 Caucus Populist Caucus Port Security Caucus PORTS Caucus 

Renewable Energy & 

Energy Efficiency 

Caucus 

Rural Education Caucus 
Rural Health Care 

Coalition 
Sportsman's Caucus 

Sudan Caucus 
Tuberculosis 

Elimination Caucus 
Urban Caucus 

U.S.-Mexico Friendship 

Caucus 

U.S.-Mongolia Friendship Caucus 
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Letters Sent to the White House, Federal Agencies, State Agencies, 

Congressional Leadership, and Global Leaders 

 

Throughout the year, my office routinely communicates with the White House, federal and state 

agencies, Congressional leadership, and leaders around the world. Below, please find a 

comprehensive list of all the letters my office sent during the 116th Congress.  

 
Date Topic and Description   

1/04/2019 Re-certification of the Everglades Caucus 

Addressed to: Committee on House Administration Chairperson Zoe Lofgren 

and Ranking Member Rodney Davis 

 

This letter requested re-certification for the Everglades Caucus in the 116th 

Congress. 

 

1/04/2019 Re-certification of the Sugar Caucus 

Addressed to: Committee on House Administration Chairperson Zoe Lofgren 

and Ranking Member Rodney Davis 

 

This letter requested re-certification for the Sugar Caucus in the 116th Congress. 

 

1/04/2019 Re-certification of the Homelessness Caucus 

Addressed to: Committee on House Administration Chairperson Zoe Lofgren 

and Ranking Member Rodney Davis 

 

This letter requested re-certification for the Homelessness Caucus in the 116th 

Congress. 

 

1/10/2019 Re-certification of the Tunisia Caucus 

Addressed to: Committee on House Administration Chairperson Zoe Lofgren 

and Ranking Member Rodney Davis 

 

This letter requested re-certification for the Tunisia Caucus in the 116th 

Congress. 

 

1/29/2019 Commendation for Mayor Wilson 

Addressed to: Hon. Jermaine Wilson, Mayor, City of Leavenworth, Kansas 

 

This letter commended Mayor Wilson for all he has achieved and everything he 

has done to turn his life around. He was able to embrace his past and move 

beyond it, inspiring children to be what they want to be. 
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2/04/2019 Consideration of the Build America Act 

Addressed to: House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman 

Peter DeFazio 

 

This letter commended Chairman DeFazio for prioritizing infrastructure 

investments nationwide and urged him to include the Build America Act in any 

comprehensive package reported out of committee.  

 

2/11/2019 Banning the Dog Meat Trade 

Addressed to: Prime Minister Theresa May, United Kingdom 

 

This letter requested Prime Minister May to support the proposed amendment to 

the UKôs Agriculture bill banning the dog meat trade.  

 

2/19/2019 Mr. Tony Matthews 

Addressed to: Hon. Gina Haspel, Director, Central Intelligence Agency 

 

This letter noted Mr. Matthewsô work in my office as a Brookings Fellow and 

the great quality of his work. 

 

2/19/2019 Mr. Clyde Wright  

Addressed to: General Paul Nakasone, Director, National Security Agency 

 

This letter noted Mr. Wrightôs work in my office as a Brookings Fellow and the 

great quality of his work. 

 

2/21/2019 US Aid to Venezuela 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Green, Administrator, U.S. Agency for International 

Development  

 

This letter requested that Administrator Green provide answers to the following 

questions: (1) Does USAID have a contingency plan(s) for distributing aid at the 

Columbia-Venezuela border should President Trumps' February 23, 2019 

deadline pass; (2) What steps are currently being taken to ensure that U.S. aid 

now waiting at the Columbia-Venezuela border is protected from bad actors?; 

(3) What ability, if any, does the USAID currently have to monitor humanitarian 

developments inside Venezuela should Mr. Maduro refuse to allow the United 

States' critical aid reach the Venezuelan people?; (4) What steps is USAID 

taking to counter the Maduro regime's disinformation campaign concerning the 

quality of U.S. aid? 
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4/01/2019 Pollinator Crop Insurance 

Addressed to: Hon. Richard Fordyce, Administrator, Farm Service Agency, 

Department of Agriculture  

 

This letter requested an exemption for the Rainfall Index Apiculture Pilot 

Insurance (RI-API) Program from the multiple benefit exclusion (MBE) detailed 

in Part 3, Section 2 of the Farm Service Agencyôs (FSAôs) Handbook on 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program for 2015 and Subsequent Years. 

Under the current regulatory framework, the Rainfall Index Pasture, Rangeland, 

Forage (RI-PRF) Insurance Programða program also based on rainfallðis 

exempt from the MBE, whereas the RI-API is not. These risk management tools 

are not mutually exclusive, but rather complement each other.  

 

4/10/2019 Congratulatory Letter  

Addressed to: American Muslim Alliance of Florida  

 

This letter extended my warmest congratulations to American Muslim Alliance 

of Florida Scholarship recipients.   

 

4/22/2019 Banning the Dog Meat Trade 

Addressed to: Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Japan  

 

This letter urges Prime Minister Abe to support the ban of the importation and 

trade of dog meat in Japan.   

 

4/24/2019 Access to Responsible Credit Program 

Addressed to: Minority Leader Audrey Gibson, Florida Senate and Minority 

Leader Kionne McGhee, Florida House of Representative  

 

This letter supported SB 874 (Rouson) and HB 469 (Fernandez-Barquin) which 

will expand access to capital for underserved Floridians. With the ñAccess to 

Responsible Credit Pilot Program,ò tens of thousands of Floridians who have 

been shut out of mainstream banking options will have access to affordable loans 

and a path toward a stronger financial future. 

 

4/29/2019 Small-Dollar, Short-Term Credit Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Kathy Kraninger, Director, Consumer Financial Protection 

Bureau (CFPB) 

 

This letter supported the CFPBôs efforts to improve the small-dollar, short-term 

credit rule to ensure the appropriate balance between the need to protect 

consumers with the need of consumers to have access to these vital forms of 

credit.  
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5/02/2019 Peruvian Agrarian Reform Bonds/Florida Pension 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary of State 

 

The government of Peru began issuing Agrarian Reform Bonds in 1969 as a 

means of compensating landowners for expropriated lands. Following decades of 

currency changes and hyperinflation, the government ceased making payments 

on these bonds in 1992. The value and process for repayment of these bonds 

remains in question. More than 50,000 Florida workers are invested in Peruvian 

agrarian reform bonds through their pension funds, including municipal workers, 

police officers, firefighters, trade unions, and port workers across the state. 

Entities within several Florida cities, including Fort Lauderdale, Orlando, North 

Miami Beach, and Hialeah are among those whose pension plans continue to be 

affected. This letter urges Secretary Pompeo to continue engaging Peru to find a 

solution to this issue. 

 

5/05/2019 Congratulatory letter  

Addressed to: Daniela Castelblanco 

 

This letter congratulates Daniela Coastelablanco for being selected to receive the 

Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship. 

 

5/28/2019 Dillard Class of 1969 50th Year Reunion 

Addressed to: Robert L. Ingram 

 

This letter congratulates the Dillard High School Class of 1969 on their 50th year 

class reunion. 

 

6/12/2019 Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) Funding 

Addressed to: House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey 

 

This letter asked House Appropriators to ensure that a $250,000 increase in 

CSCE funding is included in the final FY2020 State and Foreign Operations 

Appropriations package. This funding was not included during the committee 

process but could still be added in during a future conference process. 

 

6/19/2019 Calling for  an End to the Dog and Cat Meat Trade 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary of State 

 

This letter urged Secretary Pompeo to use diplomatic pressure to raise the issue 

of the troubling trade and consumption of dog and cat meat and the need to 

condemn this harsh trade throughout the world, and specifically, in China, South 

Korea, Vietnam, and other Asian countries. This letter was sent ahead of this 

yearôs Dog Meat Festival in Yulin, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, 

China, which is scheduled to begin on Friday, June 21st. 
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7/08/2019 Wimbledon Run 

Addressed to: Ms. Cori ñCocoò Gauff 

 

This letter congratulated Cori on her success and accomplishments as a 

professional tennis player. 

 

7/11/2019 Rise of Rest Initiative 

Addressed to: Mr. Steve Case 

 

This letter commended the Rise of the Rest initiative and Mr. Caseôs work with 

emerging startups. 

 

7/11/2019 Pollinator Caucus ï Honeybee Colonies Report 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

 

This letter urged the USDA to abandon its plan to suspend data collection of its 

Honeybee Colonies Report and return to collecting data on honeybee health. 

 

8/08/2019 Banning the Dog Meat Trade 

Addressed to: President Joko Widodo, Indonesia 

 

This letter expressed support of the Indonesian Governmentôs recent agreement 

to move towards the goal of ending the dog and cat meat trade. 

 

8/21/2019 Floor Consideration of H.Res. 138 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer 

 

This letter urged Speaker Pelosi to bring H.Res.138, Expressing support for 

addressing the Arab-Israeli conflict in a concurrent track with the Israeli-

Palestinian peace process and commending Arab and Muslim-majority states 

that have improved bilateral relations with Israel to the floor for a vote, 

following its favorable markup. 

 

9/05/2019 Hurricane Dorian ï Public Assistance 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

 

This letter supported Governor DeSantisô request for financial assistance for 

eligible Category B expenses under FEMAôs Public Assistance program. 
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9/05/2019 Hurricane Dorian ï Bahamas ï Visa Waivers/TPS 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

 

This letter urged President Trump to waive or suspend certain visa requirements 

to facilitate the reunification of Bahamians with U.S. relatives. Additionally, if 

requested, by the Bahamian government, the letter supported the designation of 

Bahamas for TPS. 

 

9/23/2019 Sec. 569 ï TAP Pilot Program 

Addressed to: Leaders of the FY2020 NDAA Conference Committee ï 

Chairman Jim Inhofe, Ranking Member Jack Reed, Chairman Adam Smith and 

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry 

 

This letter urged the NDAA Conference Committee to retain Section 569 of the 

House-passed bill, establishing a transition outreach pilot program through the 

Transition to Veterans Program Office to facilitate contact between veterans and 

the Department of Defense (DoD).  

 

9/23/2019 Sec. 913 ï DoD Form Modernization 

Addressed to: Leaders of the FY2020 NDAA Conference Committee ï 

Chairman Jim Inhofe, Ranking Member Jack Reed, Chairman Adam Smith and 

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry 

 

This letter urged the NDAA Conference Committee to retain Section 913 of the 

House-passed bill requiring the Secretary of the Department of Defense (DoD) 

to review and update in-use documents containing terms or classifications 

deemed to be racially or ethnically insensitive.  

 

9/23/2019 Sec. 1250E ï COFA 

Addressed to: Leaders of the FY2020 NDAA Conference Committee ï 

Chairman Jim Inhofe, Ranking Member Jack Reed, Chairman Adam Smith and 

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry 

 

This letter urged the NDAA Conference Committee to retain Section 1250E of 

the House-passed bill expressing the sense of Congress on our enduring 

commitment to states with which we share Compacts of Free Association 

(COFA). As the current compacts approach expiration in 2023 and 2024, it is 

imperative that the United States expeditiously begin negotiations on the renewal 

and expansion of the agreements with the pacific island nations of Palau, the 

Marshall Islands, and the Federated States of Micronesia. 

 

9/30/2019 The Passing of President Jacque Chirac 

Addressed to: Hon. Philippe Etienne, French Ambassador to the United States 

 

This letter expresses condolences to the people of France on the passing of 

President Chirac. 



 
 

116th Congress 
  37 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

10/02/2019 City of Tamarac Grant 

Addressed to: Hon. Peter Gaynor, Acting Administrator, FEMA 

 

This letter expressed concern over a grant awarded to the City of Tamarac for its 

Water Treatment Plant Saferoom Hardening Project. FEMA is seeking to de-

obligate the grant. 

 

1/14/2020 Florida Consent to Refugee Resettlement 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

 

This letter expressed support for the Governor to provide written consent to 

allow refugee agencies to resettle refugees in Florida, per Executive Order 

13888. 

 

3/11/2020 Prioritize Florida for COVID -19 Emergency Supplies 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

 

This letter expressed concern about the evolving conditions in Florida due to the 

outbreak of COVID-19 and requested Floridaôs prioritization to receive 

immediate, emergency resources to aggressively mitigate and contain the spread 

of the virus in the state. 

 

3/20/2020 Governor DeSantisô and FEMA Director Moskowitzôs request for the 

Immediate Delivery of Additional Resources to Combat COVID-19 

Addressed to: Hon. Peter Gaynor, Administrator, FEMA and Vice President 

Mike Pence 

 

This letter expressed support for the request made by Governor DeSantis and 

Director Moskowitz for delivery of intensive care units, N95 masks, ventilators, 

hospital beds, hand sanitizer, and other personal protective equipment. 

 

3/23/2020 Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

 

This letter urged leadership to support the Emergency Food and Shelter Program 

with $200 million in emergency funding to help those dealing with 

homelessness. 
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3/24/2020 Protections for Americans Receiving Healthcare Subsidies  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader Charles 

Schumer 

 

This letter urged Congressional leadership to preclude any direct payments 

included in the final Coronavirus relief package from calculations of incomes 

when determining eligibility for healthcare subsidies or VA disability pension 

benefits. The letter warned that without adequate protections, individuals near 

the cutoff for receiving these types of financial assistance may inadvertently lose 

access to these benefits. 

 

4/06/2020 Florida Delegation Letter Regarding the Emergency Injury Disaster Loan 

(EIDL) Program  

Addressed to: Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business 

Administration 

 

This letter urged SBA Administrator Carranza to make sure that farmers can 

access the EIDL program. 

 

4/07/2020 Florida Delegation Letter ï Recommendations to Improve Floridaôs 

Unemployment System 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

 

This letter requested Governor DeSantis do the following: 1) Extend the length 

of Floridaôs unemployment benefits from 12 weeks to 26 weeks; 2) increase the 

maximum benefit from $275 per week to be comparable to states with similar 

costs of living; 3) Utilize funding under the CARES Act to provide thirteen 

additional weeks of state benefits; 4)Make benefits payments retroactive to when 

an individual became unemployed; and 5) Take all necessary action to make the 

claims process quick and efficient. 

 

4/10/2020 Support Homeless Programs in 4th COVID -19 Stimulus 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

 

This letter urged leadership to prioritize individuals experiencing homelessness 

by supporting Emergency Solutions Grants, Housing Choice Vouchers, and 

emergency rental assistance funded through contributions to Housing Choice 

Vouchers, Emergency Solutions Grants, Section 521 Rural Rental Assistance, 

and the Disaster Housing Assistance Program. 
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4/10/2020 Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund (PHSSEF) COVID-19 

Funding Allocation 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services, and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services 

 

This letter urged the Secretaries to prioritize PHSSEF funding for Florida and 

other states most impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

4/18/2020 Wet Markets 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

 

This letter urged President Trump to discuss wet markets with President Xi and 

encourage him to ban the unsanitary and inhumane practice of purchasing live 

animals and butchering them in contaminated conditions on-site in these 

markets, to avoid future deadly viral outbreaks. 

 

4/29/2020 Nationally Recognized Statistical Rating Agencies (NRSROs) 

Addressed to: Hon. Jerome Powell, Chairman, Federal Reserve Board of 

Governors 

 

This letter requested that the Federal Reserve clarify that emergency lending 

facilities are available to all businesses with investment-grade ratings.  

 

4/30/2020 Request for Accelerated Everglades Restoration in WRDA 2020 

Addressed to: House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Chairman 

Peter DeFazio, Ranking Member Sam Graves, Subcommittee Chairwoman 

Grace Napolitano, and Subcommittee Ranking Member Bruce Westerman   

 

This letter requested the inclusion of language in the upcoming Water Resources 

and Development Act (WRDA) bill that would treat all Comprehensive 

Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) sub-projects as on-going activities under 

the larger restoration project already congressionally authorized in WRDA 2000 

to prevent any further delay to CERP completion. 

 

4/30/2020 Request for Inclusion of WRDA 2000 Savings Clause 

Addressed to: House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Chairman 

Peter DeFazio, Ranking Member Sam Graves, Subcommittee Chairwoman 

Grace Napolitano, and Subcommittee Ranking Member Bruce Westerman   

 

This letter requested the inclusion of language that would direct USACE to 

utilize the Lake Okeechobee regulation schedule that was established by 

Congress in WRDA 2000 as the base condition for the analysis required by the 

WRDA 2000 Savings Clause. 
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5/22/2020 Include Bees and Bee Products in CFAP Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

 

This letter describes threats to bees and hardships experienced by beekeepers due 

to COVID-19 and urges the USDA consider them for direct financial aid. 

 

6/08/2020 Follow-Up Regarding Live Animal Markets, Yulin, and COVID -19 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

 

This letter urged President Trump consider seeking the complete, permanent ban 

in China of both the live wildlife markets and the more traditional livestock 

markets including dogs and cats there, in order to truly address the risk of future 

pandemics stemming from these markets and to encourage President Xi to lead 

on this issue throughout Asia. 

 

6/09/2020 Ban Dog and Cat Meat Trade to Prevent Another Zoonotic Disease 

Pandemic 

Addressed to: President Xi Jinping, China 

 

This letter expressed a hope that President Xi will lead the effort in China, and 

indeed, across the globe, to eliminate the Yulin Festival and the dog and cat meat 

trade at-large as swiftly as possible, in order to protect the public health and 

welfare of communities and animals around the world. 

 

6/09/2020 Ban Dog and Cat Meat Trade to Prevent Another Zoonotic Disease 

Pandemic 

Addressed to: Mr. Li Zhanshu, Chairman, Standing Committee, National 

Peopleôs Congress, China 

 

This letter urged Chairman Li to use his leadership in the National Peopleôs 

Congress in concert with President Xi Jinping to guide cities across China to 

institute and enforce the necessary laws to end the dog and cat meat trade. 

 

7/01/2020 A Bold Green Stimulus Package to Address Health, Economic, and Climate 

Crises 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

 

This letter advocated for a bold and meaningful green stimulus investment 

package that would deliver a transformational economic recovery and establish a 

resilient, clean-energy economy and good-paying jobs. The letter highlighted 

existing plans and strategies ready for legislative action and laid out the 

principals that should guide the next economic package.  
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7/24/2020 Taiwanese Customs 

Addressed to: Representative Stanley Kao, Taipei Economic Cultural 

Representative Office (TECRO) 

 

This letter to TECRO Representative Kao requests full consideration of a 

constituent company's request to expedite the release of mask-making machinery 

through Taiwanese customs with all due deference to all applicable rules, laws, 

and regulations. 

 

7/28/2020 Relief Funding for Beekeepers and Honey Producers 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer; House Agriculture Committee Chairman Collin Peterson, Ranking 

Member K. Michael Conaway, Subcommittee Chairman Sanford Bishop Jr., and 

Subcommittee Ranking Member Jeff Fortenberry 

 

This letter requested at least $10 million for beekeepers and honey producers so 

they can compete with foreign honey dumping as well as help them through the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally, it requests they encourage the USDA to 

include honey in their federal nutrition assistance programs. 

 

10/06/2020 Safety Net Program Waivers 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

 

This letter requested that the Governor extend job requirement and 

recertification flexibilities for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and Medicaid 

benefits until the state reaches specific markers of stable, consistent recovery 

from the dual crises of the COVID-19 pandemic and economic downturn.  

 

11/02/2020 FL DEP Clean Water Act Section 404 Authority 

Addressed to: Hon. David Ross, Assistant Administrator, Environmental 

Protection Agency 

 

This letter requests the FL Dept. of Environmental Protection be granted 

authority in administering the Clean Water Act Section 404 program for 

Everglades projects instead of the Army Corp of Engineers. Essentially, USACE 

currently processes these requests but they cannot approve permits efficiently, 

slowing down progress on Everglades restoration. 
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Grant Letters and Letters of Support 

 
My office can weigh in with federal agencies regarding grant applications and other requests made 

by constituents and organizations I represent in Congress. Below, please find a comprehensive list 

of all the letters of support submitted by my office during the 116th Congress.  

 

Date Topic and Description   

4/03/2019 Grant Title: New Access Point Grant  

Applicant: Broward Community & Family Health Center 

Addressed To: Ms. Allison Arnone, Public Health Analyst, Department of Health 

and Human Services, Bureau of Primary Health Care 

 

As the oldest federally qualified health center in Broward County, the Broward 

Community & Family Health Center (BCFHC) has provided high quality, 

affordable primary health care services to the underserved and uninsured residents 

of Broward County for over twenty-one years. This grant will allow BCFHC to 

increase access to affordable medical services for the residents of the City of 

Deerfield Beach and its surrounding communities. The New Access Point will 

dismantle barriers to access for the predominantly underserved Hispanic and 

African American communities by preparing culturally competent health care 

providers, trained to serve these populations. 

 

4/08/2019 Grant Title: New Access Point Grant  

Applicant: FoundCare, Inc. 

Addressed To: Ms. Yolette Bonnet, CEO, FoundCare, Inc. 

 

FoundCare provides services to more than 15,000 individuals, many of whom are 

uninsured and have limited access to primary care services. This grant will allow 

FoundCare to establish a New Access Point in Central County at Okeechobee and 

the Turnpike. It will be an important part of the healthcare safety net for this area 

of Palm Beach County. 

 

5/21/2019 Grant Title: Low -No Emission Vehicle Program 

Applicant: Broward County Transit 

Addressed To: Ms. K. Jane Williams, Acting Administrator, Federal Transit 

Administration 

 

Funding from the Low or No Emission Vehicle program will enable Broward 

County Transit (BCT) to purchase three Hydrogen Fuel Cell buses and the 

necessary infrastructure for generating hydrogen at its Copans Road Operations 

and Maintenance Facility in Pompano Beach, allowing the buses to be fueled at a 

significantly lower cost. Deployment of these advanced technologies will benefit 

the county and the community; reducing emissions while offering quieter 

ridership experiences to BCT customers. 
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5/29/2019 Grant Title: Florida Division of Cultural Affairs, General Program Support 

Grant  

Applicant: West Palm Beach Zoo and Conservation Society 

Addressed To: Florida Division of Cultural Affairs 

 

For over 50 years the Palm Beach Zoo has been an important center for our 

community, drawing over 360,000 visitors each year. The funding provided by 

this grant will aid the Palm Beach Zoo in its mission to provide education 

programs and messaging to visitors that will inspire them to act on behalf of the 

animal work, be proactive in sustainable practices, and value conservation efforts. 

 

6/12/2019 Grant Title: Sexual Risk Avoidance Education Program Grant 

Applicant: Opportunities Industrialization Center of South Florida 

Addressed To: Acting Director of the Office of Legislative Affairs and Budget, 

Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

 

This letter supported the Opportunities Industrialization Center of South Floridaôs 

grant application under the Sexual Risk Avoidance Education Program. 

 

7/15/2019 Grant Title: BUILD Planning Grant  

Applicant: Broward County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

Addressed To: Hon. Elaine Chao, Secretary, Department of Transportation  

 

The Fort Lauderdale downtown area is a critical hub that links residents and 

tourists to the areaôs many amenities and serves as an essential link in the 

movement of goods throughout the state. The Downtown Mobility Study will 

identify practical strategies that support the safe, efficient, and effective flow and 

distribution of people and goods in the downtown area. The Broward MPO 

believes that these strategies will improve commerce and safety and reduce 

conflicts between different modes of transportation, including vehicular traffic, 

bicycles, and pedestrians. 

 

9/12/2019 Grant Title: Port Infrastructure Development Grant  

Applicant: Port Everglades 

Addressed To: Hon. Elaine Chao, Secretary, Department of Transportation  

 

One-fifth of Floridaôs energy requirements comes from petroleum stored and 

distributed from Port Everglades. The expansion of Slip one will allow the Port to 

accommodate todayôs larger petroleum tankers and ocean-going barges, adding 

additional capacity, improving safety and efficiency, greatly benefiting the people 

of South Florida. Port Everglades is simultaneously working with the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection to assess and remediate historical 

petroleum impacts adjacent to Pier 1. 
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1/21/2020 Grant Title: ñEnd the Epidemicò Initiative  

Applicant: Broward County, Florida  

Addressed To: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

 

Over 21,000 people in and around Broward County are living with HIV, of which 

approximately 8,500 are served by the Ryan White Part A Program. The state of 

Florida is third in the nation for new infections and Broward County is second in 

the nation for new HIV infections. This grant will allow Broward County to 

receive much needed additional funding and resources in the effort to treat HIV 

and end the epidemic by expanding capacity and by providing programs and 

services that are not allowable via current Part A funding. 

 

2/20/2020 Grant Title: STOP School Violence Grant Program 

Applicant: School Board of Broward County  

Addressed To: Ms. Tracey Trautman, Acting Director, Bureau of Justice 

Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, Department of Justice 

 

This letter, led by Rep. Ted Deutch (FL-22), expresses support of the School 

Board of Broward Countyôs STOP School Violence Grant Program application. 

 

2/27/2020 Grant Title: Zero Emission Bus Grant Application 

Applicant: Broward County Transit  

Addressed To: Ms. K. Jane Williams, Acting Administrator, Federal Transit 

Administration 

 

This letter, led by Rep. Ted Deutch (FL-22), expresses support of the Broward 

County Transit Cero Emission Bus, on-route and solar canopy charging 

infrastructure project grant proposal.  

 

3/09/2020 Grant Title: Certified Community Behavioral Health Expansion Grant  

Applicant: Banyan Health System  

Addressed To: Dr. Elinore F. McCance-Katz, M.D., Ph. D., Assistant Secretary, 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Sciences Administration, Department of 

Health and Human Services  

 

As a Federally Qualified Health Center, Banyan Health System plans on opening 

a new Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic in Broward County to 

provide 24/7, comprehensive access to community-based Mental Health and 

Substance Use Disorder services; treatment of co-occurring disorders; and 

physical healthcare in one location. This clinic will improve the health of West 

Broward Countyôs underserved communities and vulnerable populations by 

increasing access to comprehensive collections of services for those that are 

suffering from severe and complicated mental and substance use disorders. 
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4/27/2020 Grant Title: Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Hiring Program 

Grant  

Applicant: City of Lauderdale Lakes, Florida  

Addressed To: Mr. Phil E. Keith, Director, Community Oriented Policing 

Services, Department of Justice 

 

The City of Lauderdale Lakes has seen an increase in crime over the past several 

years and saw its budget slashed by approximately 40% since 2011. This grant 

will allow for the hiring of full-time police officers to provide proactive 

enforcement activities to improve overall public safety in crime hotspots along the 

US Route 441 and Oakland Park Boulevard corridor.   

 

6/10/2020  Grant Title: Port Infrastructure Development Grant  

Applicant: Port Everglades 

Addressed To: Hon. Elaine Chao, Secretary, Department of Transportation  

 

This letter, led by Rep. Ted Deutch (FL-22), notes support for Broward Countyôs 

grant application for the Port Everglades Slip 1 Expansion Project. 

 

6/10/2020 Grant Title: Center of Excellence for ñAdversarial Learning and Operation 

of Connected Multi-agent Artificial Intelligence.ò 

Applicant: Florida Atlantic University  

Addressed To: Mr. Michael D. Griffin, Under Secretary of Defense, Research 

and Engineering, Department of Defense 

 

This letter, led by Rep Ted Deutch (FL-22), expresses support for Florida Atlantic 

Universityôs proposal to develop a United States Department of Defense 

University Center of Excellence for ñAdversarial Learning and Operation of 

Connected Multi-agent Artificial Intelligence.ò 

 

6/11/2020 Grant Title: Federally Qualified Health Center Look Alike Program 

Applicants: Florida Atlantic University (FAU) College of Nursing and the 

Northwest Community Health Alliance, Inc. (NCHA) 

Addressed To: Mr. Thomas J. Engels, Administrator, Health Resources and 

Services Administration, Department of Health and Human Services 

 

The jointly overseen FAU/NCHA Community Health Center in the Westgate 

neighborhood has served the community in West Palm Beach, Florida since 2014, 

and the co-applicants have recently opened a new location in the UB Kinsey 

Educational and Community Center in the historic Northwest neighborhood. The 

area population is disproportionately Hispanic and African American compared 

with the rest of Palm Beach County, and the FAU>NCHA Community Health 

Center reports that almost half of the service-area population lives below 200 

percent of the poverty level. 
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6/14/2020 Grant Title: Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Programs 

Applicant: Nova Southeastern University (NSU) 

Addressed To: Mr. Dana Gartzke, Performing the Delegated Duties of the 

Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development, Economic 

Development Administration, Department of Commerce 

 

This letter expresses support for NSUôs application for the U.S. Department of 

Commerce Economic Development Administrationôs Public Works and 

Economic Adjustments Assistance Programs for the Broward Innovation Center. 

 

6/16/2020 Grant Title: Treatment, Recovery, and Workforce Support Grant 

Applicant: Banyan Community Health Center (BCHC) 

Addressed To: Ms. Deepa Avula, Chief of Staff and Director of the Office of 

Financial Resources, Substance Abuse and Mental, Health Services 

Administration 

 

BCHC, in partnership with OIC of South Florida, Inc. and CORE Services Group, 

Inc., proposes to use the funding to implement evidence-based and best practices 

to support individuals in substance use disorder treatment and recovery and enable 

them to live independently and fully participate in the workforce. The proposed 

project, Banyan Works, will serve 480 adults with substance use disorder in 

Floridaôs moat populated counties, Broward and Miami-Dade, over the five-year 

project period. 

 

6/22/2020 Grant Title: Domestic Victims of Human Trafficking Services and Outreach 

Program 

Applicant:  

Addressed To: Ms. Katherine Chon, Director, Office on Trafficking Persons, 

Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

 

Kristi Houseôs and Arc of Freedom Allianceôs ñProject TEAMò provides a 

necessary and impactful initiative in building local capacity for comprehensive 

case management, outreach, and training to reduce human trafficking of youth and 

young adults in South Florida. This funding will allow Project Team to expand 

their reach in South Florida. 
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9/14/2020 Grant Title: Urban Agriculture Innovative Production (UAIP) Competitive 

Grant Program 

Applicant: City of Miramar 

Addressed To: Mr. Louis Aspey, Deputy Chief for Management and Strategy, 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, Department of Agriculture 

 

The City of Miramar operates the Miramar Community Garden (MCG), a 7,400 

square foot garden that offers not only the production of fresh produce and plants, 

but also serves as an award-winning ñmicro-urban farmò where all community 

members are welcomed to learn about growing fresh food and nutrition. With 

UAIP funding, the MCG will be able to focus on three distinct areas in 

partnership with University of Floridaôs Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences for extension: entrepreneurial, neighborhood, and youth urban 

gardening.  

 

6/29/2020 Grant Title: Florida Department of Library and Information Services 

CARES Act Grant 

Applicant: City of Riviera Beach 

Addressed To: Ms. Amy L. Johnson, State Librarian and Director, Division of 

Library and Information Services (DLIS), Florida Department of State 

 

The obstacles to accessing technology and the internet across the community have 

increased dramatically due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding will help 

ensure access to public digital library resources while the community recovers 

from economic and health crises.   
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Letters Signed 

 
Below, please find a comprehensive list of all the letters I signed onto during the 116th Congress.  

 

Date Topic and Description   

1/03/2019 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ï Disaster Funds 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy; House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey and 

Ranking Member Kay Granger  

Primary Sending Office: Representative David Price (D-NC) and 

Representative David Rouzer (R-NC) 

 

This letter urged the Appropriations Committee to include additional funding for 

the Army Corps of Engineers studies and projects so that our states may fully 

recover from natural disasters.  

  
1/08/2019 Proposed Reproductive Health Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), 

Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO) and Representative Barbra Lee (D-CA) 

 

This letter expressed strong opposition to the Trump Administration's 

reproductive health proposed rule as it would impose unnecessary and onerous 

burdens on insurers and consumers with the goal of eliminating abortion 

coverage in the Affordable Care Act marketplace and denying women 

comprehensive health insurance. 

  
1/09/2019 Supporting Affordable Healthcare for Floridians 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

 

This letter encouraged Governor DeSantis to shift the State of Florida's focus to 

constructive improvements in care and coverage and build on the success of the 

Affordable Care Act, Medicare, and Medicaid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

116th Congress 
  49 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

1/09/2019 Urging Action to Continue Efforts to Address the Opioid Epidemic 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Marcy Kaptur (D-OH), Representative 

Annie Kuster (D-NH), and Representative Donald Norcross (D-NJ) 

 

A November 2018 report by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

found a dramatic increase in deaths nationally due to synthetic opioids such as 

fentanyl and increases in overdose deaths in many of the hardest hit states. This 

letter called upon Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer to prioritize policies that will help tackle the opioid epidemic. 

  
1/15/2019 Demanding Secretary DeVos Support Student Loan Borrowers During 

Trump Shutdown 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) 

 

This letter urged the Department of Education to do all it can to direct student 

loan servicers to proactively reach out to federal employees to provide 

information about how to manage their student loan debt during the Trump 

government shutdown. 

  
1/17/2019 Shutdown Housing Crisis 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump and Hon. Ben Carson, Secretary, 

Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Marc Veasy (D-TX) and Senator Mark 

Warner (D-VA)  

 

This letter expressed deep concern regarding the harmful impacts the partial 

government shutdown that began on December 22, 2018 had on the ability of 

Americans to afford their homes and on the housing stability of more than four 

million households across the country. For the sake of the families at stake, this 

letter urged President Trump to end the shutdown, re-open the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development and protect the American people. 

  
1/22/2019 Continue Support for Everglades Renewal and Restoration Projects 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Francis Rooney (R-FL) 

 

This letter drew specific attention to the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) 

Reservoir as a key component of the restoration of the Everglades ecosystem. 
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1/23/2019 Global Fund 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA) and 

Representative Chris Smith (R-NJ) 

 

This letter supported a three-year pledge to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, 

and Malaria (Global Fund) for its 6th Replenishment. The U.S. pledged up to 

$4.3 billion over three years for the Fund's 5th Replenishment, and Congress has 

appropriated amounts consistent with that pledge. The 6th Replenishment would 

cover 2020-2022. 

  
1/23/2019 Nomination of Former New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson for a Nobel 

Peace Prize 

Addressed to: Nobel Prize Selection Committee 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM) 

 

This letter urged the Nobel Prize Selection Committee to consider former New 

Mexico Bill Richardson and the Richardson Center for Global Engagement for a 

Nobel Peace Prize for their work to free political prisoners around the world. 

  
1/23/2019 The Presidentôs Continued Efforts to Undermined Puerto Ricoôs Recovery 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jose Serrano (D-NY) 

 

This letter was sent after it became public that President Trump was considering 

diverting U.S. Army Corps of Engineers funding appropriated by Congress for 

disaster recovery efforts in Puerto Rico in order to build the wall along the 

Southern border. 

  
1/24/2019 New Federal Courthouse ï Southern District of Florida  

Addressed to: Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman 

John Barrasso and Ranking Member Thomas Carper 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee to approve 

the prospectus for a new Federal Courthouse for the Southern District of Florida. 
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1/25/2019 Oracleôs Pay Discrimination Towards Female, Black, and Asian Employees 

Addressed to: Larry Ellison, Executive Chairman and Chief Technology 

Officer, Oracle Corporation 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Robin Kelly (D-IL)  

 

This letter, from the House Tech Accountability Caucus, requested information 

about the companyôs pay structure and methodology, career track placement, and 

mobility within the company based on the Department of Labor's announcement 

about the company's pay discrimination toward female, black, and Asian 

employees. 

  
1/31/2019 Joint Interagency Task Force South (JIATF-South) 

Addressed to: Admiral Craig Faller, Commander, SOUTHCOM 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Michael Waltz (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged Admiral Faller to keep JIATF-South in Florida. The Task Force 

is a hub for coordinating drug interdiction efforts between several law 

enforcement agencies and regional partners, covering an area of operations of 

more than 42 million square miles. 

  
2/01/2019 Mexico Antidumping Agreement 

Addressed to: Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Department of Commerce 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Secretary of Commerce to immediately terminate the 

agreement suspending the outstanding antidumping investigation on fresh 

tomatoes from Mexico. 

  
2/04/2019 Calling for the Pentagon to Not Implement Ban on Transgender Military 

Service 

Addressed to: Hon. Patrick Shanahan, Acting Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mary Gay Scanlon (D-PA), 

Representative Joseph P. Kennedy, III (D-MA), and Representative Jackie 

Speier (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged Acting Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan to not implement 

the ban on transgender patriots serving in the military. On July 26, 2017, 

President Donald Trump announced on Twitter he was banning transgender 

people from serving in the armed forces. Transgender people have served openly 

in uniform since June 30, 2016, without any proven harm to readiness or unit 

cohesion. 
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2/06/2019 Supporting the Medicare Advantage Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Tony Cárdenas (D-CA), 

Representative Brett Guthrie (R-KY), Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), 

and Representative Mike Kelly (R-PA) 

 

This letter expressed strong bipartisan support for the Medicare Advantage 

program, which 39.2 percent of eligible Medicare beneficiaries, more than 22 

million people, choose to enroll in. This letter urged the Administration to 

further strengthen the Medicare Advantage program and ensure millions of 

seniors have access to comprehensive, affordable health coverage choices. 

   
2/12/2019 2015 Clean Water Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Acting Administrator, Environmental 

Protection Agency, and Hon. Rickey ñR.D.ò James, Assistant Secretary of the 

Army for Civil Works  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Representative 

Grace Napolitano (D-CA) and Representative Donald Beyer (D-VA)  

 

This letter requested an extension of the proposed comment period associated 

with the Environmental Protection Agency's and the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers' proposed rule to replace the 2015 Clean Water Rule. 

 

2/12/2019 Census Letter Regarding Data on Minority Ownership of Franchising 

Addressed to: Dr. Ron Jarmin, Acting Director, Economic and Statistics 

Administration, Census Bureau 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alma Adams (D-NC) 

 

This letter encouraged the U.S. Census Bureau to collect data on minority and 

women franchise ownership more frequently. 

 

2/13/2019 Renewable Energy 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

 

This letter encouraged Governor DeSantis to be bold in establishing Floridaôs 

clean energy future and moving the Sunshine State away from polluting fossil 

fuels and their exorbitant costs. 
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2/13/2019 Offshore Oil Dril ling 

Addressed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Acting Secretary, Department of the 

Interior 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) and 

Representative Francis Rooney (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged Acting Secretary of Interior Bernhardt to take formal action to 

exempt drilling off Florida's coasts from the Administration's five-year plan. 

  
2/21/2019 Request to Favorably Report the Inspector General Access Act 

Addressed to: Senate Committee of the Judiciary Chairman Lindsey Graham, 

and Ranking Member Dianne Feinstein 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested that Chairman Graham and Ranking Member Feinstein 

favorably report the Inspector General Access Act, a bipartisan bill that would 

foster greater transparency within our judicial system. 

  
2/21/2019 Centers for Medicaid Servicesô Proposed Medicare Part D Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA) 

 

This letter opposed the Centers for Medicaid Servicesô (CMS) proposed 

Medicare Part D rule for six categories of drugs (known as ñprotected classesò) 

that would push life-saving drugs out of reach for patients in need, including for 

people living with HIV. 

  
3/08/2019 Dredging 

Addressed to: Army Corps of Engineers 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) and 

Representative Brian Mast (R-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concerns that the Florida Inland Navigation District had 

with supplemental dredging funds for the intracoastal waterways across the state.  

  
3/11/2019 Clean Energy Tax Priorities  

Addressed to: House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Richard Neal 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Haley Stevens (D-MI)  

 

This letter outlined a series of tax incentives for clean energy technologies and 

urges the Ways and Means Committee to consider them as part of a broader tax 

or infrastructure package. 
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3/12/2019 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 

 

This letter expressed concerns about the United States Department of 

Agricultureôs (USDA) proposed rule, published on February 1, 2019, titled 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: Requirements for Able-Bodied 

Adults Without Dependents (Docket No. FNS-2018-0004). The proposed rule 

would introduce political interference into state-level administration of the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). We strongly oppose this 

policy and urge you to withdraw the proposed rule. 

  
3/12/2019 OSHA 

Addressed to: Hon. Alexander Acosta, Secretary, Department of Labor 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA) 

 

This letter urged Secretary Acosta to immediately reinstate the original Improve 

Tracking of Workplace Injuries and Illnesses rule published in 2016, which 

required companies with more than 250 employees or more to submit OSAH 

forms 300 and 301 each year, logging work-related injuries and illnesses. 

 

3/13/2019 Mexican Labor Reforms in the United States, Mexico, Canada (USMCA) 

Trade Agreement 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ) 

 

This letter shared the signatories' concerns regarding Mexico's labor practices 

and the need for significant reform before any Congressional vote on the 

renegotiated North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

 

3/14/2019 Civil Unrest in Haiti  

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Andy Levin (D-MI)  

 

This letter urged the State Department to support accountability efforts around 

the Petrocaribe; requests a briefing regarding reports of violence against those 

exercising their democratic rights in Haiti; requests that the State Department 

communicate to our partners in Haitian law enforcement, and the UN mission, 

the importance of rigorous investigations into allegations of abuses and justice 

for victims of state violence; and requests that the State Department work with 

partners in the country to impress upon the Haitian government the importance 

of inviting the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to visit the country 

and investigate acts of political violence, including the mass killing in La Saline. 
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3/15/2019 U.S. Census 

Addressed to: Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Department of Commerce, and 

Hon. Kirstjen Nielsen, Secretary, Department of Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged the Secretaries to cease plans to implement an information 

sharing agreement between the Census Bureau and Department of Homeland 

Security. 

 

3/19/2019 Stand Up for Our Women Veterans 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Wilkie, Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ) 

 

This letter requested that the VA Secretary implement specific measures to track 

and prioritize both the cultural and physical transformation within Department of 

Veterans Affairs medical facilities to equitably serve women veterans. The VA 

has failed to keep faith with women veterans, who are the fastest growing 

population within the veteran community. 

 

3/22/2019 Chinese Drywall 

Addressed to: Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Department of Commerce 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested that the Secretary work to resolve all defective drywall 

claims against recalcitrant Chinese companies, and that action be taken to 

prevent them from doing business in the U.S. until they resolve the injustice 

impacting thousands of American citizens. 

 

3/25/2019 Climate Change 

Addressed to: House Budget Committee Chairman John Yarmuth and House 

Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Don Beyer (D-VA)  

 

This letter urged Chair Yarmuth and Chair Lowey to adjust spending levels to 

respond to the latest science and to repeated calls from the scientific community 

to invest in efforts to meaningfully address climate change. 
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3/27/2019 Tunisia National Day 

Addressed to: Ambassador Faycal Gouia, Tunisiaôs Ambassador to the United 

States  

Primary Sending Office: Representative David Schweikert (R-AZ) 

 

This letter congratulated the Ambassador on Tunisia's 63rd year of 

independence. 

 

3/25/2019 Protect the ACA and Pre-Existing Conditions 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ted Lieu (D-CA) 

 

This letter called on President Trump to reverse course and defend the 

Affordable Care Act in court. This letter underscores how the Trump 

Administrationôs actions to undermine the Affordable Care Act stand in direct 

conflict with the Presidentôs own stated goals from his 2019 State of the Union 

Address to ñlower the cost of healthcare and prescription drugs ð and to protect 

patients with pre-existing conditions.ò 

 

4/04/2019 USMCA ï Specialty Crops Anti-Dumping and Countervailing Duties 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Representative Vern 

Buchanan (R-FL), Representative Stephanie Murphy (D-FL), Representative Al 

Lawson (D-FL) 

 

This letter raised concerns regarding the lack of progress in the USMCA with 

respect to improved mechanisms to initiate and sustain legitimate anti-dumping 

and countervailing duties proceedings for trade in seasonal and perishable 

produce. 

 

4/05/2019 Tax-Exempt Municipal Bonds 

Addressed to: House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Richard Neal and 

Ranking Member Kevin Brady 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Steve Stiver (R-OH) and 

Representative C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD) 

 

This letter expressed support for tax-exempt municipal bonds. Nearly two-thirds 

of core infrastructure investments in the United States are financed with 

municipal bonds. In 2018 alone, more than $325 billion in municipal bonds were 

issued to finance the projects that touch the daily lives of every American citizen 

and business. 
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4/08/2019 Measles Outbreak 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert R. Redfield, MD, Director, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Andy Levin (MI-09) 

 

This letter urged the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to help 

states and localities address ongoing measles outbreaks and mitigate the risk of 

future outbreaks. 

 

4/08/2019 EPA WOTUS Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency, and Hon. Rickey ñR.D.ò James, Assistant Secretary of the Army for 

Civil Works 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA), 

Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA), Representative Nanette Diaz Barragán 

(D-CA) 

 

This letter urged the EPA and Army Corps to desist from their efforts to replace 

the 2015 Clean Water Rule with a much less protective rule. 

 

4/08/2019 David Bernhardtôs Nomination to Serve as the U.S. Secretary of Interior  

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA)  

 

This letter urged Senate leadership to oppose the nomination of David Bernhardt 

to serve as the U.S. Secretary of the Interior. 

 

4/10/2019 Autism CARES 

Addressed to: House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Frank 

Pallone Jr., Ranking Member Greg Walden, Subcommittee on Health 

Chairwoman Anna Eshoo, and Ranking Member Michael Burgess 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ) 

 

This letter requested that the Energy & Commerce Committee consider H.R. 

1058, the Autism Collaboration, Accountability, Research, Education, and 

Support (CARES) Act of 2019 as soon as possible in honor of Autism Awareness 

Month. 

 

4/11/2019 Mexicoôs Labor Practices 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Pascrell Jr. (D-NJ) 

 

This letter urged the Trade Representative to consider Mexico's poor labor law in 

moving forward with the USMCA. 
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4/17/2019 Japanôs Domestic Ivory Market 

Addressed to: His Excellency Shinsuke J. Sugiyama, The Ambassador 

Extraordinary Plenipotentiary of Japan 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Madeleine Dean (D-PA) 

 

This letter urged the government of Japan to close its domestic ivory market and 

join the growing effort to combat the ivory trade worldwide. 

 

4/18/2019 UF Designation by National Cancer Institute  

Addressed to: Hon. Norman E. Sharpless, MD, Director, National Cancer 

Institute 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ted S. Yoho (R-FL) 

 

This letter supported to the University of Florida as part of the UF Health Cancer 

Centerôs (UFHCC) application to become a National Cancer Institute (NCI) 

designated center. 

 

4/18/2019 Disaster Relief 

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Senator Richard 

Shelby, and Senator Rick Scott 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged senators to pass the disaster relief package passed in the House. 

 

4/22/2019 Ronald Mortensen 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed strong opposition to the nomination of Ronald Mortensen 

for Assistant Secretary of State for Population, Refugees and Migration. 

 

4/25/2019 Stop Trumpôs Efforts to Target Workers 

Addressed to: U.S. Social Security Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jesús G. García (D-IL)  

 

This letter aimed to stop Trump from targeting minority and immigrant workers 

by sending "no-match' letters to rectify administrative errors. This practice has 

been proven to discriminate against immigrant workers and was banned by the 

Obama Administration. 
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4/26/2019 Wild Horses 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, USDA and Ms. Vicki 

Christiansen, Chief, U.S. Forest Service  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ted Lieu (D-CA) 

 

This letter expressed concern with the U.S. Forest Serviceôs plan to sell wild 

horses from the Devilsô Garden Plateau Wild Horse Territory in Northern 

California without restrictions on slaughter. 

 

5/01/2019 SAA Anti -Labor Policies 

Addressed to: Hon. Nancy Berryhill, Acting Administrator, Social Security 

Administration  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Janice D. Schakowsky (D-IL)  

 

This letter addressed the fact that SSA management cancelled agreed-upon 

bargaining sessions and insisted the contract with AFGE be sent to the Federal 

Service Impasses Panel. The contract SSA management proposes includes 

provisions similar to President Trumpôs 2018 executive orders that were 

invalidated in federal court, including severe limits to employees' ability to 

provide representation to our members in matters of whistleblowing, adverse 

actions and EEO violations. 

 

5/01/2019 Net Neutrality 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer, and Majority Whip James Clyburn 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Scott Peters (D-CA) 

 

This letter called for the establishment of a bipartisan working group, like the 

Wicker-Sinema effort in the Senate. The House must begin a process of forging 

bipartisan consensus. Various models for legislation could achieve our goals of 

providing strong, enforceable net neutrality protections for consumers.   

 

5/01/2019 Indigenous Rights in Brazil 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative James McGovern (D-MA)  

 

This letter expressed the signatories' profound concern regarding ongoing 

violations of the basic human rights of indigenous and Afro-Brazilian 

communities, as well as other sectors of civil society in Brazil. 
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5/06/2019 Temporary Protected Status for Venezuelans 

Addressed to: Hon. Kevin McAleenan, Acting Secretary, Department of 

Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Acting Secretary to grant TPS to Venezuelans residing in 

the United States. 

 

5/07/2019 The M-S Decision 

Addressed to: Hon. William Barr, Attorney General, Department of Justice 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) 

 

This letter opposes Attorney General Barr's latest decision on April 16, 2019 in 

the matter of M-S. This decision would make asylum-seekers who are 

apprehended between ports of entry and have shown a credible fear of 

persecution ineligible to seek release on bond from an immigration judge. This 

decision deprives asylum seekers of their right to make their case before an 

immigration judge, will place thousands of asylees in indefinite detention, and 

will also unnecessarily cost American taxpayers billions of dollars.  

 

5/08/2019 Protections for Transgender Students 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) 

 

This letter expressed deep concern about Secretary DeVos' answers regarding 

guidance protecting transgender students during the Education and Labor 

Committeeôs hearing on April 10th, 2019 and calls on her to reinstate protections 

for transgender students. When questioned about her decision to rescind this 

guidance protecting transgender students, Secretary DeVos admitted that she 

was aware of the potential harm to transgender students. 

 

5/08/2019 Military Medical Personal Billets 

Addressed to: Vice Admiral Raquel C. Bono, MC, USN, Director, Defense 

Health Agency, and Thomas McCaffery, Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of 

Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Tusi Gabbard (D-HI) 

 

This letter expressed concern about the proposed elimination of over 17,000 

military medical personnel and the impact of this dramatic reduction on 

servicemembers and their families.  

 



 
 

116th Congress 
  61 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

5/08/2019 EPAôs Efforts to Weaken Mercury and Air Toxics Standards 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL), Representative 

Janice Schakowsky (D-IL), Representative Kim Schrier (D-WA) 

 

This letter opposed efforts to undermine or weaken the Mercury and Air Toxics 

Standards (MATS) and urging him to withdraw the EPAôs recent finding that it 

is not ñappropriate and necessaryò to regulate mercury and hazardous air 

pollutant emissions from coal and oil fired power plants because of the costs of 

doing so.  

 

5/09/2019 Endangered Species Act Protections for Grey Wolves  

Addressed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Secretary, Department of the Interior 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donald Beyer (D-VA) and 

Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR) 

 

This letter expressed concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceôs proposal 

to end federal protections for gray wolves under the Endangered Species Act.   

 

5/09/2019 Hungaryôs Prime Minister Orban 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Eliot Engle (D-NY) 

 

This letter expressed concern that the President's invitation to Prime Minister 

Orban to come to the White House was, at least, an implicit endorsement of the 

Prime Minister's anti-democratic behavior. 

 

5/16/2019 Bombardment of Civilians in Idlib, Syria  

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brendan Boyle (D-PA) 

 

This letter urged the President to work to preserve the cease-fire established last 

year for the northwestern part of Syria. 

 

5/20/2019 Ensure Afghan Women are Included in Peace Negotiations 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Secretary Pompeo work to prioritize the voices of women 

and girls in ongoing peace talks so that the gains they have made in Afghan 

society over the last decade-plus are not lost to history. 
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5/20/2019 Requests information on Boy Scouts of Americaôs (BSA) Child Safety 

Policies 

Addressed to: Michael Surbaugh, Chief Scout Executive, Boy Scouts of 

America, Ellie Morrison, National Commissioner, Boy Scouts of America, and 

Jim Turly, National Chair, Boy Scouts of America 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested detailed information on BSAôs reporting procedures, 

vetting practices, and educational initiatives, as well as a thorough accounting of 

its lobbying efforts to impact state legislation related to child abuse. 

 

5/21/2019 FLSA Rule Making 

Addressed to: Hon. Alexander Acosta, Secretary, Department of Labor 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mark Takano (D-CA) and 

Representative Alma Adams (D-NC) 

 

This letter addressed the DOL proposal to raise the salary threshold for overtime 

pay to $35,308 per year in 2020 ï a number that falls drastically short of what is 

needed to bring overtime compensation up to date. In 2016, the Obama 

Administration finalized a rule that would have raised the salary threshold to 

about $47,476 per year and would have included automatic increases every three 

years. However, the rule was overturned in 2017 by a federal district court in 

Texas. The threshold would have been approximately $51,053 in 2020. Under 

the Trump proposal, about 8.2 million workers will be left behind compared to 

the 2016 final rule. 

 

5/21/2019 Everglades FY2020 Funding 

Addressed to: House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brian Mast (R-FL), Representative 

Francis Rooney (R-FL), and Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) 

 

This letter noted that on May 13 the President submitted a budget amendment to 

the Corps of Engineers Construction request for a total funding level of $200 

million for South Florida Ecosystem Restoration. This letter urged the committee 

to allocate the $200 million requested by the President for South Florida 

Ecosystem Restoration during full committee markup of the Energy and Water 

Appropriations Act.  

 

5/21/2019 Colombian Peace Accords 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative James McGovern (D-MA)  

 

This letter strongly urged the Secretary to insist that the Colombian government 

fully implement the historic peace accords reached with the Revolutionary 

Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and to protect the countryôs human rights 

defenders, who remain in grave danger. 
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5/22/2019 Labor Rights 

Addressed to: Mr. Dennis Muilenburg, President and CEO of Boeing 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mark Pocan (D-WI) and 

Representative Janice Schakowsky (D-IL)  

 

This letter addressed how Boeing has continued to refuse to bargain with the 

IAMAW.  

 

5/23/2019 USSPACECOM 

Addressed to: Hon. Patrick Shanahan, Acting Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concerns with the recently announced decision for 

installations under consideration to serve as HQ for U.S. Space Command 

(USSPACECOM). The letter asked the Secretary to answer several questions 

about the basing process after Florida was not considered. 

 

5/30/2019 Collective Bargaining Rights 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Wilkie, Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Anthony Brown (D-MD) and 

Representative Donald Norcross (D-NJ) 

 

This letter expressed support of collective bargaining rights. The Veteran 

Administrationôs (VA) initial contract proposal would eliminate protections for 

whistleblowers, end all labor-management partnership groups, and drastically 

restrict representational activitiesðseverely limiting the collective bargaining 

rights of VA workers. The proposed contact would also negatively affect 

veterans who receive medical care and vital services at the VA. AFGE and the 

260,000 VA workers it represents are not asking for new rights, they simply 

want to protect the rights they currently have and work toward agreeing on a 

new contract that will effectively serve veterans. 
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6/03/2019 Drug Provisions in the USMCA 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan A. Davis (D-CA) 

 

This letter expressed concerns regarding the provisions that limit access to 

affordable medicines in the revised NAFTA or USMCA. 

 

6/07/2019 Funding Cuts to Child Migrant Services 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concern about the Office of Refugee Resettlementôs 

decision to discontinue funding to administer educational, legal, and recreational 

services to unaccompanied minors being held in federal detention shelters and 

urged the Secretary to reconsider the decision. 

 

6/11/2019 Proposed Rule that Would Restrict Benefits to Mixed-Immigrant/Non -

Immigrant Households 

Addressed to: Hon. Benjamin S. Carson, Secretary, Department of Housing and 

Urban Development 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Karen Bass (D-CA) 

 

This letter expressed concern about the proposed rule targeting households of 

mixed-immigration status families who receive federal housing subsidies, 

effectively threatening to split children who are U.S. citizens from their parents 

who are not. Contrary to the administrationôs claims, the premise of the rule is 

deeply flawed and would do little to solve the challenges impacting our nationôs 

affordable housing programs. 

 

6/11/2019 Access to Ventilators for ALS Patients 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Peter Welch (D-VT) 

 

This letter urged CMS to reconsider adding ventilators to competitive bidding. 

 

6/12/2019 CMS FY2020 Inpatient Prospective Payment System (IPPS) Proposed Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brian Higgins (D-NY) 

 

This letter addressed the Agencyôs proposals related to reimbursement for 

Chimeric Antigen Receptor (CAR) T-cell therapies. 
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6/12/2019 Posthumous Award of the Medal of Honor 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Karen Bass (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested a formal review by an award decision authority to 

posthumously award the Medal of Honor to Corporal Waverly B. Woodson, Jr., 

one of the Forgotten Heroes of WWII. In the early hours of June 6, 1944, Cpl. 

Woodson, an Army medic assigned to the 320th Barrage Balloon Battalion, 

landed on Omaha Beach. Despite having been struck by shrapnel while aboard 

his Landing Craft Tank and being wounded in his groin and back, Cpl. Woodson 

went above and beyond the call of duty by spending 30 grueling hours saving the 

lives of dozens of his fellow soldiers. 

 

6/17/2019 Broward County Sand Bypass Project 

Addressed to: Chris Oliver, Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter addressed to NMFS and expresses concern with the delays that have 

taken place around the sand bypass project in Broward County. The project 

would fix an issue caused by the north side of the jetty that protects the channel 

to Port Everglades. It currently prevents sand from traveling south, starving 

southern Broward County beaches of sand. 

 

6/18/2019 National Nurse Act of 2019 

Addressed to: House Energy and Commerce Chairman Frank Pallone, Ranking 

Member Greg Walden, Subcommittee Chairwoman Anna Eshoo, and Ranking 

Member Michael Burgess 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX) 

 

This letter requested that House Energy and Commerce Committee leadership 

hold a hearing and markup on the National Nurse Act of 2019. 

 

6/19/2019 Restudy of South Floridaôs Flood Control System 

Addressed to: Army Corps of Engineers  

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested the Secretary fund a ñrestudyò of South Floridaôs flood 

control system ï the Central and Southern Florida (C&SF) project ï under the 

terms of the Additional Supplemental Appropriations for Disaster Relief Act, 

2019. 
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6/20/2019 Older Adult Malnutrition  

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Danny Davis (D-IL) and 

Representative Rodney Davis (R-IL)  

 

This letter expressed support of the Older Adult Malnutrition program which 

helps to promote collecting data that will assist in reducing the amount of people 

who suffer from malnutrition and subsequent illnesses related to malnutrition. 

 

6/25/2019 Wage Index Reform 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Stephanie Murphy (D-FL) and 

Representative Vern Buchanan (R-FL) 

 

This letter supported a reform to the Medicare wage index formula proposed by 

CMS that would benefit many of Floridaôs hospitals. 

 

6/29/2019 Reimbursement for Superficial Radiation Therapy (SRT) 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concern about CMSôs review of the current reimbursement 

for SRT. Without adequate reimbursement, patients will lose access to SRT and 

be left with more invasive and expensive treatment options like surgery and 

electron beam therapy 

 

6/29/2019 Reimbursement for Superficial Radiation Therapy (SRT) 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concern about CMSôs review of the current reimbursement 

for SRT. Without adequate reimbursement, patients will lose access to SRT and 

be left with more invasive and expensive treatment options like surgery and 

electron beam therapy 

 

7/11/2019 Access to Medicine under the USMCA 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Janice Schakowsky (D-IL)  

 

This letter expressed strong opposition to provisions in the USMCA that limit 

access to medicine, thereby increasing the cost of prescription drugs. 
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7/12/2019 U-Visas 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Morgan, Acting Director, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX) 

 

This letter expressed profound concerns with the current mismanagement of U-

Visa cases by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) and 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). The U visa is a United States 

nonimmigrant visa which is set aside for victims of crimes (and their immediate 

family members) who have suffered substantial mental or physical abuse while 

in the U.S. and who are willing to assist law enforcement and government 

officials in investigations or prosecutions. 

 

7/15/2019 Fannie Mae and Freddie Macôs Current Policy for Condominium Financing 

in Florida  

Addressed to: Mr. Hugh Frater, Chief Executive Officer, Fannie Mae, and Mr. 

David Brickman, Chief Executive Officer, Federal Home Loan Mortgage 

Corporation  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donna Shalala (D-FL) 

 

The letter registered concerns about Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac's current 

policy for condominium financing in Florida. The letter asked that the CEOs 

revise the loan-to-value ratio maximums for Florida condominium units in the so 

called "limited review" and streamline review" processes so they are in line with 

nationwide condominium lending standards. 

 

7/18/2019 Temporary Protected Status for Syrians 

Addressed to: Hon. Kevin McAleenan, Acting Secretary, Department of 

Homeland Security  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Steve Watkins (R-KS) 

 

This letter urged the extension of TPS for Syrians living in the United States. 

 

7/22/2019 GAO on Seclusion and Restraint in Schools 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donald S. Beyer Jr. (D-VA)  

 

This letter asked the Education Department to immediately adopt the U.S. 

Government Accountability Office's (GAO) recommendations to address under-

reporting of seclusion and restraint in order for accurate data for the 2017-2018 

Civil Rights Data Collection. Seclusion and restraint are two practices used by 

schools that lead to serious injuries of students and teachers.  
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7/23/2019 Reports of Pervasive Sexual Harassment at McDonaldôs 

Addressed to: Mr. Steve Easterbrook, Chief Executive Officer, McDonaldôs 

Corporation 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katherine Clark (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged CEO Easterbrook to engage employs in an honest and serious 

dialogue regarding complaints of pervasive sexual harassment.  

 

7/26/2019 Budget Deal 

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Speaker of the 

House Nancy Pelosi 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Karen Bass (D-CA) 

 

This letter expressed support for a two-year budget deal that provides the Census 

Bureau with the $7.5 billion exemption. 

8/09/2019 Climate Standards in USMCA 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katie Hill (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested that the President include climate standards in the new 

NAFTA. 

 

8/14/2019 Union Protection in FY2020 Appropriations 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, House Appropriations 

Committee Chairwoman Nita M. Lowey, and House Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government Chairman Mike 

Quigley 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD) 

 

This letter requested that Section 749 of the Financial Services and General 

Government Appropriations Act (H.R. 3351) is retained in the final bill to ensure 

the protection of fair collective bargaining rights for federal employees. 

 

8/14/2019 U and T Nonimmigrant Visas 

Addressed to: Hon. Cheryl Stanton, Administrator, Department of Labor 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX) 

 

This letter expressed deep concern with newly issued guidance that creates 

unnecessary hurdles for vulnerable immigrant workers seeking protections from 

human trafficking and other workplace abuses. 
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8/15/2019 GAP Insurance for Military Members  

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Neal Dunn (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged Defense Secretary Esper to change the policy, issued in 

December 2017, prohibiting auto dealers from offering GAP waiver to members 

of the Armed Forces and their families.  

 

8/21/2019 Risk Rating 2.0 ï Flood Insurance 

Addressed to: Hon. Peter Gaynor, Administrator, FEMA, Department of 

Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Max Rose (D-NY) 

 

This letter expressed concern regarding, Risk Rating 2.0, FEMAôs plan to 

redesign the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The communities we 

serve rely on the NFIP to provide fair and affordable insurance to protect their 

homes and businesses in the event of a natural disaster. While we welcome ideas 

to reform the NFIP to improve the financial stability of the program, we fear that 

our constituents could face an affordability crisis as a result of this new risk 

rating system.  Therefore, it is imperative that FEMA moves thoughtfully, 

judiciously and with care to ensure that Risk Rating 2.0 does not result in 

financial upheaval for millions of Americans. 

 

8/21/2019 Urging HUD to Reconsider Exclusion of Virgin Islands from Disaster Relief 

Funding 

Addressed to: Hon. Ben Carson, Secretary, Department of Housing and Urban 

Development 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Maxine Waters (D-CA) and 

Representative Stacey Plaskett (D-VI)  

 

This letter blasted HUD's announcement that it would release Community 

Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funding to the U.S. 

Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico separately from nine other disaster-impacted 

areas due to alleged corruption, fiscal irregularities and financial 

mismanagement occurring in Puerto Rico and capacity issues in the U.S. Virgin 

Islands. 
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8/22/2019 Split Panel Test 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Dillingham, Director, U.S. Census Bureau 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Karen Bass (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged the U.S. Census Bureau Director, Dr. Steven Dillingham to 

share a detailed analysis of the Census Bureauôs 2019 Split Panel Test with the 

American Public no later than September 16, 2019.  The Census Bureau added 

the 2019 Split Panel Test, a major national experiment, to assess the impact that 

a possible citizenship question would have on census self-response rates. The 

experimentôs results are expected to provide critical insight about census 

response levels given the current political climate. 

 

8/28/2019 PFAS Reforms in the NDAA 

Addressed to: NDAA Conferees 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Andy Levin (D-MI)  

 

This letter urged the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 

conferees to retain provisions that ensure our military is equipped to confront the 

per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination challenges present at 

military bases and surrounding communities nationwide. 

 

8/28/2019 Urban Gun Violence 

Addressed to: House Judiciary Chairman Jerrold Nadler 

Primary Sending Office: Representative William Lacy Clay (D-MO) 

 

This letter requested help bringing attention to an urgent issue impacting the 

health and safety of our communities and the entire nation: gun violence 

prevention in urban areas.  We are concerned that efforts to specifically address 

the impact of firearm related violence in these communities is not a focus of 

upcoming meetings in the House Committee on the Judiciary. 

 

8/29/2019 NFIP Reauthorization 

Addressed to: House Financial Services Committee Chairwoman Maxine 

Waters and Ranking Member Patrick McHenry 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Pascrell Jr. (D-NJ) 

 

This letter urged FSC Chairwoman Waters and Ranking Member McHenry to 

cap premiums and delay the impacts of FEMAôs Risk Rating 2.0. 
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9/05/2019 Teaching Health Centers Graduate Medical Education (THCGME) 

Program 

Addressed to: House Committee on Energy and Commerce Chairman Frank 

Pallone and Ranking Member Greg Walden 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lori Trahan (D-MA) and 

Representative Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) 

 

This letter expressed appreciation for the inclusion of a four-year extension of 

the THCGME program in the comprehensive bill reported out of Energy and 

Commerce (H.R. 2328) that includes reauthorizations of five public health 

programs as well as provisions related to surprise medical billing 

 

9/05/2019 Widowôs Tax 

Addressed to: Leaders of the FY2020 NDAA Conference Committee ï 

Chairman Jim Inhofe, Ranking Member Jack Reed, Chairman Adam Smith and 

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry 

Primary Sending Office: Representative John Yarmuth (D-KY)  

 

This letter urged the retention of H.R. 553 in the final conference report. 

 

9/06/2019 Hurricane Dorian ï Bahamas ï Visa Waivers 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brian Mast (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Administration to expedite, waive, or suspend certain visa 

requirements for citizens of the Bahamas affected by the storm who are seeking 

shelter with relatives in the U.S. 

 

9/10/2019 H.R. 2569, the CARE Act 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, House Appropriations 

Chairwoman Nita Lowey, and Subcommittee Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD) 

 

This letter called for increased funding for substance use disorder treatment as 

well as the inclusion of provisions from the CARE Act in this yearôs 

appropriations package to help reduce barriers to evidence-based treatment and 

to provide funding to local jurisdictions. 
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9/11/2019 H.R. 2091, the Access to Contraception for Servicemembers and Dependents 

Act 

Addressed to: Leaders of the FY2020 NDAA Conference Committee ï 

Chairman Jim Inhofe, Ranking Member Jack Reed, Chairman Adam Smith and 

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA) 

 

This letter encouraged the inclusion of provisions in H.R. 2091 in the NDAA. 

These provisions would provide non-active duty servicemembers and military 

dependents with access to copay-free birth control and other crucial family-

planning services. 

 

9/11/2019 Support for Bahamians following Hurricane Dorian 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the president to further support the recovery efforts by waving 

or suspending certain visa requirements and expresses support for designating 

the Bahamas as a Temporary Protected Status country, if requested by their 

government. 

 

9/11/2019 Increase Funding for the STARBASE Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA) 

 

This letter asked the DoD to increase its budget request for the STARBASE 

program to $35 million - in line with House of Representatives appropriation 

support. 

 

9/12/2019 VA Congressional Shared Space 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Wilkie, Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs 

Primary  Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed disappointment in the decision to no longer allow 

Congressional offices to use office space at Veterans Health Administration 

(VHA) facilities. 

 

9/19/2019 Election Security 

Addressed to: Laurel Lee, Secretary, State of Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested information regarding the State of Floridaôs efforts to 

address any vulnerabilities in the Stateôs election security in advance of the 2020 

election cycle. 
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9/24/2019 DOL Rule - Discrimination 

Addressed to: Hon. Patrick Pizzella, Acting Secretary, Department of Labor 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged DOL to withdraw a proposed rule that would embolden 

discrimination against women and LGBTQ individuals by allowing federal 

contractors to use taxpayer dollars to subsidize discrimination, as well as use 

their religious beliefs to engage in otherwise unlawful behavior. 

 

9/26/2019 Oppose Cuts to Veteransô SNAP Benefits 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Levin (D-CA) 

 

This letter expressed opposition to proposed rulemaking by U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) that would cut benefits for veterans nationwide. Under the 

Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, households in which each member receives 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) benefits are categorically 

eligible for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). ñBenefitsò 

include cash assistance and non-cash or in-kind benefits or services from any 

TANF-funded state program. 

 

9/26/2019 SNAP Proposed Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Karen Bass (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged the USDA to rescind its SNAP rule that would push struggling 

families and children further into poverty. 

 

10/01/2019 Women Veterans Stamp 

Addressed to: Citizensô Stamp Advisory, USPS 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Julia Brownley (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested the Citizensô Stamp Advisory Committee to recommend a 

women veteransô stamp series be issued. 
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10/09/2019 Medicare Bad Debt 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter opposed the Departmentôs proposal to drastically cut Medicare 

payments to hospitals. The FY20 agency budget proposes reducing the 

reimbursement of bad debt payments to 25 percent. This reduction will affect all 

eligible providers, including hospitals. Reducing this reimbursement rate could 

result in the loss of health services and programs that are essential for Medicare 

beneficiaries and threatens the stability of the providers caring for the most 

vulnerable members of our communities. 

 

10/15/2019 Alzheimerôs Disease 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Paul Tonka (D-NY) 

 

This letter urged CMS to conduct an education and outreach campaign to ensure 

that clinicians, Medicare beneficiaries with cognitive impairment, and their 

families are aware of the assessment and care planning services currently 

available to them. 

 

10/16/2019 PFAS Provisions in NDAA 

Addressed to: Leaders of the FY2020 NDAA Conference Committee ï 

Chairman Jim Inhofe, Ranking Member Jack Reed, Chairman Adam Smith and 

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI)  

 

This letter urged the NDAA conferees to include important cleanup provisions 

that will safeguard the public and our environment from the harms of per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl (PFAS) chemicals. 
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10/17/2019 Support for the Community Health Center Fund, National Health Service 

Corps, and Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged passage of H.R.1943/S.962 prior to November 21st to secure 

additional and strong funding for the critical CHCF, NHSC, and THCGME 

public health programs and urge swift action to ensure continuous access to 

medical training and health care services for all who need it. These 

programs play a crucial role in delivering stable access to primary and 

preventive health care to Americaôs most underserved and vulnerable 

communities. 

 

10/18/2019 Urge the FDA to act to Remove Harmful Contaminants from Baby Food 

Addressed to: Food and Drug Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

 

This letter urged the FDA to use all its authorities to take steps to remove deadly 

chemicals from baby food. As noted in the recent CNN report, tests continue to 

find harmful chemicals in baby food that can have long term impacts on the 

health, development, and well-being of these children.  The GAO has already 

called for the FDA to work with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to 

develop a mechanism to coordinate the development of methods to detect 

contaminants in food, including arsenic in rice, a recommendation it reiterated in 

a letter earlier this year to the Department of Health and Human Services. 

 

10/18/2019 Clean Energy Tax Extenders Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Paul Tonka (D-NY) 

 

This letter urged Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader Hoyer to prioritize the 

inclusion of critical clean energy tax policies in negotiations around must-pass 

legislation this year. 

 

10/18/2019 Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse Municipal Control Grant Program 

Addressed to: Subcommittee Chairwoman Betty McCollum and Ranking 

Member David Joyce 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

 

This letter urged appropriators to continue to support the Sewer Overflow and 

Stormwater Reuse Municipal Control Grant program as they move to conference 

in order to adequately support our nation's water infrastructure crisis. 

 



 
 

116th Congress 
  76 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

10/21/2019 Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-NJ) 

 

This letter requested that HHS close the Homestead shelter.  

 

10/22/2019 Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse Association (FADAA) Addiction 

Treatment Model 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Charlie Crist (D-FL) and 

Representative John Rutherford (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged HHS to disseminate results of FADAA model for substance 

abuse treatment programs and to employ the model in other states. 

 

11/05/2019 PAWS Act Grant Funding, FY2020 

Addressed to: House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey and 

Ranking Member Kay Granger 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katie Porter (D-CA) 

 

This letter urges the Appropriations Committee to maintain funding for the 

recently authorized bipartisan Pet and Women Safety (PAWS) Act grants in the 

upcoming conference for the FY20 agriculture appropriations bill. 

 

11/05/2019 United States Census Bureau 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey, Ranking 

Member Kay Granger, Subcommittee Chairman José Serrano and Ranking 

Member Robert Aderholt 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Judy Chu (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested robust funding for the Census Bureau to ensure a fair and 

accurate 2020 Census. 

 

11/05/2019 Florida Delegation - Clean Water State Revolving Fund Allotment 

Modernization  

Addressed to: House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman 

Peter DeFazio and Ranking Member Sam Graves 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Michael Waltz (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested an update to the EPA's Clean Water State Revolving Fund 

(CWSRF) to better reflect infrastructure needs and population changes since its 

implementation in 1987. This is based off of a 2016 EPA report to Congress that 

demonstrates an issue with states fulfilling water quality needs. 
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11/13/2019 Sickle Cell Disease 

Addressed to: Hon. Calder Lynch, Acting Director, Center for Medicaid and 

CHIP Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Robin Kelly (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged equitable access for minority populations living with sickle cell 

disease (SCD) to breakthrough healthcare treatments and notes congressional 

interest in supporting sickle cell treatments, as well as the importance of 

ensuring that once breakthrough treatments are approved by the FDA, SCD 

patients can access them under Medicaid, without delay.   

 

11/14/2019 Roadless Rule Letter 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primar y Sending Office: Representative Ruben Gallego (D-AZ) 

 

This letter expressed opposition to an Alaska exemption from the Roadless Area 

Conservation Rule (Roadless Rule) and urged the Secretary to choose "No 

Action" alternative (Alternative #1) included in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS) on the proposed Alaska Roadless Rule. 

 

11/15/2019 EPA Federal Worker Collective Bargaining  

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Paul Tonko (D-NY), Representative 

Frank Pallone Jr. (D-NJ), and Representative Ann McLane Custer (D-NH) 

 

This letter requested the EPA reinstate collective bargaining power for their 

federal employees. 

 

11/15/2019 HHS Proposed Rule ï Nondiscrimination Grant  

Addressed to: House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey and 

Ranking Member Kay Granger, Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman 

Richard Shelby and Ranking Member Patrick Leahy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mark Pocan (D-WI) 

 

This letter requested that the House Appropriators block the implementation of 

the HHS rule that would remove regulations that prohibit discrimination in HHS-

funded programs based on sexual orientation, gender identity, or sex. 
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11/18/2019 HHS Proposed Rule ï Nondiscrimination Grant  

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services and Jennifer Moughalian, Acting Chief Financial Officer, Department 

of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nydia Velázquez (D-NY), 

Representative Angie Craig (D-MN), and Representative Sean Patrick Maloney 

(D-NY) 

 

This letter requested that HHS withdraws the proposed rule that would remove 

regulations that prohibit discrimination in HHS-funded programs based on 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or sex. 

 

11/19/2019 Florida Citrus  

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) and 

Representative Ted Yoho (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested an increase in Agriculture Marketing Service funding to 

$90 million for distribution to food nutrition assistance programs in response to 

market over saturation of orange. 

 

11/19/2019 Gun Violence Prevention Legislation 

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Thompson (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested that the Majority Leader bring H.R. 8, the Bipartisan 

Background Check Act, and H.R. 1112, the Enhanced Background Checks Act to 

the Senate floor for a vote. 

 

11/20/2019 Flavored E-Cigarettes 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nita Lowey (D-NY) and 

Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 

 

This letter urged President Trump to move forward with his proposal to pull 

flavored e-cigarettes off the market. 

 

11/22/2019 LWCF Permanent Funding 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Thompson (D-CA) and 

Representative James McGovern (D-MA)  

 

This letter requested that House Leadership fully fund the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund.  
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11/22/2019 Florida Solar Investment Tax Credit Extension 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Charlie Crist (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested that House Leadership support the inclusion of a five-year 

extension of the solar Investment Tax Credit (ITC) in a year-end, must-pass 

legislative package.  

 

12/02/2019 Gun Violence Prevention Research Dollars 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative David Price (D-NC) 

 

This letter requested funding for the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) and the National Institutes of Health to conduct research on gun violence. 

 

12/03/2019 Prevent Tax Increases Due to Medical Expenses 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katie Porter (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged leadership to prioritize reinstating the 7.5% income threshold 

for the medical expense tax deduction in end-of-year legislation. 

 

12/05/2019 Offshore Activity Programs 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

and Representative John Rutherford (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested leadership include sections 438 and 442 of H.R.3055, 

which prohibit oil and gas leases/drilling along the FL coast and seismic testing 

in the Atlantic (respectively), in the final conference agreement. 

 

12/10/2019 Funding for the STOP School Violence Act 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, House Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey, and Ranking 

Member Kay Granger 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ted Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested the prioritization of funding for the STOP School Violence 

Act at the House of Representatives passed level of $125,000,000, a $25,000,000 

increase over Fiscal Year 2019 funding. 
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12/12/2019 Chesapeake WILD Act 

Addressed to: House Committee on Natural Resources Chairman Raúl Grijalva 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bobby Scott (D-VA)  

 

This letter asked the Natural Resources committee to hold a hearing on the 

Chesapeake Wild Act. The bill would enable the U.S.  Fish and Wildlife Service 

(FWS) to more fully engage in habitat restoration activities in the Chesapeake 

Bay watershed, through the establishment of a watershed-wide strategy and a 

competitive grant program.   

 

12/12/2019 Contract Negotiations ï AFGE Council 252 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR)  

 

This letter requested that the Secretary return to the bargaining table and work in 

good faith with AFGE Council 252 to reach an agreement on an equitable 

contract. Also, notes signatories' concerns with hiring practices and program 

administration within Federal Student Aid and the Office for Civil Rights. 

 

12/18/2019 HIV Self-Testing 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert R. Redfield, MD, Director, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA)  

 

This letter requested the CDC outline a plan that includes rapid HIV Self-

Testing, such as funding opportunities and infrastructure, community 

collaborations, and overall strategic direction. The CDC and WHO already 

acknowledge the importance of self-testing as an additional method of HIV 

testing services. The FDA has approved a method of quick, in home testing that 

can be used to help in early diagnosis of HIV. 

 

1/08/2020 Recall of U.S. Ambassador to Zambia, Daniel Foote 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Sean Patrick Maloney (D-NY)  

 

This letter expressed concern and dismay at the recall of Ambassador Foote 

following his statement of opposition to Lungu governmentôs anti-LGBTQ 

policies. 
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1/08/2020 New Leasing in Western Artic 

Addressed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Secretary, Department of the Interior 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA), 

Representative Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), and Representative Jared Huffman (D-

CA) 

 

This letter expressed concerns with the Trump Administrationôs move to expand 

oil and gas development into the Western Artic. 

 

1/08/2020 Iranian Detention at Washington Border 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Morgan, Acting Director, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzan DelBene (D-WA), 

Representative Prima Jayapal (D-WA) and Senator Patty Murray (D-WA)  

 

This letter requested information regarding the circumstances that led to the 

detention of American Iranians at a Washington port of entry by CBP in 

DelBeneôs district (WA-01) and the subsequent media reports that claim their 

detention to be due to their Iranian descent. 

 

1/09/2020 Medicaid Expansion in Florida 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) and 

Representative Ted Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter to Florida Governor Ron DeSantis encouraged him to reject proposals 

to undermine Floridaôs Medicaid program and instead to expand Medicaid to 

benefit countless Floridians and Floridaôs economy. 

 

1/09/2020 Australian Brushfires 

Addressed to: Joe Hockey, Australian Ambassador to the United States 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joe Courtney (D-CT)  

 

This letter to Florida Governor Ron DeSantis encouraged him to reject proposals 

to undermine Floridaôs Medicaid program and instead to expand Medicaid to 

benefit countless Floridians and Floridaôs economy. 

 

1/10/2020 Major Disaster Declaration for Puerto Rico 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative José Serrano (D-NY) 

 

This letter offered support and expressed that Australia deserves any and all 

resources at our nation's disposal to combat the ongoing fires. 
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1/10/2020 Puerto Rico HUD Funding 

Addressed to: Hon. Benjamin S. Carson, Secretary, Department of Housing and 

Urban Development 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nydia Velázquez (D-NY) 

 

This letter demanded answers on why HUD is withholding funding for Puerto 

Rico. 

 

1/10/2020 European Wine Tariffs 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Thompson (D-CA) and 

Representative Dan Newhouse (R-WA) 

 

This letter expressed concern regarding the economic detriment of expanding 

retaliatory tariffs on European wine. 

 

1/13/2020 FY2021 Sewer and Storm Water Grants 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lori Trahan (D-MA) and 

Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

 

This letter requested that the EPAôs budget request for FY 2021 include at least 

$500 million for the Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse Municipal Grant 

program. 

 

1/14/2020 Opposes NEPA Rollbacks 

Addressed to: Hon. Mary B. Neumayr, Chairman, Council on Environmental 

Quality 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO) and 

Representative Francis Rooney (R-FL) 

 

This letter expressed strong opposition to the Trump Administrationôs plans to 

revise the regulations implementing the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) in a way that, among other things, ignores the full extent of the climate 

crisis. 
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1/14/2020 Transgender Immigrants in the Custody of ICE 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security and Hon. Matthew Albence, Acting Director, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Quigley (D-IL)  

 

This letter highlighted that in the FY2020 Consolidated Appropriations Act it 

states, "ICE must limit the detention of transgender people to facilities subject to 

a contract formally modified pursuant to Attachment 1 of the June 19, 2025 ICE 

memo entitled Further Guidance Regarding the Care of Transgender 

Individuals." As of the creation of this letter, no ICE detention center contract 

has been modified to conform to these standards. 

 

1/15/2020 Support of the Armyôs Optionally Manned Fighting Vehicle (OMFV) 

Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Ryan McCarthy, Secretary, United States Army 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Turner (R-OH)  

 

This letter expressed support for the OMFV program. 

 

1/15/2020 Supporting Employees of the Department of Health and Human Services 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Anna Eshoo (D-CA)  

 

This letter urged the Secretary to return to the bargaining table and negotiate 

employment contracts in good faith with unions representing employees of the 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). HHS is required by law to 

negotiate in good faith and doing so is critical for its mission to protect the health 

and well-being of Americans. 

 

1/16/2020 NEPA Proposed Rule Comment Period Extension 

Addressed to: Hon. Mary B. Neumayr, Chairman, Council on Environmental 

Quality 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Representative 

Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) and Senator Tom Carper (D-DE) 

 

This letter urged the chairman to extend the comment period to a duration 

commensurate with the scope and gravity of changes that CEQ proposes. 
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1/16/2020 Awarding Medals to the Victims of the NAS Pensacola Shooting 

Addressed to: Secretary of the Navy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Michael Waltz (R-FL) and 

Representative Matt Gaetz (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged SECNAV to award valor medals and Purple Hearts to the 

servicemembers and DOD civilian personnel wounded during the NAS 

Pensacola shooting in December. 

 

1/21/2020 Cuts to Social Security Benefits 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Saul, Commissioner, Social Security 

Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brendan Boyle (D-PA)  

 

This letter expressed opposition to a proposed rule, which if adopted, would 

unnecessarily and significantly increase the number of reviews for people 

already receiving benefits. These reviews are procedurally complex. Some 

individuals will not be able to navigate the process and, as a result, they will lose 

their Social Security, Medicare, or SSI benefits even though their disabilities 

continue to meet the eligibility criteria.  

 

1/23/2020 School Meal Nutrition 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Tim Ryan (D-OH) and Representative 

Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)  

 

This letter expressed opposition to the United States Department of Agricultureôs 

(USDA) proposed rule, published on January 23, 2020, titled ñSimplifying Meal 

Service and Monitoring Requirements in the National School Lunch and School 

Breakfast Programsò (Docket No. FNS-2020-00926). The proposed rule would 

roll back a decade of improvements to the nutritional quality of school lunches 

and jeopardize the health of our nationôs youth. 

 

1/23/2020 Arrests and Violence against LGBTQ Community in Uganda 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA)  

 

This letter expressed concern about recent arrest and violence against the 

LGBTQ Community in Uganda. 
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1/27/2020 Medicare Advantage Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)  

 

This letter expressed support for Medicare Advantage Program and urged the 

Administrator to ensure that the Medicare Advantage program continue to offer 

affordable, high-quality, patient-centered coverage options for the diverse 

populations the program serves, including beneficiaries with End Stage Renal 

Disease who for the first time will be able to choose a Medicare Advantage plan. 

Additionally, the letter asked the Administrator to continue their efforts to 

promote flexibility and innovation, incentivize quality improvements, and 

support value-based arrangements with health care providers. 

 

1/27/2020 Anti -Semitic Incidents During Hanukkah 

Addressed to: António Guterres, Secretary General, United Nations  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lee Zeldin (R-NY)  

 

This letter expressed appreciation for releasing the UN Special Rapporteur on 

Freedom of Religion or Belief's report, Combatting Antisemitism to Eliminate 

Discrimination and Intolerance Based on Religion or Belief. 

 

1/27/2020 Florida Renewables 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida   

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL)  

 

This letter followed up on last yearôs renewable energy letter. It reiterated 

several points from the 2019 letter and commended DeSantis on the work he did 

in 2019 to address some effects of climate change. Overall, it illustrated how 

Florida can benefit from a bold renewable energy plan across multiple sectors. 

 

1/27/2020 Floridaôs Access to Responsible Credit Pilot Program 

Addressed to: Florida House Minority Leader Kionne McGhee and Florida 

Senate Minority Leader Audrey Gibson  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Al Lawson (D-FL)  

 

This letter encouraged Minority Leaders in the Florida State Legislature to 

support legislation that would establish a pilot program for small-dollar loans in 

underserved communities in Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach counties. 
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1/29/2020 Department of Laborôs Recent Interpretation for Contract Labor and H-2A 

Drivers 

Addressed to: Hon. Eugene Scalia, Secretary, Department of Labor 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Senator Rick Scott 

(R-FL)  

 

This letter requested a one-year period of relief in implementing new 

interpretation to allow farmers to complete harvesting season and allow for 

proper planning for future harvest seasons. Recent applications have been denied 

for H-2A agricultural truck drivers because work described did not fall under 

"agricultural labor or services" statutorily required for program eligibility.  

 

1/29/2020 Lake Okeechobee Water Levels 

Addressed to: Army Corps of Engineers 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concerns for the low levels of water in Lake O, which can 

cause drought conditions in the water available for municipal and agricultural 

purposes, as well as for the maintenance of the environment. 

 

1/30/2020 USAID Funding for the American University of Afghanistan 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Michael Waltz (R-FL) and 

Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL)  

 

This letter reminded the Secretary that the AUAF requires federal funding to 

maintain its operation and costly security needs. AUAFôs cooperative funding 

agreement is set to expire May 31, 2020. Despite Congressional funding for the 

university in H.R. 1865, the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 

neither the State Department nor USAID has made a commitment to the AUAF 

and as a result the school has begun preparations to permanently close its doors.  

 

1/31/2020 Port Everglades 

Addressed to: Army Corps of Engineers 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested ACE allocate funding for the first phase of the Port 

Everglades deepening/widening project. This phase is the relocation of the Coast 

Guard station further inland to allow for the widening of the opening into the 

port to allow for larger ships to pass through. This would increase trade through 

that port, as it would allow for more ships to dock and unload. 
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2/01/2020 Funding for Puerto Rico Post-Disasters 

Addressed to: House Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey, Ranking 

Member Kay Granger, Subcommittee Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro, and Ranking 

Member  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gregorio Kilolo Camacho Sablan (D-

MP), Representative Stephanie Murphy (D-FL), Representative Karen Bass (D-

CA), Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter highlighted the unmet education-related recovery needs addressed in 

H.R. 5687, an emergency supplemental appropriations bill to provide support to 

Puerto Rico following earthquakes. Section 202 to Puerto Rico Earthquake 

Supplemental to allow Education Dept. to shift funds to address unmet needs 

from previous disasters. 

 

2/04/2020 Protect Older Americansô Access to Long-Term Care 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donna Shalala (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to 

withdraw the proposed changes to the Medicaid Fiscal Accountability 

Regulation (MFAR). The MFAR proposal as written could have unintended 

consequences for older Americans we by significantly curtailing the 

longstanding flexibility states have to fund and pay for services in their Medicaid 

programs. 

 

2/05/2020 Requesting Additional Benefits for Agent Orange Exposed Veterans 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mark Takano (D-CA) 

 

This letter asked President Trump to take corrective action and bring an end to 

the suffering of thousands of severely ill veterans exposed to Agent Orange 

during their service in Vietnam. Veterans suffering from bladder cancer, 

hypothyroidism, parkinsonism, and hypertension because of their Agent Orange 

exposure are unable to access disability or health care benefits from VA, despite 

scientific and medical support to add these diseases to the Department of 

Veterans Affairsô (VA) presumptive list for service connection based on Agent 

Orange exposure. 
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2/05/2020 Hold Legislative Hearing on H.R. 2846 

Addressed to: House Committee on Veteransô Affairs Chairman Mark Takano 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brian Mast (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs to hold a legislative 

hearing on H.R. 2846, the Improving Veterans Access to Congressional Services 

Act of 2019. 

 

2/05/2020 EEOC Proposed Rule Against Federal Workersô Rights to Representation 

Addressed to: Hon. Janet Dhillon, Chairman, Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD) 

 

This letter addressed the proposed rule that undermines EEOCôs mission and 

creates potential impediments for federal workersô rights to representation.  

 

 

2/05/2020 Extension of In-State Tuition to those who have Relocated to Florida after 

the Earthquakes in Puerto Rico 

Addressed to: Mr. Marshal M. Criser III, Chancellor, State University System 

of Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested that the Chancellor extend in-state tuition to students 

displaced by the earthquakes in Puerto Rico since they do not meet the residency 

requirements at this time, but will be economically harmed if they are forced to 

pay regular rates. 

 

2/06/2020 Increased Funding for Maternal Health 

Addressed to: Hon. Ajit Pai, Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 

Primary Sending Office: Representative G. K. Butterfield (D-NC) 

 

This letter requested that funding for the Federal Communications Commissionôs 

(FCC) Connected Care Pilot Telehealth Program be allocated towards addressing 

the maternal health crisis in each state.  

 

2/11/2020 Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS) 

Addressed to: Hon. Francis Collins, MD, Director, National Institutes of Health 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and 

Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) 

 

This letter to NIH asked the Agency to strengthen and accelerate its work on 

Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS). 
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2/12/2020 Certify the Equal Rights Act 

Addressed to: Mr. David Ferriero, Archivist of the United States 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA)  

 

This letter urged the Archivist of the United States, who is in charge of certifying 

amendments to the Constitution once three-fourths of the states have ratified, to 

ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. The number of states needed to ratify has 

been reached with Virginia becoming the 38th state to ratify the ERA in January 

2020. 

 

2/12/2020 One-Year Anniversary of the Trump Administrationôs ñRemain in Mexico 

Policyò 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX)  

 

This letter urged the Archivist of the United States, who is in charge of certifying 

amendments to the Constitution once three-fourths of the states have ratified, to 

ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. The number of states needed to ratify has 

been reached with Virginia becoming the 38th state to ratify the ERA in January 

2020. 

 

2/18/2020 Oppose the New Faith-Based Regulations that the Administration has 

Proposed for Nine Federal Agencies 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jared Huffman (D-CA) and 

Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL)  

 

This letter to the Trump Administration is regarding nine proposed rules 

eliminating critical religious freedom protections recommended by the previous 

administrationôs Presidentôs Advisory Council on Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood partnerships for people who use government-funded social 

service programs. The proposed rules seek to weaken important first amendment 

rights. Their enactment would greatly undermine our countryôs social safety net 

by reducing peopleôs access to critical services, with the most vulnerable in our 

communities facing the greatest harm. 
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2/18/2020 Denial of Press Credentials 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL)  

 

This letter requested that the White House deny press credentials for TruNews 

because the news outlet was, and is, spreading hate including the following 

passages "the Coronavirus plague was sent by god to purge a lot of sin off this 

planet, such as vile, disgusting people transgendering their children." Also, "the 

United States has a brown invasion that has come in and is pushing white 

Europeans off the land." 

 

2/20/2020 The Deployment of 100 Border Patrol Tactical Units to Cities Across the 

United States 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA)  

 

This letter urged the Department of Homeland Security to immediately halt the 

deployment of these tactical units and notes significant concern about Customs 

and Border Control being designated a "Security Agency," giving it a new layer 

of protection shielding its agents from accountability and oversight. 

 

2/21/2020 Proposed Revisions to Lead and Copper National Primary Drinking Water 

Regulations 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Haley Stevens (D-MI)  

 

This letter expressed deep concerns about the critically important proposed 

revisions to the EPA Lead and Copper Rule (LCR), 84 Fed. Reg. 61,684 (Nov. 

13, 2019). It urged EPA to strengthen the proposal to ensure that the public, and 

particularly young children and pregnant mothers who are especially vulnerable 

to leadôs hazards, are fully protected from the scourge of lead-contaminated 

drinking water and recommends all lead service lines be required to be fully and 

promptly removed by public water systems by a date certain. 
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2/26/2020 2021 NBPPôs Policy on Cost-Sharing Assistance 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA), 

Representative Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ), Representative John Joyce (R-

PA), and Representative Rodney Davis (R-FL)  

 

This letter expressed concern that this proposed rule would reverse a patient-

friendly policy about how health plans treat cost-sharing assistance and make it 

even harder for patients to afford their medicines. While we value your 

partnership and interest in addressing high drug pricing, we believe the 

provisions in the proposed rule would put life-saving medications out of the 

hands of patients who need them.   

 

3/02/2020 International Criminal Court  

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Elaine Luria (D-VA)  

 

This letter requested that the Secretary of State extend support to Israel for 

matters before the International Criminal Court. 

 

3/05/2020 Expand Space-A Program for Disabled Veterans 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE) and 

Representative Gus Bilirakis (R-FL)  

 

This letter requested the expansion of the SPACE-A program to include all 

accompanying spouses and caregivers of totally disabled veterans. 

 

3/11/2020 United States Space Command 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump and Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, 

Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL)  

 

This letter urged the President to locate the headquarters of the U.S. Space 

Command in Florida. 

 

3/12/2020 COVID -19 Testing 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katie Porter (D-CA)  

 

This letter requested expedited assistance and regulatory guidance for new, 

simple COVID-19 tests that can be easily performed in a medical setting. 
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3/12/2020 Open Special Enrollment Period to Combat COVID-19 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lloyd Doggett (D-TX)  

 

This letter called on Secretary Alex Azar to employ existing authority to 

establish a Special Enrollment Period for patients to seek ACA Marketplace 

coverage during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

3/16/2020 Bahamas Offshore Drilling 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State and 

Stephanie Bowers, Charge dôAffaires, U.S. Embassy in The Bahamas 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

and Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL)  

 

This letter expressed concerns regarding the recent announcement regarding 

Bahamas Petroleum Companyôs (BPC) plans to begin drilling in Bahamian 

waters as soon as April 2020. 

 

3/17/2020 Reauthorization of Community Health Centers During COVID-19 

Outbreak  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), 

Representative Danny Davis (D-IL), Senator Elizabeth Warren, and Senator 

Bernie Sanders  

 

This letter highlighted the fact that funding for community health centers is set to 

expire on May 22 and, therefore, must be extended. 

 

3/17/2020 Florida Delegation - Urging Governor DeSantis Respond Immediately to 

COVID -19 Outbreak 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL)  

 

This letter urged Governor DeSantis to take immediate action to alleviate the 

financial impact of the coronavirus pandemic on small businesses and workers. 

 

3/17/2020 Mandate Federal Telework for COVID-19 Response 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gerald Connolly (D-VA)  

 

This letter urged the issuance of an Executive Order mandating telework for all 

eligible federal employees and contractors. 
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3/17/2020 Department of Defense 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA)  

 

This letter inquired as to how the President will utilize the Department of 

Defense in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

3/17/2020 Moratorium on Foreclosures and Evictions from FHFA, HUD, VA, USDA 

Federally Assisted Housing 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Calabria, Director, Federal Housing Finance Agency; 

Hon. Ben Carson, Secretary, Department of Housing and Urban Development; 

Hon. Robert Wilkie, Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs; Hon. Sonny 

Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)  

 

This letter requested that the following agencies institute an immediate, 

nationwide moratorium on all foreclosures of, and evictions from, properties 

owned, insured, or overseen by Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Department of Veterans Affairs, 

or the United States Department of Agricultureôs Rural Housing Service in light 

of the developing Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

 

3/18/2020 Moratorium on Foreclosures and Evictions from FHFA, HUD, VA, USDA 

Federally Assisted Housing 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Chris Pappas (D-NH)  

 

This letter requested that the Secretary do all she can to ensure that the costs 

associated with shuttering campuses and moving to online learning do not fall on 

students. 

 

3/18/2020 Protect Travel and Tourism Industry Amid COVID -19 Outbreak 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi; House Appropriations 

Chairwoman Nita Lowey and Ranking Member Kay Granger; House 

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Peter DeFazio and 

Ranking Member Sam Graves 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Dina Titus (D-NV) and Representative 

Gus Bilirakis (R-FL)  

 

This letter urged House leadership to prioritize the protection of travel and 

tourism industry jobs in any long-term coronavirus recovery bill. 
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3/19/2020 Corporate Accountability in COVID -19 Legislation 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lloyd Doggett (D-TX)  

 

This letter requested a temporary suspension of disconnections of water, sewer, 

electricity, and gas services in Florida for the next 60 days due to COVID-19. 

 

3/20/2020 Public Utilities and the Coronavirus 

Addressed to: Gary Clark, Commissioner, Florida Public Services and Jared 

Moskowitz, Director, Florida Division of Emergency Management 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL)  

 

This letter requested a temporary suspension of disconnections of water, sewer, 

electricity, and gas services in Florida for the next 60 days due to COVID-19. 

 

3/20/2020 Eliminate Immigration Restrictions on COVID -19 Testing (Public Charge) 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative TJ Cox (D-CA)  

 

This letter requested that those seeking medical attention for COVID-19 are not 

determined to be a "public charge" for the purposes of immigration rulings. 

 

3/20/2020 First Responders 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Pascrell Jr. (D-NJ)  

 

This letter requested that the COVID-19 Phase III relief package include support 

for first responders. 

 

3/20/2020 Assistance to Americans Stranded Abroad 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO)  

 

This letter requested clarity on what the State Department is doing to ensure the 

safe travel of American citizens as they seek to return home in the midst of the 

COVID-19 global pandemic. 
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3/20/2020 Direct Payments 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Madeleine Dean (D-PA)  

 

This letter requested that direct cash payments to American citizens be part of 

the COVID-19 Phase III relief package response. 

 

3/20/2020 Support and Relieve Rural Communities 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Thompson (D-CA)  

 

This letter reminded leadership of the unique needs of rural communities when it 

comes to medical care during the COVID-19 outbreak. As you know, 60 million 

people ï or one in five Americans ï live in rural America.  Rural counties make 

up nearly 85 percent of the 1,104 ñolder-age countiesòðthose with more than 20 

percent of their population age 65 or older. 

 

3/21/2020 Access to Care for Individuals with Disabilities During the Pandemic  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Sylvia Garcia (D-TX) and 

Representative Lloyd Doggett (D-TX)  

 

This letter urged leadership to consider requiring the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services (CMS) to temporarily suspend the 2-year waiting period for 

Medicare coverage for individuals with Social Security Disability Insurance 

(SSDI).  

 

3/21/2020 State and Local Tax 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Hakeem Jefferies (D-NY)  

 

This letter requested that the COVID-19 Phase III relief bill include the repeal of 

the $10,000 cap set on the state and local tax (SALT) deduction. 

 

3/21/2020 Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Conor Lamb (D-PA)  

 

This letter called for significant investments to expand childcare for workers 

combating the coronavirus. 
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3/23/2020 Demanding Answers for COVID-19 Test Availability 

Addressed to: White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Steve Cohen (D-TN)  

 

This letter demanded an explanation as to why there was a delay in test kit 

accessibility and shortages of medical equipment. 

 

3/23/2020 Protect the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  

Addressed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Secretary, Department of the Interior 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA) and 

Representative Francis Rooney (R-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concerns about the Department of the Interiorôs (DOI) 

proposed rule under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), based upon 

Solicitorôs Opinion M-37050 and urged the Sec to withdraw this proposal. The 

proposed rule removes prohibitions on the incidental take of migratory birds, 

ends federal authority to address the incidental take of birds from industrial 

hazards, and puts the lives of millions of birds at risk.  

 

3/23/2020 Withdraw Support for Lawsuit Against ACA  

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged the President to withdraw from Texas v. California and protect 

the ACA. 

 

3/24/2020 COVID -19 Testing and PPE 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL)  

 

This letter expressed deep concern with the lack of testing for COVID-19 and 

the lack of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for our medical professionals 

and first responders. 

 

3/24/2020 Florida Delegation ï Supporting the Cruise Industry and its Workers 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL)  

 

This letter expressed support for the cruise industry and its hundreds of 

thousands of American workers.  The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 

has severely impacted the cruise industry. 
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3/24/2020 Include Robust Assistance for Environmental Justice Communities in the 

Next COVID-19 Economic Recovery Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA) and 

Representative Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) 

 

This letter expressed concern for environmental justice communities, low-

income communities, communities of color, and Tribal and indigenous 

communities because they are especially vulnerable and live in areas that lack 

the necessary resources to fully recover from this pandemic.  

 

3/24/2020 Requesting a Shelter-in-Place Order for Florida 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL)  

 

This letter urged Governor DeSantis to issue a statewide shelter-in-place order to 

slow the spread of COVID-19 in Florida. Without adequate testing, treatment, or 

a vaccine COVID-19 will continue to jeopardize the lives of Floridians and 

overwhelm our health system. 

 

3/24/2020 Requesting Assistance for Florida Ports in the Stimulus Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) and Bill 

Posey (R-FL) 

 

This letter recommended the inclusion of at least $1 billion to mitigate the 

impact of the loss of cruise ship revenue. Florida ports should be expected to use 

a portion of these funds to compensate port employees who may be furloughed 

due to the disruption of cruises. 

 

3/25/2020 Support Funding to Hospitals 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX)  

 

This letter requested that the aid package include $155 billion in funding to aid 

our nationôs hospitals during this coronavirus pandemic. 
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3/25/2020 Support Local Governments 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Foster (D-IL)  

 

This letter asked House Leadership to take steps to safeguard states and local 

communities that are on the front lines of this emergency by ensuring that the 

Federal Reserve has the tools that it needs to stabilize the $3.8 trillion municipal 

bond market. 

 

3/25/2020 Include Robust Provisions Preventing Water Shutoffs in COVID-19 

Stimulus Response Bill 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rashida Tlaib (D-MI), Representative 

Debbie Dingell (D-MI), and Representative Daniel Kildee (D-MI)  

 

This letter called for the inclusion of a prohibition on water shutoffs in the aid 

package.  

 

3/26/2020 Help Students Gain Internet Access During COVID-19 Related Closures  

Addressed to: Hon. Ajit Pai, Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Abigail Spanberger (D-VA)  

 

This letter called on the FCC to take immediate steps to ensure that 

all students have adequate home access to the internet should their schools 

close in response to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

3/26/2020 USDA Produce Purchasing Authority 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) and 

Donna Shalala (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Secretary to use the USDA's Section 32 mechanism to 

purchase Florida produce during the pandemic to support domestic farmers and 

provide nutritious food to federal nutrition programs. 

 

3/26/2020 Follow-up Regarding Floridaôs Inadequate Unemployment Benefits   

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested the Governor's immediate attention to the ongoing 

unemployment disaster in Florida. 
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3/26/2020 Guaranteed Paid Sick Leave for Healthcare Workers 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA) 

 

This letter called on the Speaker and Leader McCarthy to ensure that the 

COVID-19 Phase III relief bill includes paid sick leave to frontline healthcare 

facility workers as a condition on the healthcare facilities being able to access 

funding. 

 

3/26/2020 Social Security Payroll Tax Cut 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative John Larson (D-CT) 

 

This letter expressed concern with the Trump Administration's idea to cut the 

Social Security payroll tax in light of the coronavirus pandemic, and instead 

requests an expansion of Social Security in order to help vulnerable Americans 

and stimulate the economy. 

 

3/27/2020 COVID Testing Sites 

Addressed to: Hon. Peter Gaynor, Administrator, FEMA, Department of 

Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL)  

 

This letter requested the urgent approval of the Florida Department of 

Emergency Management's request for a Community Based Testing Site in Palm 

Beach County. Palm Beach County has the third most confirmed cases of any 

county and is part of the tri-county area that makes up more than half of the 

current 2,359 confirmed cases statewide. 

 

3/27/2020 Hand Sanitizer Production 

Addressed to: Food and Drug Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative John Yarmuth (D-KY)  

 

This letter urged the FDA to update their guidance on hand sanitizer production 

so that distilleries can use what they have on hand to make it, which is in 

accordance with WHOôs formula. 
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3/30/2020 Protect Americaôs Homeless During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Addressed to: Hon. Benjamin S. Carson, Secretary, Department of Housing and 

Urban Development; Hon. Robert R. Redfield, MD, Director, Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention; and Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of 

Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jerry McNerney (D-CA)  

 

This letter asked HUD, CDC, and HHS what specific steps their agencies are 

taking to coordinate directly with state and local entities to ensure the proper 

care of Americaôs homeless population throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

4/02/2020 PPE for Childcare Providers 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security and Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Harley Rouda (D-CA)  

 

This letter requested personal protective equipment for childcare providers 

caring for the children of first responders, health care workers, and other 

essential workers. 

 

4/02/2020 Direct Stabilization Funding for Smaller Localities 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Andy Levin (D-MI), Representative 

Ben Ray Luján (D-NM), and Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO) 

 

This letter expressed concern that the relief packages have not provided direct 

funding to stabilize towns, counties, etc. under 500,000 people. 

 

4/02/2020 Support Lupus and Rheumatoid Arthritis Patients During COVID -19 

Addressed to: Vice President Mike Pence 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX) 

 

This letter supported Lupus and Rheumatoid Arthritis patients during COVID-19 

by insisting that Lupus and Rheumatoid Arthritis patients continue to have 

access to hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) and chloroquine. 

 

4/02/2020 Access to Safe, Clean Water 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brenda Lawrence (D-MI)  

 

This letter requested that Congress prioritize water infrastructure funding to local 

water providers and provide assistance to ensure that no American goes without 

water service due to an inability to pay during the pandemic.  
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4/02/2020 Help Seniors Get Relief ASAP 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Andrew Saul, Commissioner, Social Security Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR) 

 

This letter urged Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and SSA Commissioner Saul to 

automatically send payments to vulnerable seniors and individuals who 

experience disabilities, without these individuals needing to file a tax return. 

 

4/02/2020 Support International Education  

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Green, Administrator, USAID 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Quigley (D-IL), Representative 

Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), and Representative Nita Lowey (D-NY) 

 

This letter encouraged USAID to support distance learning opportunities for the 

1.5 billion children and youth who have had their education disrupted due to 

COVID-19. 

 

4/02/2020 Floridaôs Broken Unemployment Website 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Stephanie Murphy (D-FL), 

Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the governor to take advantage of recently passed legislation to 

enhance the stateôs unemployment insurance capabilities. 

 

4/03/2020 Expand Medicaid in Florida 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Al Lawson (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Governor and the state legislature to expand Medicaid 

during COVID-19 to allow more Floridians to have access to healthcare. 

 

4/06/2020 Prioritize SNAP 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative James McGovern (D-MA), 

Representative Marcia Fudge (D-OH), Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), 

and Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged Leadership to incorporate provisions in any upcoming stimulus 

to (1) boost the maximum SNAP benefit by 15 percent; (2) increase the monthly 

minimum SNAP benefit from $16 to $30; and (3) place a hold on harmful rules 

proposed by the Executive Branch that weaken SNAP. 
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4/06/2020 Florida Nursing Homes 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida; and Mary Mayhew, 

Secretary, Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested that the Governor and the AHCA work with nursing home 

administers to ensure that all facilities are following CDC guidelines, publicly 

release information about reported cases at specific facilities, and share what 

further steps they plan to take to protect nursing home residents. 

 

4/06/2020 COVID -19 Funding for the District of Columbia 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD) 

 

This letter requested that Washington, D.C. be treated like a state for the 

purposes of future aid packages.  

 

4/06/2020 COVID -19 Testing 

Addressed to: Vice President Mike Pence 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO) 

 

This letter requested that first responders be the priority for the administration of 

COVID-19 tests. 

4/07/2020 Essential Business Designation 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested that gun and ammunition retailers not be considered 

essential businesses. 

  

4/07/2020 Haiti  

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested that the Department of Homeland Security cease all 

deportations of Haitian nationals. 
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4/07/2020 Specialty Crop Relief and Assistance through the CARES Act 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged the USDA to reserve funding provided via the CARES Act to 

develop and execute a recovery and relief plan for the specialty crop industryð

specifically to make fresh produce purchases (for federal nutrition programs, 

etc.) and direct payments to specialty crop producers, as well as provide 

assistance for shippers and growers to meet their obligations under the 

Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act. 

 

4/08/2020 Water Affordability Assistance 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Marcia Fudge (D-OH) and 

Representative John Katko (R-NY) 

 

This letter requested that future COVID-19 aid packages include provisions that 

address access to clean drinking water and safe wastewater systems during the 

pandemic.   

  

4/08/2020 Address the Needs of Domestic and Sexual Violence Survivors 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA), Representative 

Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI), Representative 

Debbie Dingell (D-MI), and Representative Ann McLane Kuster (D-NH) 

 

This letter requested more funding for domestic and sexual violence survivors in 

Phase IV COVID-19 legislation. 

 

4/08/2020 Broadband Funding 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Abigail Spanberger (D-VA)  

 

This letter urged Leadership to include at least $2 Billion in funding for the 

FCC's E-Rate Program in the fourth coronavirus package in order to expand 

broadband access. 
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4/08/2020 State and Local Governments 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Charlie Crist (D-FL) and 

Representative Gerald Connolly (D-VA)  

 

This letter requested robust further assistance and flexibility for state and local 

governments in the next coronavirus relief package. 

  

4/08/2020 Include VAWA Reauthorization in Phase IV Legislation 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rodney Davis (R-IL), Representative 

Ann Kirkpatrick (D-AZ), and Representative Susan Brooks (R-IN)  

 

This letter requested that the Violence Against Women Act be reauthorized in a 

4th COVID-19 package along with increased flexibilities and funding for 

organizations that receive these funds. 

 

4/08/2020 Home Infusion for Medicare Beneficiaries During COVID-19 Pandemic 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Eliot Engle (D-NY) and 

Representative Fred Upton (R-MI)  

 

This letter encouraged continued collaboration with Congress & stakeholders to 

ensure that Medicare beneficiaries can access physician-administered Part B-

covered infused and injectable medicines in the home setting during the COVID-

19 public health emergency. 

 

4/08/2020 $100 Billion for Emergency Rental Assistance 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jesús García (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged Leadership to include $100B in Emergency Rental Assistance 

in the next stimulus package. 
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4/08/2020 Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), 

Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI), and Representative Rashida Tlaib (D-

MI)  

 

This letter requested no less than $4,300,000,000 in supplemental funding for the 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and to include 

additional authority and funds to allow assistance similar to LIHEAP to be 

provided to benefit households economically affected by COVID-19 with 

drinking water and wastewater services during this national emergency. 

 

4/08/2020 Select Committee 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Cedric Richmond (D-LA)  

 

This letter requested that a select committee be established to investigate the 

disproportionate health outcomes COVID-19 is having on our nation's minority 

communities.  

 

4/09/2020 Benefits for Immigrants 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Cedric Richmond (D-LA)  

 

This letter requested that any future aid package include language that would 

ensure immigrants and families are eligible to receive any proposed direct 

payments and other benefits. 

 

4/09/2020 Publish Workplace Safety Guidelines 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert R. Redfield, MD, Director, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Foster (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged the CDC to publish guidelines for employers regarding 

workplace safety conditions during the pandemic so as to flatten the curve and 

protect the workers who do not have the option to work from home. 
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4/09/2020 CARES Act Hospital Disbursement 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL)  

 

This letter requested the disbursement of the $100 billion for hospitals included 

in the CARES Act as quickly as possible so as to avoid layoffs and closures. 

 

4/09/2020 Health Disparities Data 

Addressed to: Scott Rivkees, M.D., Surgeon General, Florida Department of 

Health 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL)  

 

This letter urged the FL Department of Health to publish county-level 

demographic data on who is being infected, tested, and passes away from 

COVID-19 disease.  

 

4/09/2020 USDA Relief to Florida Farmers 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL)  

 

This letter urged USDA to immediately provide critical aid to save FL farms 

amid the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

4/09/2020 Support Rural Hospitals 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Eric Hargan, Deputy Secretary, Department of Health and 

Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative TJ Cox (D-CA), Representative 

Emmanuel Cleaver II (D-MO), Representative Robert Latta (R-OH), and 

Representative Jack Bergman (R-MI)  

 

This letter requested that such needs are taken into consideration when allocating 

the $100B provided by the CARES Act to ensure they get their equitable share. 

 

4/13/2020 Release Clear Small Business Guidance 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Andy Kim (D-NJ) 

 

This letter highlighted the concerns expressed by local businesses regarding how 

programs authorized under the CARES Act have been implemented to date. 
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4/13/2020 SNAP Hot Foods 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Grace Meng (D-NY) and 

Representative Adriano Espaillat (D-NY) 

 

This letter requested that the Secretary allow SNAP beneficiaries to purchase hot 

food items from those already accepting EBT. 

4/13/2020 PPP Affiliate 

Addressed to: Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business 

Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) and 

Representative Gregory Stuebe (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested assistance in clarifying affiliation rules for small businesses 

seeking access to the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and advocated for 

waivers of affiliation rules if at least 70 percent of equity interests are owned by 

a single equity holder. 

 

4/13/2020 Protect Floridians During COVID -19 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) and 

Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter highlighted the steps to be taken in order to protect FL during the 

pandemic, including expanding Medicaid, boosting resources to enroll Floridians 

in Medicaid/CHIP, and withdrawing Florida from the ACA lawsuit. 

 

4/13/2020 Frontline Transit Workers  

Addressed to: Hon. K. Jane Williams, Acting Administrator, Federal Transit 

Administration, Department of Transportation  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Tom Malinowski (D-NJ) and 

Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 

 

This letter asked that FTAôs recently updated guidance regarding PPE and safety 

protections for transit workers be made mandatory and improved upon in line 

with guidance provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). 
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4/14/2020 Community Development Block Grants 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative David Cicilline (D-RI)  

 

This letter requested an increase for the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Program in any upcoming stimulus package. The funds will allow 

communities to assist businesses, help construct critical health infrastructure, 

create necessary jobs, and provide other essential services.   

 

4/14/2020 Emergency Funding for PAWS 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katherine Clark (D-MA), 

Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Representative Katie Porter (D-CA), 

and Representative Vern Buchanan (R-FL)  

 

This letter requested additional funding to support shelter and transitional 

housing services for survivors of domestic violence and additional funding for 

the Department of Justice Emergency and Transitional Pet Shelter and Housing 

Assistance grant program. 

 

4/14/2020 Pandemic Price Caps on Life-Saving Prescription Drugs 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA)  

 

This letter requested the setting of immediate price caps, through the duration of 

this pandemic, for those drugs that treat the medical conditions most adversely 

affected by COVID-19, like medications for heart disease, insulin for diabetes, 

and inhalers and steroids for asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD). 

 

4/15/2020 Protect Our Right to Vote during COVID -19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Elissa Slotkin (D-MI)  

 

This letter stressed the importance of adequately adapting and funding our 

election infrastructure during the COVID-19 crisis. 
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4/15/2020 Oppose Fossil Fuel Industry Bailout 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jerome Powell, Chair, Federal Reserve 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nanette Barragán (D-CA) and Senator 

Ed Markey (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged that funding for the pandemic is not used to bailout big oil 

companies. 

 

4/15/2020 Eliminate Federal Cost Share 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Pascrell Jr. (D-NJ) and 

Representative John Rutherford (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged the President to eliminate the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) non-Federal cost share required by the disaster declaration to 

help state, local, tribal and territorial governments fight this global pandemic. 

 

4/15/2020 Support Health Facilities and Workforce 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Cheri Bustos (D-IL)  

 

This letter requested that the phase four COVID-19 bill include funding to keep 

medical staff on the front lines serving COVID-19 patients. This includes 

funding to front-line healthcare facilities or states to temporarily hire volunteer 

healthcare workers and to cover out-of-pocket COVID-19 medical costs for all 

front-line health care workers. 

 

4/15/2020 Expedited Guidance and Assistance for Florida Fishing Industries 

Addressed to: Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Department of Commerce 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL)  

 

This letter asked Secretary Ross to expedite guidance for the distribution of the 

$300 million appropriated to Commerce by the CARES Act, and that he assists 

Floridaôs fishing industries through all means currently available to him. 
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4/15/2020 Fair Lending and the Paycheck Protection Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gregory Meeks (D-NY), 

Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH), and 

Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested guidance that requires lenders to report on the 

demographics of their Paycheck Protection Program lending and reaffirms 

lenders' obligations to comply with fair lending laws.  

 

4/15/2020 Requesting a Briefing from MBDA 

Addressed to: Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Department of Commerce 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bobby Rush (D-IL)  

 

This letter requested a briefing from MBDA on how the $10 million 

appropriated in the CARES Act will be used and the timeline for using these 

funds. 

 

4/15/2020 Safety in Union Elections 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Andy Levin (D-MI)  

 

This letter requested that the next legislative package responding to COVID-19 

include funding and a directive to the National Labor Relations Board to develop 

a system and procedures to conduct electronic union representation elections. 

 

4/16/2020 Establish Rural COVID-19 Task Force 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Representative 

Antonio Delgado (D-NY), and Representative Xochitl Torres Small (D-NM) 

 

This letter urged the USDA to establish a ñRural COVID-19 Task Forceò to help 

identify rural needs and tailor the allocation of resources to address them. 

 

4/16/2020 Support Caregivers 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX) and 

Representative Debra Haaland (D-NM) 

 

This letter requested that the next relief bill establish ñFamily Careò for essential 

workers and vulnerable family caregivers.   
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4/16/2020 Relief for Dialysis Patients and Providers 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donald Payne Jr. (D-NJ) 

 

This letter urged the inclusion of dialysis patient and provider relief in the 

upcoming coronavirus relief package. 

 

4/16/2020 Equitable Disbursement of Public Health and Social Services Emergency 

Fund (PHSSEF) 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donna Shalala (D-FL) and Senator 

Marco Rubio (R-FL)  

 

This letter urged funding allocated in the second tranche that accounts for a 

payor mix that includes sources beyond Medicare fee-for-service (FFS), 

including accounting for states and jurisdictions with higher levels of Medicaid 

and Medicare Advantage enrollment that are quickly becoming COVID-19 hot 

spots. 

 

4/17/2020 Federally Qualified Health Center Look-Alikes 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Matt Cartwright (D-PA) 

 

This letter urged House Leadership to broaden the group of community health 

centers who are able to receive future COVID-19 funding to include Federally 

Qualified Health Center ñLook-Alikesò as they ensure access to health care for 

underserved, rural, and economically vulnerable populations, regardless of their 

ability to pay for services. 

 

4/20/2020 Support Healthcare workers on the Front Lines 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Norma Torres (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged the prioritization of the needs of healthcare workers in next aid 

package.  
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4/20/2020 FEMA Natural Disaster Preparation Efforts  

Addressed to: Hon. Peter Gaynor, Administrator, FEMA, Department of 

Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jerry McNerney (D-CA) and Senator 

Kamala Harris (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested information about what specific steps the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is taking to ensure that it is 

adequately prepared to respond to a natural disaster during the COVID-19 

pandemic and beyond. 

 

4/20/2020 Distance Learning 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Marcia Fudge (D-OH) 

 

This letter urged increased funding for distance learning in the next COVID-19 

relief package. The additional funds would help students and teachers adapt to 

new learning environments, such as distance, virtual and online learning. 

 

4/20/2020 Streamline Access to Economic Impact Payments for Homeless and Foster 

Youth 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Charles Rettig, Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, Department of 

Treasury 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Danny Davis (D-IL), Representative 

Jackie Walorski (R-IN), and Representative John Yarmuth (D-KY)  

 

This letter urged the IRS and Treasury to establish a simple, expedited procedure 

and process for independent young adults who are homeless or in the foster 

system to claim Economic Impact Payments now. 

 

4/20/2020 Pandemic Unemployment Assistance 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested answers to a number of questions: 1) Has the Governor 

requested funding from the Department of Labor?; (2) When will backlogged 

claims be cleared?; Will you provide daily updates on number of claims resolved 

and payments made? (4) When will the benefit network be fully integrated at the 

state level? 
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4/21/2020 Essential Workers Bill of Rights 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ro Khanna (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested a number of protections be afforded essential workers in the 

next aid package including collective bargaining, universal paid sick leave, 

whistleblower protection, health care security, and support for childcare. 

 

4/21/2020 Live Events 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jim Cooper (D-TN) 

 

This letter requested the inclusion of assistance in the next COVID-19 stimulus 

bill for musicians, songwriters, live events workers, and performance venues. 

 

4/21/2020 Racial Discrimination Against Persons of African Descent, Including 

African Americans, in the Guangzhou Area of China 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE) 

 

This letter requested that the Secretary demand that China allow safe passage for 

American citizens seeking to leave China because of its discriminatory policies; 

reach out to all American citizens to let them know about these policies; contact 

China's Foreign Minister and demand a reversal of these discriminatory policies. 

 

4/21/2020 Ensure Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Provisions  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lloyd Doggett (D-TX), 

Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL), Representative Lucy McBath (D-GA), 

Representative Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), Representative Ann Kirkpatrick (D-AZ), 

Representative Charlie Crist (D-FL), and Representative Steve Cohen (D-TN) 

 

This letter expressed the urgent need to protect the maintenance of efforts 

requirements (MOE) attached to increased Medicaid funding.  These 

requirements were included in the Families First Coronavirus Response Act and 

are vital to ensure Governors do not cut people from the Medicaid and CHIP 

rolls, restrict eligibility, or limit benefits to save money.  
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4/21/2020 COVID -19 Waivers for WIC and Child Nutrition Programs  

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alma Adams (D-NC) 

 

This letter requested that USDA immediately extend COVID-19 waivers for 

WIC and child nutrition programs and to provide additional information for 

states on when CR-SNAP emergency allotments and SNAP wavers will be 

extended. 

 

4/21/2020 Ensure Rural Electrical Cooperative PPP Eligibility 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ron Kind (D-WI) and Representative 

Jackie Walorski (R-IN) 

 

This letter urged the SBA and Treasury to ensure that electric cooperatives will 

be considered eligible recipients under the Paycheck Protection Program. 

 

4/21/2020 Floridaôs Unemployment Insurance System 

Addressed to: Jonathan Satter, Secretary, Florida Department of Management 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) 

 

This letter called Secretary Satterôs attention to the problems and failures of the 

current unemployment system and urges him to address those issues and provide 

a plan of action in response. 

 

4/22/2020 Per Capita Distribution in Future Stimulus Bills  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Foster (D-IL) and Representative 

Sean Casten (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged House leadership to insist on a truly fair, equal per capita 

distribution of funds to all states, territories, and districts.  Additionally, it urges 

that this correction be retroactive, and that the fundamental principle of equal 

per-capita distribution of relief be applied to all programs in this and future 

coronavirus response packages. 

 

4/22/2020 Protect Essential Workers 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donna Shalala (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged leadership to prioritize protections for property service workers 

through proper compensation, access to PPE, and economic relief. 
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4/22/2020 Main Street Lending Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jerome Powell, Chair, Federal Reserve 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 

 

This letter asked the Secretary and the Chairman to let lenders use alternative 

metrics to ensure that new companies and those that have reinvested profits 

aren't excluded from the Main Street Lending Program.  

 

4/22/2020 Impacts of COVID-19 and Air Pollution in Low-Income and Minority 

Communities 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bobby Rush (D-IL)  

 

This letter highlighted the vital nature of clean air protections and the alarming 

number of COVID-19 deaths within minority and low-income communities ð 

who are more likely to live in counties with high levels of air pollution. 

 

4/22/2020 Provide Access to Benefits Under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Recipients  

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX) 

 

This letter called for the repeal of 45 C.F.R. Section 152.2(8), which currently 

excludes DACA recipients from the definition of "lawfully present." 

 

4/22/2020 Support for State and Local Governments 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jerome Powell, Chair, Federal Reserve 

Primary Sending Office: Representative C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD) 

 

This letter requested the Treasury and the Federal Reserve utilize a portion of the 

Exchange Stabilization Fund to serve the financing needs of state and local 

governments. 

 

4/22/2020 H.R. 6 ï the American Dream and Promise Act of 2019 

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX) 

 

This letter urged Majority Leader McConnell to hold a vote on H.R. 6, the 

American Dream and Promise Act of 2019. 
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4/23/2020 Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Andy Levin (D-MI)  

 

This letter requested the inclusion of at least $2 billion in stabilization funding 

for the IMLS in any upcoming relief bill.  

 

4/23/2020 CFAP Payment Limits to Farmers and Ranchers 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) and 

Representative Mike Simpson (R-ID) 

 

This letter requested that the President remove the payment limits set by the 

USDA under the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) for farmers and 

ranchers due to the enormous impact COVID-19 has had on the agricultural 

community. 

 

4/23/2020 SBA PPP Eligibility for Lenders Not Making PPP Loans 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ted Budd (R-NC) and Representative 

Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO) 

 

This letter urged clarity in PPP regulatory rules and guidance to ensure that 

lending and finance companies that are not in the business of making PPP loans 

have the ability to apply for and receive PPP loans. 

 

4/23/2020 Repeal Tax Break for Real Estate Developers in the CARES Act 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 

 

This letter urged House and Senate Leadership to repeal the CARES Act tax 

break for real estate developers in the next aid package. 

 

4/24/2020 Medicare Advance Payment Interest Rates 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Michael Waltz (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged the consideration of all options available to provide increased 

flexibility for interest rates and repayment of expanded Medicare Accelerated 

and Advanced Payments during the COVID pandemic. 
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4/24/2020 Amicus Brief Opposing the Repeal of the Clean Power Plan 

Addressed to: U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jared Huffman (D-CA) and 

Representative Paul Tonko (D-NY) 

 

This amicus brief opposed the Environmental Protection Agencyôs (EPA) 

replacement of the Obama Administrationôs Clean Power Plan (CPP) with the 

Trump Administrationôs so-called Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) Rule. The 

brief asserts that EPA acted well within its broad authority under the Clean Air 

Act to issue the Clean Power Plan and rejects its repeal by the Trump 

Administration. 

 

4/24/2020 Hurricane Season Preparation 

Addressed to: Jared Moskowitz, Director, Florida Division of Emergency 

Management 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Val Demings (D-FL)  

 

This letter asked the Director to brief the delegation on the stateôs plan for the 

2020 Atlantic hurricane season, which is expected to overlap with the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

 

4/24/2020 Improve Medicaid Access for Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) Patients Impacted 

by COVID-19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Danny Davis (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged House leadership to include language in the next stimulus bill 

directing the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to develop a 

demonstration program under Medicaid (including Medicare/Medicaid dual 

eligible) focused on improving outpatient preventive and primary care for 

individuals with SCD. 

 

4/24/2020 Address Industrial Sources of PFAS in Future Water Infrastructure Bill 

Addressed to: House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman 

Peter DeFazio and Ranking Member Sam Graves 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Chris Pappas (D-NH) 

 

This letter urged the Chairman to prioritize addressing industrial releases of 

PFAS in a future water infrastructure package. 
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4/24/2020 USDAôs Decision to Allow the Importation of Citrus from China 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) and 

Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed the opposition of FL Members to the USDA's allowance for 

the importation of citrus from China, as it compounds the problem of continued 

dumping of citrus from Mexico. 

 

4/27/2020 Release Emergency Financial Aid Grants to All Students 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Eric Swalwell (D-CA) 

 

This letter addressed the Department of Educationôs delayed disbursement of 

Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 

and Economic Security (CARES) Act and the restrictive guidance it issued 

regarding the use of those funds.  

 

4/27/2020 COVID Emergency STA of 2.5 Spectrum on Tribal Lands 

Addressed to: Hon. Ajit Pai, Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Deb Haaland (D-NM) and 

Representative Tom Cole (R-OK) 

 

This letter requested emergency special temporary authority of GHz spectrum on 

tribal lands.  

 

4/27/2020 Charities 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Seth Moulton (D-MA)  

 

This letter requested a distinct reserve be established for nonprofit loans and 

expand the eligibility for nonprofits to participate in the Paycheck Protection 

Program. 

 

4/28/2020 Guarantee Access to HIV Treatments During the Pandemic 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested information about steps the Department of Health and 

Human Services is taking to ensure that access to HIV treatment and pre-

exposure prophylaxis are not disrupted during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

including monitoring the risk that COVID-19 poses to people living with HIV 

and supporting communities disproportionately impacted by HIV. 
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4/28/2020 Support Non-Profit 501(c)(5) Labor Unions 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Judy Chu (D-CA), Representative 

Sylvia Garcia (D-TX), and Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA)  

 

This letter supported Labor Unions (501 c5 non-profits) becoming eligible for 

the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan program and related federal 

support. 

 

4/28/2020 Cover Internet Cost for SNAP Participants 

Addressed to: Hon. Ajit Pai, Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Senator Richard 

Durban (D-IL), Representative Marcia Fudge (D-OH), and Representative Anna 

Eshoo (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged the FCC to work with USDA to inform SNAP recipients of 

their eligibility for the FCCôs Lifeline program.  

 

4/28/2020 Rural Health Providers 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative G.K. Butterfield (D-NC) 

 

This letter expressed concern regarding the lack of transparency on how funds 

from the Provider Relief Fund established in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security Act (CARES Act), will be dispersed to rural providers.    

 

4/29/2020 Support English Learners During COVID Crisis 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy; House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey and 

Ranking Member Kay Granger  

Primary Sending Office: Representative James Langevin (D-RI)  

 

This letter requested that Leadership include an additional $1 billion for Title III 

of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act in the next emergency package 

to address the needs of English Learner students, their teachers, and their 

families. 
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4/29/2020 Support Blood Center Financial Relief 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jerry McNerney (D-CA), 

Representative Rodney Davis (R-IL), Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY), and 

Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA)  

 

This letter requested financial relief for blood centers as they ensure a continued 

safe and robust blood supply while at the same time supporting the needs of 

patients during COVID-19. 

  
4/30/2020 Support Nature-Based Infrastructure in WRDA  

Addressed to: House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman 

Peter DeFazio and Ranking Member Sam Graves 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nanette Barragán (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested the inclusion of two critical environmental reforms to 

remove arbitrary barriers to natural infrastructure, and to make it easier for low 

income and underserved communities to engage in effective flood risk 

management planning for their communities. 

  
4/30/2020 Medicaid Expansion 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Governor to opt-in to the Affordable Care Actôs expansion 

of Medicaid. Expanding Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act has played an 

important role in reducing the uninsured rate and enabling the most vulnerable 

people in our country to get access to health care. 

 

4/30/2020 COVID -19 TRIO Funding 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy; House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey and 

Ranking Member Kay Granger  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

 

This letter requested significant funding to be allocated to Federal TRIO 

Programs (TRIO) to support vulnerable students and their families impacted by 

COVID-19. 
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4/30/2020 Support Funding for Community Health Centers 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), Senator 

Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), and Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) 

 

This letter urged leadership to support community health centers by including a 

funding level of $77.3 billion, with $7.6 billion in emergency funds, in the next 

aid package. 

 

5/01/2020 Rural Health Provider Fund 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Eric Hargan, Deputy Secretary, Department of Health and 

Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Xochitl Torres Small (D-NM) 

 

This letter requested that HHS allocate at least 20% of the $75 billion 

appropriated to the Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund by the 

Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act to rural 

providers 

 

5/01/2020 Student Debt Cancellation and Long-term Relief in Next COVID-19 Bill 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), 

Representative Ilhan Omar (D-MN), and Representative Alma Adams (D-NC)  

 

This letter requested that House leadership ensure any future relief packages 

include student loan debt cancellation and long-term relief for all struggling 

borrowers shouldering record levels of student loan debt amid this pandemic. 

 

5/01/2020 Prevent Cuts in Federal Funding for Statesô Childrenôs Health Insurance 

Program (CHIP) 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA)  

 

This letter urged action to save CHIP in the next COVID-19 package/stimulus. 

Congress increased the CHIP's Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) 

by 11.5% for FY2020. This increase expires October 1, 2020, so CHIPôs FMAP 

may decline at the same time our states are struggling against a public health 

emergency. The letter urges the next COVID-19 response package (CARES2) to 

extend the 11.5% increase to FMAP until October 2021. 
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5/01/2020 Prioritize Mental Health of College Students 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA)  

 

This letter urged leadership to include H.R. 4327, the Enhancing Mental Health 

and Suicide Prevention Through Campus Planning Act, in the next COVID 

package. This legislation would require the Department of Education to 

coordinate with the Department of Health and Human Services to encourage 

institutions of higher education to develop and implement comprehensive mental 

health and suicide prevention plans. 

  
5/01/2020 Help Funeral Homes and Workers Meet the Demands of COVID-19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative William Lacy Clay (D-MO) and 

Representative Yvette Clarke (D-NY)  

 

This letter asked for leadership to include language to protect funeral homes, 

their workers, and families of deceased persons. Funeral home workers must use 

personal protective equipment to protect themselves and others from accidental 

transmission of COVID-19 and other illnesses. However, funeral homes and 

workers are not being treated as frontline workers and many of the efforts to 

provide PPE to first responders, health providers, and others did not address the 

needs of this community that experiences direct contact with COVID- 19 

victims. We ask that leadership correct this issue by requiring that States 

receiving relief funding include funeral home and mortuaries in their efforts to 

extend PPE to frontline health care workers and first responders. 

  
5/01/2020 Collect Demographic Data on Prison Inmates COVID-19 Infections and 

Outcomes 

Addressed to: Hon. Larry Hogan, Governor, Maryland; and Hon. Andrew 

Cuomo, Governor, New York  

Primary Sending Office: Representative David Trone (D-MD) and 

Representative Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY)  

 

This letter urged the National Governors Association to encourage governors to 

collect and release demographic COVID-19 data for incarcerated populations so 

that Congress can have a better understanding of the problem of infections in 

these environments, which will help guide the legislative response.  
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5/01/2020 EIDL for Small Farms  

Addressed to: Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business 

Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Antonio Delgado (D-NY), 

Representative Josh Harder (D-CA) and Representative Anthony Brindisi (D-

NY) 

 

While Congress had passed the CARES Act with provisions to ensure that 

farmers are eligible for the Emergency Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program, 

the SBA had stopped accepting applications for EIDL essentially maintaining 

famers' ineligibility. This letter requested a detailed plan of how the SBA will 

address these concerns and how SBA plans to process new EIDL applications, as 

well as for detailed information on the current number and amount of EIDL 

applications pending and how much of the newly provided EIDL funding is 

estimated be available after the SBA has processed all existing loan applications. 

  
5/01/2020 Dialysis Patients 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida; and  

Scott Rivkees, M.D., Surgeon General, Florida Department of Health 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested protection of Florida dialysis patients and maintaining the 

supply chain for equipment and supplies needed for dialysis. End-stage renal 

disease patients are among the most vulnerable at this time due to compromised 

immune systems and the need to regularly expose themselves to risk by leaving 

their home for dialysis treatment. There are also reports of COVID-19 causing 

kidney damage, causing shortages of dialysis machines. 

 

5/02/2020 Economic Impact Payments 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury 

Primary  Sending Office: Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR) 

 

This letter requested that the Treasury redouble efforts to ensure those without 

broadband internet access not be forgotten when sending out payments.  
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5/04/2020 Require States to Prioritize COVID -19 Testing in Long-term Care Facilities 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL)  

 

This letter reiterated congressional concern about the devastating impact of the 

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic on the residents and workers of 

long-term care facilities, including nursing homes and other congregate living 

settings. It also requested that a portion of the emergency funding appropriated 

by Congress as part of the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 

Enhancement Act be allocated to states specifically for the development, 

purchase, administration, or provision of COVID-19 diagnostic tests for long-

term care facilities. Diagnostic testing remains one of the most essential tools we 

can utilize to contain COVID-19 and prevent future spikes 

 

5/04/2020 Support Mental Health for Healthcare Workers during COVID -19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL)  

 

This letter asked leadership to consider funding mental health resources for 

doctors, nurses, and other healthcare workers. With so many risking their lives 

for our well-being ï so many of whom were already suffering ï it is our duty to 

look out for their well-being in return. 

 

5/07/2020 Funding for Rural STEM Education Infrastructure  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative TJ Cox (D-CA) and Representative 

Troy Balderson (R-OH)  

 

This letter urged leadership to mitigate the educational disruptions and long-term 

economic impacts of the COVID-19 crisis by investing in STEM school 

infrastructure. 
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5/08/2020 Support Additional Homelessness Grant Funding 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), 

Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO), Representative Rashida Tlaib (D-MI), and 

Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA)  

 

This letter called for robust funding in the next relief package to support state 

and local efforts to protect those experiencing homelessness during the 

pandemic. 

 

5/08/2020 Help Close the Homework Gap During COVID -19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Grace Meng (D-NY)  

 

This letter urged leadership to include the $2 billion Emergency Educational 

Connections Act of 2020 in the next coronavirus relief package to assist students 

without internet access. 

 

5/08/2020 Include Forest Recovery Act in Future Stimulus 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Neal Dunn (D-FL), Representative 

Earl Carter (R-GA), and Representative Sanford Bishop (D-GA)  

 

This letter requested support for the timber industry. Many of the forest 

landowners have already experienced immense financial loss due to hurricanes, 

and the Coronavirus has exacerbated this struggle. The Forest Recovery Act 

allows forest landowners to deduct the market value of timber destroyed by 

natural disasters as opposed to the salvage value. 
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5/08/2020 Provide 340B Flexibility for Healthcare Providers on the Front Lines of the 

Pandemic 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Chris Stewart (R-UT) and 

Representative Doris Matsui (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged leaders to provide hospitals with temporary flexibility related to 

340B program eligibility in future COVID-19 relief legislation.  Specifically, the 

letter asks that legislation to temporarily waive the Medicare disproportionate 

share (DSH) adjustment percentage requirements for eligibility and the 

prohibition on purchasing covered outpatient drugs through a group purchasing 

organization (GPO). 

 

5/08/2020 COVID -19 Testing in Florida 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested the Governor develop a comprehensive strategy for re-

opening that involves robust testing to keep track of, and hopefully stymie, the 

spread of COVID-19 to protect the health and well-being of Florida. 

 

5/08/2020 Support Emergency Funding for the CDCôs Surveillance for Emerging 

Threats to Mothers and Babies Program  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

 

This letter urged House leaders to fund a key CDC program that can help track 

the short term and long-term impact of COVID-19 on pregnant and postpartum 

women and their babies. 

 

5/11/2020 HIV/AIDS Funding  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA) 

 

This letter aimed at mitigating the impact of COVID-19 on people living with or 

at risk for HIV, viral hepatitis, STIs and infections linked to opioid and other 

substance use disorders. Ryan White Program providers and community-based 

organizations are on the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 

additional funding will meet the pressing needs of their patients and clients. 
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5/11/2020 FY20 STOP School Violence Act 

Addressed to: Katharine Sullivan, Principle Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 

Office of Justice Programs, Department of Justice 

Primary Sending Office: Representative John Rutherford (R-FL) and 

Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested the Office of Justice Programsô Bureau of Justice 

Assistance (BJA) postpone the grant application deadline for the STOP School 

Violence, FY2020 Competitive Grant Solicitation (BJA-2020-17312) from June 

9th to early August, as eligible entities including state governments and schools 

face institutional capacity issues as they manage the current COVID-19 

pandemic. With federal grant applications taking a substantial amount of time 

and investment to plan and draft, we want to ensure all eligible entities commit 

to applying and have ample time to submit applications in a thoughtful and 

timely manner. 

 

5/14/2020 Support Medicare Providers in the Provider Relief Fund 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services  

Primary Sending Office: Representative G.K. Butterfield (D-NC) 

 

This letter advocated for more funding from the Provider Relief Fund to be sent 

to healthcare providers serving high numbers of Medicaid and low-income 

patients.  

 

5/15/2020 Support for State and Local Governments 

Addressed to: Hon. Jerome Powell, Chair, Federal Reserve 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Levin (D-CA) and 

Representative Sean Casten (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged the Federal Reserve to join the Network for Greening the 

Financial System (NGFS) as an active member 

 

5/15/2020 Criminal History and Load Eligibility  

Addressed to: Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business 

Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Dina Titus (D-NV) 

 

The SBA PPP and EIDL applications ask applicants about their criminal history, 

but the SBA does not disclose how it is using answers to these questions in 

determining eligibility. One in three Americans has a criminal record, and access 

to these vital small business assistance programs is necessary to help small 

business owners continue to provide for themselves and their families through 

legal business practices. This letter to the SBA Administrator asks for 

clarification on these issues.  
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5/15/2020 Study of Floridaôs Unemployment System 

Addressed to: Hon. Gene Dodaro, Comptroller General, Government 

Accountability Office 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested the agency study Florida in its upcoming reports on UI and 

COVID-19.  

 

5/15/2020 Immediate Audit of PPP 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alma Adams (D-NC) 

 

This letter urged House and Senate Leadership to direct the newly formed 

Bipartisan House Select Committee on the Coronavirus Crisis, the Congressional 

Oversight Commission and the Pandemic Response Accountability Committee 

to immediately prioritize a thorough and ongoing review of the PPP. 

 

5/19/2020 HIV Self-Testing 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susan Wild (D-PA)  

 

This letter requested an update on how HHS, including HRSA, OMH, and 

SAMHSA can further incorporate self-testing strategies and further achieve the 

diagnosis goals of the first pillar of the Ending the HIV Epidemic: A Plan for 

America, initiative. 

 

5/20/2020 Amicus Brief to Halt the Operation of the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) 

Addressed to: U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ)  

 

This amicus brief argues that the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) must be 

stopped until the Environmental Impact Statement is complete, per NEPA, and 

the progression of DAPL undermines the sovereignty and treaty rights of tribal 

peoples. 

 

5/20/2020 LGBTQ Data Collection 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Raul Grijalva (D-AZ) and Senator 

Robert Menendez (D-NJ)  

 

This letter requested that Secretary Azar include information on sexual 

orientation and gender identity as part of any COVID-19 data collection efforts. 
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5/20/2020 COVID -19 Data Transparency and FDOH Official Firing 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida; and  

Scott Rivkees, M.D., Surgeon General, Florida Department of Health 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL)  

 

This letter expressed concern regarding reports that Rebekah Jones, the 

geographic information system manager for Department of Healthôs Division of 

Disease Control and Health Protection, who manages the Stateôs Coronavirus 

data portal, was removed from her job. She has raised serious concerns about the 

lack of transparency of COVID-19 data being reported by the State of Florida, 

and the letter urged that FL COVID-19 data be shared accurately. 

 

5/20/2020 DOD to Extend National Guard Activations for COVID-19 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Cheri Bustos (D-IL), Representative 

Max Rose (D-NY), and Representative Debra Haaland (D-NM)  

 

This letter followed reporting in Politico that most Title 32 activations for the 

National Guard expire right before the 90-day deadline for receiving certain 

federal benefits. The letter calls on DOD to explain the rationale for the deadline 

and urges DOD to extend Title 32 status for the duration of the ongoing 

presidential emergencies. 

 

5/20/2020 National Guard ï COVID -19 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump; Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, 

Department of Defense; and Hon. Peter Gaynor, Administrator, FEMA, 

Department of Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jason Crow (D-CO)  

 

More than 45,000 Guardsmen have deployed in response to the coronavirus. 

They have provided logistical support, humanitarian relief, and medical care to 

hard hit communities across the country. The capability and capacity provided 

by the Guard has provided our communities with urgently needed relief. These 

Guardsmen have left their regular jobs and families to pursue their mission of 

helping Americans in need. This letter is requesting they urgently provide the 

health care, leave benefits, and status certainty they deserve as they continue 

their mission.  
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5/20/2020 Restoration and Resilience Jobs 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI), 

Representative Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), Representative Jared Huffman (D-CA), 

Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA), Representative Debra Haaland (D-

NM), Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE)  and Representative Ruben 

Gallego (D-AZ) 

 

This letter urged House leadership to include a ñRestoration and Resilience 

Jobsò program in future economic recovery packages. As unemployment surges 

past 30 million American workers, millions of good paying jobs can be created 

restoring natural resources and bolstering community resilience. Restoration 

investments generate more jobs compared to other alternatives, because most of 

the investment goes towards labor, rather than materials. An analysis of the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act showed conservation investments 

generated 15 to 33 jobs per million dollars and an economic return of $2.40 for 

every $1 invested. 

 

5/20/2020 Put Workers First, Ensure Accountability Protections in Corporate Bailouts 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jerome Powell, Chair, Federal Reserve 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Representative 

Lloyd Doggett (D-TX), and Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged Secretary Mnuchin and Chair Powell to prevent tax dollars 

from being used to reward shareholders/executives or increase CEO-to-worker 

pay disparities; to put workers first and give them a seat at the table; to ensure 

corporate transparency; and to ensure companies headquartered outside of the 

U.S. be ineligible for federal support. 

 

5/21/2020 Support Community Health Centers 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY), Representative 

Diana DeGette (D-CO), Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), and 

Representative Jackie Walorski (R-IN)  

 

This letter urged the Secretary to provide an allotment of funding from the 

Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund, appropriated by the CARES 

Act as well as the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement 

Act, specifically to community health centers. These safety-net organizations are 

on the frontlines of treating coronavirus patients and help alleviate the strain on 

hospitals.  
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5/21/2020 Ensure Social Security Beneficiaries Receive the $500 Dependent Cash 

Assistance from the CARES Act Before 2021 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; Hon. 

Andrew Saul, Commissioner, Social Security Administration; and Hon. Robert 

Wilkie, Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs 

Primary Sending Office: Representative David Cicilline (D-RI) 

 

This letter urged the Administration to ensure all eligible Social Security 

beneficiaries, Veterans Affairs recipients, and Supplemental Security Income 

recipients are able to receive the $500 per child cash assistance that was included 

in the CARES Act before 2021. 

 

5/22/2020 Protect Farmworkers and Their Families 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged House leadership to provide or direct the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) to provide funds to protect farmworkers and their children 

as the workers are essential and there is constant contact with people due to 

living and working conditions. 

 

5/22/2020 Assistance for Small and Volunteer Fire Departments 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Al Lawson (D-FL) 

 

This letter to leadership is in support of volunteer firefighter departments 

funding in the next coronavirus aid package. The Heroes Act would appropriate 

$500 million to the Assistance to Firefighter Grant, however it also eliminates 

statutory protections that require the Administrator of FEMA to allocate 25 

percent of grant awards to voluntary fire departments. The letter expressed that 

waiving these protections would hinder volunteer and small departments from 

receiving their equitable shares of funding. 
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5/22/2020 Coronavirus Oral Health 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nanette Barragán (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested that House Leadership ensure that any upcoming legislation 

regarding the COVID-19 pandemic includes strong measures to maintain dental 

coverage for Americans who have lost their employer-based benefits, and to 

ensure access to pediatric and adult dental coverage in the Medicaid program. 

The letter asks for an additional temporary FMAP increase that can support state 

Medicaid programs to continue full access to adult and pediatric dental services, 

plus the establishment of a $75 million public oral health infrastructure fund to 

support state and local health departments to improve oral health care delivery, 

prevention, surveillance, and workforce training. 

 

5/27/2020 Support Increased K-12 Public Education Funding in Next Aid Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rashida Tlaib (D-MI), Representative 

Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), and Representative Jahana Hayes (D-CT) 

 

This letter urged leadership to include $305 billion to the State Fiscal 

Stabilization Fund for grants to States to support public schools. 

 

5/27/2020 Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands Preparedness Ahead of Hurricane Season 

Addressed to: Hon. Peter Gaynor, Administrator, FEMA, Department of 

Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nydia Velázquez (D-NY), 

Representative Stacey Plaskett (D-VI), and Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) 

 

This letter aimed to assess FEMAôs current capabilities in addressing needs in 

Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands given multiple ongoing projects, including 

the coronavirus and previous natural disaster recovery efforts. 
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5/28/2020 Mental Health Services for Students 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Grace Napolitano (D-CA) and 

Representative John Katko (R-NY) 

 

This letter urged leadership to include HR 1109, the Mental Health Services for 

Students Act in the next coronavirus package. HR 1109 has 126 bipartisan co-

sponsors and has the support of 60+ mental health organizations, universities, 

local governments and teacher unions. It is now time to act on this bill, which 

has had broad support for years. While schools work to navigate this pandemic, 

it is important that we provide them with the resources to create a mental health 

plan to reach their students during this stressful time. 

 

5/28/2020 Eviction Moratorium  

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Charlie Crist (D-FL)  

 

This letter requested the extension of the eviction moratorium Governor 

DeSantis initiated in Florida, which is set to expire on June 2, 2020. 

 

5/28/2020 Planned Parenthood Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Eligibility 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nydia Velázquez (D-NY), 

Representative Judy Chu (D-CA), Representative Barbra Lee (D-CA), 

Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), and Representative Diana DeGette 

(D-CO) 

 

This letter urged the SBA to stop targeting Planned Parenthood healthcare 

centers and recommends they instead dedicate critical resources to ensuring that 

small businesses and not-for-profit organizations across the United States can 

access the financial support they critically need during the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 

5/28/2020 Support Military Treatment Facilities 

Addressed to: House Armed Services Committee Chairman Adam Smith and 

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bill Posey (R-FL) and Representative 

Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

 

This letter supported language to prohibit the planned downsizing of military 

hospitals and clinics. The restructuring of Military Treatment Facilities (MTF) 

was included in the FY17 NDAA and medical billet cuts were proposed in the 

FY21 Department of Defense (DoD) budget. 
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6/02/2020 Maternal/Child Health  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO), 

Representative Susan Brooks (R-IN), Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY), and 

Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 

 

This letter urged leadership to include HR 1109, the Mental Health Services for 

Students Act in the next coronavirus package. HR 1109 has 126 bipartisan co-

sponsors and has the support of 60+ mental health organizations, universities, 

local governments and teacher unions. It is now time to act on this bill, which 

has had broad support for years. While schools work to navigate this pandemic, 

it is important that we provide them with the resources to create a mental health 

plan to reach their students during this stressful time. 

 

6/04/2020 Unidentified DOJ Personnel in D.C. 

Addressed to: Hon. William Barr, Attorney General, Department of Justice 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), Representative 

Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), and Representative Donald Beyer (D-VA)  

 

This letter demanded AG Barr immediately order the restoration of identifying 

information to the uniforms of all DOJ personnel deployed within the city of 

Washington, D.C., as well as information on who ordered unidentified security 

personnel be deployed; identification of the authority for the removal of 

identifying insignia/patches/nameplates; information on who told these offices to 

refuse to answer inquiries regarding who they were & under which authority 

they were occupying D.C.; identification of all units present & unidentified; & 

request information on any plans that were in place should agitators have 

impersonated the unidentified personnel. 

 

6/05/2020 Fund DOJ Civil Rights Division to Investigate, Prosecute, and Seek Justice 

Addressed to: House Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Jose Serrano and 

Ranking Member Robert Aderholt   

Primary Sending Office: Representative Tony Cárdenas (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, 

Justice, and Science (CJS) to increase funding levels for the U.S. Department of 

Justice Civil Rights Division (CRT) to at least $200 million (+46.8 FY2020). 

This division, created by the Civil Rights Act of 1957, is responsible for 

enforcing Federal statutes that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, disability, and religion. As one of its central tools for 

accomplishing police reform, restoring police-community trust, and 

strengthening officer and public safety, CRT has the authority to investigate and 

litigate cases involving ña pattern or practice of conduct by law enforcement 

officersò that violate Constitutional or federal rights.  
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6/05/2020 Support Health Equity in the Next Stimulus Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Tony Cárdenas (D-CA), 

Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE), Representative John Katko (R-

NY), Representative Joseph Kennedy (D-MA) and Representative Brian 

Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 

 

This letter requested that Congressional Leadership include provisions that 

provide critical healthcare services to support underserved communities be 

prioritized and included in future stimulus legislation. These provisions include 

funding for testing, public health agencies, Health Centers, the Indian Health 

Service, and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. 

 

6/09/2020 USPS Support  

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Levin (D-CA) and 

Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 

 

This letter urged $25 billion in emergency grants for the USPS to offset COVID-

19 revenue losses and allow improved access to borrowing authority from the 

Department of the Treasury. 

 

6/10/2020 Condemning the Rollback of Policies to Hold Police Accountable 

Addressed to: Hon. William Barr, Attorney General, Department of Justice 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Tim Ryan (D-OH) 

 

This letter called for: Support of efforts to eliminate the use of force, conduct 

stringent oversight and investigations and hold individual law enforcement 

officers and police departments accountable for police brutality, racial profiling 

and violence; The Department of Justice to reinstitute its authority to investigate 

individual instances of police brutality, racial profiling as well as police 

departments that repeatedly violate civil rights; and Development of an 

immersive, real-life, scenario-based training curriculum that reflects and 

prepares officers for unique challenges and prioritizes improving community-

police relations, de-escalation and crisis intervention and alternatives to use of 

deadly force. It is time for our nation to take bold action and condemn police 

brutality and the DOJ should proceed forward with addressing police brutality. 

 

 



 
 

116th Congress 
  136 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

6/11/2020 Excise Tax 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy; and House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Richard Neal and 

Ranking Member Kevin Brandy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rodger Williams (R-CA) and 

Representative Jason Crow (D-CO) 

 

This letter requested that H.R. 1175- the Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax 

Reform Act ï be considered on the House floor or included in future COVID-19 

legislation. This bill has 352 cosponsors and would reduce the federal excise tax 

rates on alcohol producers and distillers. 

 

6/11/2020 Support ACA Navigator Funding 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) and 

Representative Abigail Spanberger (D-VA)  

 

This letter urged Secretary Azar and Administrator Verma to increase funding 

awards to healthcare ñNavigatorsò in states that rely on federally facilitated 

marketplaces. The Navigatorsô role as a resource for fair, accurate, and impartial 

healthcare coverage information is incredibly important as 13-16% (depending 

on which labor report you read) of Americans are unemployed and having 

difficulty finding coverage. Navigatorsô work has been especially important in 

improving health care coverage rates in marginalized communities that 

traditionally struggle to access care, but they have had their budget slashed 

despite the growth in need for their assistance.  

 

6/12/2020 Support Ports of Tampa and Palm Beachôs WRDA Request  

Addressed to: House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman 

Peter DeFazio and Ranking Member Sam Graves 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested that T&I include language in WRDA that would permit 

USACE to maintain important shipping channels fully and consistently at the 

advance maintenance approved depth to assure the reliability so economic 

activity may continue at the fullest capacity authorized. 
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6/12/2020 Reconsider Using Florida Ports of Entry for South African Citrus Imports 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darren Soto (D-FL) and 

Representative Bill Posey (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested that the USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service (APHIS) consider other ports besides those located in Florida regarding 

the importation of fresh citrus from South Africa. The importation of these fruits 

increases the likelihood of introducing new exotic plant pests within Florida. 

 

6/15/2020 Protect Farmworkers During COVID -19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX) 

 

This letter, led by Congressional Hispanic Caucus Members, to Congressional 

leadership, requesting support and protections for farmworkers during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. Farmworkers are front line workers who are 

laboring every day to feed America and maintain the world food supply. 

 

6/15/2020 Opposing Offshore Oil Drilling 

Addressed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Secretary, Department of the Interior 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL), Representative 

Darren Soto (D-FL), Representative Matt Gaetz (R-FL), and Representative 

Francis Rooney (R-FL) 

 

This letter urged Secretary Bernhardt to protect the coasts of Florida from oil and 

gas development and asked for clarification on the Department of Interiorôs 

plans for drilling off the coasts of Florida. 

 

6/15/2020 Support Economic Relief for the Clean Energy Industry 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), 

Representative Matt Cartwright (D-PA) and Representative Mike Levin (D-CA) 

 

This letter highlighted the impacts COVID-19 has had on the clean energy 

industry and urges support for economic relief for this industry through direct 

payment of existing tax incentives and delaying the phase down of these credits. 

There has been great growth in this industry, especially in FL, and this crisis 

could be a huge setback for progress. 
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6/16/2020 Reports of Offshore Drilling on Floridaôs East Coast 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged that President Trump immediately commit to Floridians and to 

the nation that he will not support drilling in the Eastern Gulf and to clearly 

communicate to Senators McConnell, Rubio, and Scott, that if the Senate passes 

an offshore drilling bill like the House, that he would swiftly sign such 

legislation into law.  

 

6/16/2020 Lift the Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies (REMS) Imposed by the 

FDA on Mifepristone 

Addressed to: Stephen Hahn, M.D., Commissioner, Food and Drug 

Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO), 

Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA), 

and Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged the FDA to use all its authorities to take steps to remove deadly 

chemicals from baby food. As noted in the recent CNN report, tests continue to 

find harmful chemicals in baby food that can have long term impacts on the 

health, development, and well-being of these children.  The GAO has already 

called for the FDA to work with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to 

develop a mechanism to coordinate the development of methods to detect 

contaminants in food, including arsenic in rice, a recommendation it reiterated in 

a letter earlier this year to the Department of Health and Human Services. 

 

6/16/2020 COVID -19 Vaccine Trial Participant Data Collection 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; Stephen Hahn, M.D., Commissioner, Food and Drug Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lauren Underwood (D-IL) and 

Representative Sean Casten (D-IL)  

 

This letter urged the FDA to collect and report the aggregate sex, race, and 

ethnicity data of all participants in COVID-19 vaccine trials and a report of the 

steps taken to ensure that ongoing and upcoming COVID-19 vaccine trials have 

diverse and representative participation of historically underrepresented 

subgroups. Collecting and reporting demographic data on vaccine trial 

participants would ensure that the eventual COVID-19 vaccine is safe and 

effective for the entire U.S. population without slowing the pace of the vaccine 

development process. 
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6/16/2020 Pandemic Partial Unemployment 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL)  

 

This letter demanded that Governor DeSantis take action to fix failures in 

Floridaôs unemployment system which is preventing partially unemployed 

Floridians from receiving benefits. 

 

6/18/2020 Florida Delegation ï K-12 Education Funding 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Frederica Wilson (D-FL)  

 

This letter asked for clarity about the state plans regarding use of CARES 

ESSER Funds, and how it plans to disperse funding through the Governorôs 

Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund. 

 

6/18/2020 Executive Order on Accelerating the Nationôs Economic Recovery from the 

COVID -19 Emergency by Expediting Infrastructure Investments and Other 

Activities 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA)  

 

This letter expressed opposition to the Executive Order signed on June 4, 2020 

titled, ñEO on Accelerating the Nationôs Economic Recovery from the COVID-

19 Emergency by Expediting Infrastructure Investments and Other Activitiesò 

(Order) and to requested immediate withdraw. This E.O. undermines the 

protections that the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), 

Endangered Species Act (ESA), and Clean Water Act (CWA) provides not just 

nature, but also to communitiesô rights to provide comment on federal projects. 

 

6/22/2020 Statewide Mask Order 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

and Representative Donna Shalala (D-FL)  

 

This letter urged Governor DeSantis to issue a statewide mask mandate. 
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6/22/2020 Ocean and Costal Restoration and Recovery 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and 

Representative Don Young (R-AK)  

 

This letter requested that House leadership work with the respective Committees 

to provide robust federal investments in coastal restoration and resilience, ocean 

data and monitoring, and research and extension efforts in any future recovery 

package to help rebuild our blue economy and create good-paying jobs. It 

emphasizes significant investments in NOAA, including in their Coral Reef 

Conservation Program. 

 

6/24/2020 Florida Delegation ï Meeting Request 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

and Representative Theodore Deutch (D-FL)  

 

This letter followed up on the letter to Governor DeSantis on May 8. Now in 

light of spiking cases we asked for the Governor to meet with the delegation 

with hopes of regular communications. 

 

6/25/2020 Civic Education SEED 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative John Lewis (D-GA) 

 

This letter expressed strong support of two grant applications by the Center for 

Civic Education (the Center) for U.S. Department of Education Supporting 

Effective Educator Development (SEED) Program funding. These grants, which 

total $25.9 million over three years, would provide teacher professional 

development in the field of elementary, middle, and high school civics and 

government across the country. 

 

6/25/2020 SNAP Program Benefits Increase During COVID-19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Marcia Fudge (D-OH), Representative 

John Katko (R-NY), and Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA) 

 

This letter asked leadership to increase the maximum SNAP benefit by 15 

percent and increase the minimum monthly benefit to $30 for the duration of this 

COVID-19 crisis, and to suspend administrative rules that have the potential to 

weaken applicants' eligibility. These modifications were included in the Heroes 

Act. 

  



 
 

116th Congress 
  141 

Legislative Accomplishments 

Office of Congressman Alcee L. Hastings  

 

FL-20 

6/25/2020 The HBCU Capital Financing Program 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alma Adams (D-NC) 

 

This letter requested the inclusion of the HBCU Capital Finance Debt Relief Act, 

which would cancel all debt obligations for Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities in the HBCU Capital Financing Program, in any final COVID-relief 

or infrastructure package. 

  
6/25/2020 Economic Impact Payments Issued Through Pre-Paid Debit Cards 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged the Secretary to resolve the numerous issues recipients have 

experienced when receiving their Economic Impact Payment (EIP) on pre-paid 

debit cards. For example, there had been no notice for recipients to expect their 

EIP on a debit card and they threw them away, fees are charged for ATM 

withdrawals, and some transactions require internet, hindering those with limited 

access. 

  
6/26/2020 Addressing White Supremacy and Extremism in the Armed Forces 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gilbert Cisneros (D-CA)  

 

This letter requested answers from the Secretary of Defense regarding existing 

Department of Defense (DoD) policy towards military personnel who are 

members of or actively participate in white supremacist and/or extremist 

organizations or hold sympathies with such ideologies. 

 

6/26/2020 Local Level Police Reform 

Addressed to: Palm Beach County Commissioners and Mayor 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL)  

 

This letter urged Palm Beach County's officials to implement local-level police 

reform based on the Justice in Policing Act, specifically in regards to banning 

chokeholds, no-knock warrants, and racial profiling; ending qualified immunity 

to hold officers accountable for constitutional violations; implementing & using 

data collection to include body cameras; and establishing new policing 

standards.  
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6/30/2020 Ability to Benefit  

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alma Adams (D-NC) and 

Representative Ted Budd (R-NC) 

 

This letter urged the Department of Education to issue clear guidance on Ability 

to Benefit (ATB) programs so more Americans can be upskilled into these good 

jobs, especially in light of the unemployment caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

7/02/2020 Extend Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC)  

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Danny Davis (D-IL) and 

Representative Dan Kildee (R-MI)  

 

This letter advocated to extend the Federal Pandemic Unemployment 

Compensation (FPUC), the $600 per week federal benefit, through January 31, 

2021. Right now, the benefit is scheduled to expire at the end of July, meaning 

millions of out-of-work Americans are facing a cliff while the economy is still in 

distress. 

  
7/02/2020 Opposing Corporate Tax Breaks that Increase Inequality 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lloyd Doggett (D-TX), 

Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), Representative Steve Cohen (D-TN), 

Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH), and Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI)  

 

This letter urged leadership to oppose more corporate tax breaks that would 

widen the income gap. Many companies that benefited from the nearly $600 

billion worth of no-strings-attached corporate tax breaks for the next two years 

continue to reward wealthy investors through stock buybacks while laying off 

workers. The Congressional Budget Office recently found that aid to state and 

local governments and increased Medicare spending are far more effective at 

stimulating the economy than more business tax breaks. 
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7/03/2020 Amicus Bereft Opposing Trump Administrationôs EPA SAFE Vehicles Rule 

Addressed to: U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 

Primary Sending Office: Committee on Energy and Commerce Chairman 

Frank Pallone and Senator Thomas Carper (D-DE)  

 

Chairman Pallone (Energy & Commerce) and Senator Carperôs bicameral 

amicus brief opposing the National Highway Traffic Safety Administrationôs 

(NHTSA) and Environmental Protection Agencyôs (EPA) joint final ñSafer 

Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule Part One,ò which undermines 

the protections afforded by the Obama Clean Car Standards and Californiaôs 

ability to set its own clean air standard. This brief is a critical component of the 

litigation around the Trump administrationôs decision to deny long-standing state 

authority to set emission standards that are at least as stringent as federal 

standards. Congress has always recognized Californiaôs authority to set 

emissions standards and the ability of states with non-attainment zones to follow 

Californiaôs standards. This brief lays out the legislative history and intent of 

Congress and is an important addition to the case. 

 

7/07/2020 Remdesivir Shortage 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Charlie Crist (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed strong opposition to the Trump Administration's 

reproductive health proposed rule as it would impose unnecessary and onerous 

burdens on insurers and consumers with the goal of eliminating abortion 

coverage in the Affordable Care Act marketplace and denying women 

comprehensive health insurance. 

 

7/08/2020 Support for Seasonal Trade 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gregory Stuebe (R-FL) 

 

This letter addressed the promises made to Florida, assuring they would initiate 

an investigation into Mexicoôs illegal dumping of seasonal produce. The letter 

requested this commitment be honored, and it conducted along with Floridaôs 

Congressional delegation. 
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7/08/2020 Child Care Relief 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rodney Davis (R-IL) and 

Representative Tom Emmer (R-MN)  

 

This letter expressed that childcare providers receive timely and targeted 

assistance during this challenging period to help stabilize the industry. In the 

wake of widespread closures, additional federal relief will ensure that childcare 

providers are able to survive this crisis in order to remain viable and available to 

serve children and families that depend on them. Parents, and the American 

economy, are relying on the childcare industry for a successful economic 

recovery. 

 

7/08/2020 Protect LGBTQ+ Across all Federal Agencies 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Chris Pappas (D-NH) 

 

This letter requested an immediate review of existing Executive Branch policies 

in light of the June 15 Bostock v. Clayton County SCOTUS decision that Title 

VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 protects employees against discrimination 

based on their sexual orientation or gender identity. It provides examples of such 

discriminatory executive policies (I EDC) and requests the administration to 

"review and revoke or revise all federal agency regulations, federal agency 

policies, and executive orders permitting discrimination against LGBTQ 

people." It further asks him to identify the steps being taken to implement 

the Bostock decision across all federal agencies. 

 

7/09/2020 Pediatric Research on COVID-19 

Addressed to: Hon. Francis Collins, MD, Director, National Institutes of Health 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY) and 

Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) 

 

This letter asked the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to prioritize research 

focused on the impact of the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) on children and 

adolescents. 
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7/10/2020 International Students 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI) and 

Representative Mark Pocan (D-WI) 

 

This letter urged the Trump administration to rescind recently announced 

changes to the Student and Exchange Visitor Program, which would require 

international students to leave the country if they are taking classes online only 

in the fall 2020 semester. 

 

7/16/2020 Head Start Program Funding 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Dina Titus (D-NV) and Representative 

John Katko (R-NY)  

 

This letter requested that Congress prioritize $1.7 billion for Head Start 

programs in the upcoming coronavirus relief package. Even in the midst of the 

COVID-19 crisis, Head Start and Early Head Start programs have worked 

diligently to ensure over one million children annually receive vital nutritional, 

educational, and developmental care. 

 

7/17/2020 Florida Delegation ï Regarding need for Remdesivir 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donna Shalala (D-FL) and Senator 

Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concern and need for increased allotments of Remdesivir as 

Florida experiences a major increase in hospitalizations of patients afflicted with 

COVID-19. 

 

7/20/2020 Opposing HUDôs Anti-Transgender Proposed Rule 

Addressed to: Hon. Benjamin S. Carson, Secretary, Department of Housing and 

Urban Development 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jennifer Wexton (D-VA), 

Representative Joseph P. Kennedy III (D-MA), Representative Frank Pallone Jr. 

(D-NJ), and Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI) 

 

This letter expressed strong opposition to its proposed rule change to the Equal 

Access Rule, ñMaking Admission or Placement Determinations Based on Sex in 

Facilities Under Community Planning and Development Housing Programs," 

which would weaken protections for transgender individuals experiencing 

homelessness, essentially empowering federally funded emergency homeless 

service providers to discriminately turn them away.  
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7/20/2020 Combat Anti-Asian Bias During COVID-19 

Addressed to: Hon. William Barr, Attorney General, Department of Justice 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ted Lieu (D-CA), Representative Judy 

Chu (D-CA), Representative Rob Woodall (R-GA) and Representative Pete 

Olson (R-TX) 

 

This letter expressed concerns about an apparent increase in verbal and physical 

attacks as well as discrimination against Asian Americans related to the spread 

of COVID-19. This bipartisan letter to Attorney General Barr urges him to 

continue to condemn these acts of anti-Asian bias and to inform signatories of 

the steps the Department of Justice is taking to combat them. 

 

7/20/2020 Dog Testing in Drug Development 

Addressed to: Stephen Hahn, M.D., Commissioner, Food and Drug 

Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Brendan Boyle (D-PA) and 

Representative Scott Perry (R-PA) 

 

This letter discussed a regulatory requirement of animal trials for drugs despite 

already having been tested on humans and proven safe and effective or having 

alternatives that can save money, time, and prove more ñhuman relevant.ò 

 

7/21/2020 Tri -Caucus Child Care Credit 

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX), 

Representative Judy Chu (D-CA) and Representative Karen Bass (D-CA) 

 

This letter emphasized that targeted assistance is crucial to keeping open many 

of the nationôs currently closed licensed child care centers and homes will be 

unable to stay open to serve our countryôs working families, child care deserts 

will be exacerbated,  and millions of staff employed by this industry will be 

left  without  a job. 

 

7/22/2020 Account for PPP Data Inaccuracies 

Addressed to: Hon. Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business 

Administration 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jason Crow (D-CO) and 

Representative Nydia Velázquez (D-NY) 

 

This letter urged the SBA to provide more information on the data gathering 

process, their efforts to independently verify that data, what efforts they will 

undertake to correct this data in future releases, and what resources SBA needs 

from Congress in order to do so. 
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7/22/2020 Nonprofits in COVID Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Emmanuel Cleaver II (D-CO)  

 

This letter urged the SBA to provide more information on the data gathering 

process, their efforts to independently verify that data, what efforts they will 

undertake to correct this data in future releases, and what resources SBA needs 

from Congress in order to do so. 

 

7/22/2020 Florida Lobster Relief Program 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

 

This letter requested the USDA include Florida Spiny Lobster fishermen and 

producers in the forthcoming lobster relief program, which President Trump 

announced in his June 24th Memorandum on Protecting the United States 

Lobster Industry as a response to Chinese tariffs. 

 

7/23/2020 Hot Food Purchase Using SNAP 

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Grace Meng (D-NY) and 

Representative Adriano Espaillat (D-NY) 

 

This letter requested that leadership include language in any Senate COVID 

supplemental legislation providing the USDA authority to waive restrictions on 

beneficiaries using SNAP to purchase hot foods. This language was included in 

the HEROES Act following the USDA's determination they did not have the 

authority to provide such a waiver. 

 

7/24/2020 Urging the Extension of the Payroll Support Program 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR) 

 

This letter urged House and Senate Leadership to extend the CARES Act Payroll 

Support Program for airline workers (not the airlines) to the end of March 2021.  
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7/28/2020 Amicus Brief for Lawsuit Challenging DeVosôs Title IX Rule 

Addressed to: U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts 

Primary Sending Office: Democratic Womenôs Caucus 

 

This amicus brief opposed the Trump Administrationôs final Title IX rule. The 

lawsuit filed by the National Womenôs Law Center, Transgender Law Center, 

the Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund (TLDEF), the Center for 

Health Law and Policy Innovation (CHLPI) of Harvard Law School, and law 

firm Hogan Lovells asserts that the new rule violates the Administrative 

Procedures Act by being contrary to law and arbitrary and capricious. The 

National Womenôs Law Center filed a request for a preliminary injunction, and 

the amicus brief would be in support of that request. The amicus brief will make 

the case that the final rule is arbitrary and capricious because it does not 

adequately account for the costs imposed when schools fail to prevent and 

properly investigate sexual harassment and sexual violence. It contradicts 

Congressional intent for Title IX as not only a ban on discriminatory conduct by 

recipients of federal funds but also as a means to remedy sex discrimination in 

education and provide individuals effective protection against these practices. 

The final rule also contravenes Title IX by substantially narrowing the 

responsibility of schools to investigate sexual harassment and assault and 

imposing unfair burdens on victims; conflicts with the text and purpose of Title 

IX by adopting a deliberate indifference standard for enforcement; and would 

treat sexual harassment and sexual violence differently than other forms of 

discrimination prohibited by similar civil rights statutes. 

  
7/28/2020 USACE Lake Okeechobee LORS 2008 Planned Deviation 

Addressed to: Colonel Andrew Kelly, Commander, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers Jacksonville District 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concerns over the planned deviation from the LORS 2008 

schedule, risking water access for numerous interests and requesting an 

extension of the comment period. 

 

7/28/2020 Protect Medicaid Maintenance of Effort 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Charles 

Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Terri Sewell (D-AL) and 

Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX) 

 

This letter urged Democratic Leadership to reject proposals to weaken the 

protections of the MOE. MOE prevents states from restricting Medicaid 

eligibility, whether through explicit policy changes or by introducing 

burdensome new procedures that make it hard for eligible people to get covered 

and prevents states from terminating coverage during the public health 

emergency. 
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7/29/2020 Transit Agencies Need Emergency Supplemental Funds 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jesús García (D-IL), Representative 

Gwen Moore (D-WI), Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), and 

Representative Mark Takano (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged House and Senate leadership to provide at least $32 billion in 

emergency supplemental funding for public transit agencies through 2021. 

 

7/30/2020 Include Funds for Needy Tenants 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jesús García (D-IL) and 

Representative Adriano Espaillat (D-NY) 

 

This letter urged House and Senate leadership to include $100 billion for 

emergency rental assistance in the next COVID-19 relief package. 

 

7/30/2020 Restaurant Relief 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) and 

Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 

 

This letter requested that House leadership include the RESTAURANTS Act in 

future COVID relief, which would create a $120 billion restaurant revitalization 

fund that is available through 2020 and can be used for everything from payroll 

and benefits to food, utilities, and rent. 

  
7/30/2020 Medicare Crisis Program 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) and 

Representative Joseph Kennedy III (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged House leadership to expand public health insurance coverage 

for the unemployed and uninsured in the next stimulus package. 
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7/30/2020 Florida Delegation ï Physical School Reopening Mandate 

Addressed to: Hon. Ron DeSantis, Governor, Florida 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Al Lawson (D-FL)  

 

This letter urged the Governor to reevaluate his administrationôs decision, in 

light of the growing number of COVID-19 cases, to require all school districts 

and scholarship student accepting private schools to reopen for in person 

educational instruction in August 2020. 

  
8/03/2020 Youth Sports Relief 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Max Rose (D-NY) 

 

This letter requested the federal government provide much-needed relief for 

youth sports programs, who are facing economic ruin as the pandemic rages on. 

 

8/03/2020 FTC Contact Lens Rule 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bobby Rush (D-IL) and 

Representative Michael Burgess (R-TX) 

 

This letter asked the House to address deficiencies in the FTCôs recently update 

Contact Lens Rule.  Despite the multiple, bipartisan calls to address the issue of 

robocalls in prescription verification, the FTC has chosen to allow this practice 

to continue. Many times, these robocalls are imprecise, inaudible, and hard to 

understand.  Relying on robocalls such as this defeats the purpose of prescription 

verification and endangers patient health, potentially leading to a loss of vision. 

  
8/04/2020 Service Changes That Will Delay Mail Delivery 

Addressed to: Hon. Louis DeJoy, Postmaster General, United States Post Office 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) and 

Representative Peter King (R-NY) 

 

This letter demanded answers from the Postmaster General about the service 

changes heôs trying to implement and that could delay mail delivery. 
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8/04/2020 Support Critical EITC Improvements  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Charles 

Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Dwight Evans (D-PA), Senator Cory 

Booker (D-NJ) and Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged Democratic Leadership to include provisions passed in the 

HEROS Act to expand the Child Tax Credit and Earned Income Tax Credit 

(EITC) for very low-wage workers without children to provide targeted relief to 

struggling households. 

  
8/04/2020 Faulty PPE Distribution  

Addressed to: Hon. Peter Gaynor, Administrator, FEMA, Department of 

Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ), Representative 

Janice Schakowsky (D-IL), Representative Bill Pascrell Jr. (D-NJ), 

Representative Donald Beyer (D-VA), and Representative Maxine Waters (D-

CA) 

 

This letter called on FEMA to respond to how, and the level at which, faulty 

equipment was sent to nursing homes, how it has impacted staff and patients, 

and how FEMA plans to prevent such errors in the future. 

  
8/05/2020 Minority Medical Schools 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

Primary Sending Office: Representative J. Luis Correa (D-CA) 

 

This letter requested that the Speaker retain provisions of the HEROES Act that 

protects funding for medical schools that serve under-served and minority 

communities. This funding is important to closing the health and well-being gap 

between minorities and their white counterparts. 

 

8/06/2020 FMAP Boost in Final COVID Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Susie Lee (D-NV) 

 

This letter urged Leadership to include an increase in the Medicaid Federal 

Medical Assistance Program (FMAP). It specifically asks that the 14% increase 

through January 2021 included in the HEROES Act be included in a final 

COVID relief bill. This would be incredibly helpful to state and local 

governments as they face serious revenue loss and growing demand for 

healthcare coverage.  
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8/06/2020 Support the Census in the Next COVID Package 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jamila Jayapal (D-WA) 

 

This letter urged for an extension for statutory reporting deadlines for 

apportionment and redistricting data and allocate $400 million to address 

continued 2020 Census challenges and modify the deadline to transmit state 

population totals to April 30, 2021. 

  
8/07/2020 Higher Education Relief in COVID Stimulus 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter asked House leadership to consider making changes to the way 

funding is allocated to Institutes of Higher Education (IHE) with a large number 

of graduate students in the next COVID-19 package. The Higher Education 

Emergency Relief (HEER) Fund formula in the CARES Act inadvertently hurts 

institutions with a large number of graduate students since it relies on the 

number of undergraduate Pell Grant-eligible students. This caused institutions 

with high populations of graduate students to have received inadequate aid 

amounts for their size. 

  
8/07/2020 Extend School Meal Waivers 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ilhan Omar (D-MN) and 

Representative Chellie Pingree (D-ME) 

 

This letter called on the USDA to renew waivers enabling the implementation of 

the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) 

and waiving the Area Eligibility Requirement in those programs during the 

entirety of school year 2020-2021. These waivers permit schools and non-profit 

partners across the country to continue to have the necessary flexibilities to 

ensure that children have access to critical nutritious meals during the COVID-

19 pandemic. 
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8/07/2020 FWS Proposed Rule Re: Kenai National Wildlife Refuge  

Addressed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Secretary, Department of the Interior 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), 

Representative Ted Lieu (D-CA), Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) and 

Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) 

 

This letter expressed opposition to a proposed rule that would allow trapping of 

wildlife species without a federal permit within the refuge and would also 

reverse part of a 2016 regulation that prohibited the extreme trophy hunting 

practice of killing brown bears that threaten bait intended for another animal. 

 

8/07/2020 Lebanon Aid 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Darin LaHood (R-IL), Representative 

Debbie Dingell (D-MI), Representative Charlie Crist (D-FL), Representative 

Donna Shalala (D-FL), and Representative Garret Graves (R-LA)  

 

This letter urged Secretary Pompeo to consider available U.S. resources to 

support the immediate humanitarian crisis facing the country, aid in the recovery 

effort ï including medical care and treatment for the injured and efforts for 

cleanup of the blast site and other impacted areas ï and also remain consistent 

with the United Statesô longstanding interest in a secure and independent 

Lebanon.  

  
8/10/2020 Strengthen NAAQS for Particulate Matter 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA), 

Representative Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ), Representative Bobby Rush (D-IL), 

Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE), and Representative Nanette Diaz 

Barragán 

 

This letter opposed the EPA's proposed weak and inadequate standards for PM 

2.5 and calls on the EPA to strengthen the National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards (NAAQS) for particulate matter pollution (PM 2.5).  

 

8/11/2020 Reckless Cuts to Providers  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Bobby Rush (D-IL)  

 

This letter opposed the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Servicesô (CMS) 

final CY2020 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule rule that increased rates for the 

office-based evaluation and management (E/M) code set in CY2021. Due to the 

requirement for budget neutrality, this would result in a significant cut for many 

providers, across multiple specialties and asks for these cuts be waived. 
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8/11/2020 RE: Pastor Steven Tendo, A.201-520-012, Port Isabel Detention Center 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative James McGovern (D-MA)  

 

This letter asked that DHS halt deportation proceedings and immediately release 

from ICE detention on medical and humanitarian parole evangelical minister and 

asylum seeker Pastor Steven Tendo from Uganda. 

 

8/11/2020 Proposed Oil and Gas Lease Sale for Public Lands in Southern Utah 

Addr essed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Secretary, Department of the Interior 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA) and 

Representative Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) 

 

This letter opposed the upcoming 85,000 acres oil and gas lease sale at Bears 

Ears National Monument, Canyonlands and Arches national parks. The Outdoor 

Industry Association estimates that Utahôs outdoor industry generates $12.3B in 

GDP and supports more than 75,000 jobs that canôt be outsourced or automated. 

This world-class recreation destination and region has seen steady economic 

growth for the past 40 years. With support, outdoor recreation will help provide 

jobs and tax receipts bringing prosperity to the eastern Utah areaôs working 

families and local businesses. 

 

8/11/2020 Complete and Accurate Census Count 

Addressed to: Department of Commerce and the Census Bureau 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Marcia Fudge (D-OH) and 

Representative Cedric Richmond (D-LA)  

 

This letter expressed concerns with their decision to end Census enumeration a 

month earlier than previously planned and requesting information on how they 

plan to ensure an accurate Census count in light of this decision. 

  
8/12/2020 Attacking LGBTQ+ Poles 

Addressed to: Andrzej Duda, President, Poland 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Sean Patrick Maloney (D-NY) 

 

This letter condemned the Presidentôs actions and asks that he protect the rights 

and safety of LGBTQ+ citizens in Poland. 
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8/12/2020 Follow Up on Earlier Letter About Service Changes 

Addressed to: Hon. Louis DeJoy, Postmaster General, United States Post Office 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and 

Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) 

 

This letter expressed concerns that the changes the Postmaster General is 

implementing will hurt the USPS and slow delivery of mail, including mail-in-

ballots. 

  
8/13/2020 Continue Critical Research to Support Front Line Communities During the 

Pandemic 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency; and Hon. Francis Collins, MD, Director, National Institutes of Health 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katherine Clark (D-MA)  

 

This letter requested that the NIH and EPA provide a current summary of 

activities and grant programs under EPAôs environmental justice program and an 

outline of any changes that have occurred in light of COVID-19; and 

information on their plan to ensure the sustainability of the joint EPA and NIH 

program supporting Centers of Excellence on Environmental Health Disparities 

(EHD) Research. 

  
8/13/2020 Continue Critical Research to Support Front Line Communities During the 

Pandemic 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Katherine Clark (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged Leadership to include funding and a directive to the EPA to 

continue supporting the Centers of Excellence on Environmental Health 

Disparities in relief funding. 

 

8/14/2020 Consider Climate Change as a Financial Risk 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mike Levin (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged Treasury Secretary Mnuchin to consider climate-related risks to 

the financial system in his role as chair of the Financial Stability Oversight 

Council. The Financial Stability Oversight Council (FSOC), established by 

Dodd-Frank, is made up of the heads of all of the major federal financial 

regulatory agencies, and the Treasury Secretary serves as chair. Despite its 

statutory responsibility to identify risks to financial stability, promote market 

discipline, and respond to emerging risks to the stability of the US financial 

system, the FSOC has never addressed climate changeðwhich has catastrophic 

financial costsðat any of its meetings or in any of its recommendations. 
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8/14/2020 Opposing Pendleyôs Nomination to the Bureau of Land Management 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), Representative 

Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), and Representative Debra Haaland (D-NM) 

 

This letter opposed Pendley's nomination as director to the Bureau of Land 

Management and demanded President Trump withdraw the nomination. Pendley 

has openly sought to undermine its entire mission, has engaged with special 

interests which can influence his decision making to the detriment of BLM, and 

has made comments that indicate his bigotry towards racial, religious, and social 

minorities. 

 

8/17/2020 Equitable Distribution of Vaccines 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Raul Ruiz (D-CA) 

 

This letter called on HHS to ensure that the national COVID-19 vaccine plan 

include strategic efforts with a public health approach to ensure 

the equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines to the American public, so that 

the highest-risk individuals are prioritized. This public health approach requires 

the plan to be fair and effective; prioritize those at highest risk for transmission 

and dying of the disease; and save the greatest number of lives. 

 

8/19/2020 Remove Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 

Addressed to: Robert M. Duncan, Chairman of the Board, U.S. Postal Service 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mark Pocan (D-WI) and 

Representative Katherine Clark (D-MA)  

 

This letter called for the Board of the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) to remove 

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy. Recent actions by DeJoy to delay mail 

delivery and his current investments in USPS competitors demonstrate he is unfit 

to serve Postmaster General and must be removed immediately. 

 

8/19/2020 Payroll Tax Cut and Eviction Executive Order 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter expressed concern and opposition to the ill-conceived Executive 

Order issued by Trump suspending payroll taxes, meaningless eviction 

recommendation, and seizure of monies from FEMA's Disaster Relief Fund 

ahead of a projected above-average hurricane season. These all compound to 

disproportionately impact Floridians' security amid pandemic. 
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8/20/2020 Urging Strong, Continued Support for the United States Postal Service 

during the COVID -19 Pandemic  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donald Payne Jr. (D-NJ) and 

Representative Ayanna Pressley (D-MA)  

 

This letter urged leadership to continue their support for the United States Postal 

Service in COVID-19 relief. 

 

8/20/2020 Opposing the Presidentôs Effort to Defund Social Security 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joseph Kennedy III (D-MA) and 

Representative John Larson (D-CT) 

 

This letter called on the President to rescind his ill-conceived, reckless action to 

destabilize Social Security, and instead pass the HEROES Act which would 

provide real relief to millions of Americans in need.  

 

8/21/2020 Concerns about DHS Reparation of Thirty Vietnamese Nationals 

Addressed to: Hon. Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA) 

 

This letter expresses opposition to deportations especially deportations of 

individuals protected by the 2008 memorandum of understanding between 

Vietnam and the US.   

 

8/22/2020 Additional Older Americans Act Funding 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), 

Representative John Katko (R-NY), Representative Susan Wild (D-PA), and 

Representative Elise Stefanik (R-NY) 

 

This letter called for $1.1 billion in funding for Older Americans Act (OAA) 

programs, including $750 million for OAA Nutrition Services to support the 

delivery of nutritious meals to older adults throughout the country. It also seeks 

additional funding for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and testing 

materials for the social services staff, health care workers, and caregivers who 

provide these services and for the senior adults who receive them. 
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8/24/2020 Protect Cash Payments in COVID-19 Relief 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donald Payne Jr. (D-NJ) 

 

This letter urged that essential businesses continue to accept cash payments 

during the pandemic. This practice leaves under- and un-banked populations 

such as minorities, immigrants, and low-wage earners at a significant 

disadvantage, especially amid pandemic. 

 

8/24/2020 Drilling Off the Coast of Florida  

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 

 

This letter requested the administration confirm that the expansion of oil or gas 

drilling in any offshore planning area around Florida is off the table. It also 

discussed the history of the BP oil spill, the implications of the Gulf for national 

security, as well as Floridaôs statewide opposition to expanding offshore drilling. 

 

8/25/2020 Methane Regulation Rollback 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO) 

 

This letter urged the Administrator to withdraw the agencyôs final rule to rewrite 

the commonsense methane pollution standards put in place by the Obama 

Administration.  The rule change will result in increases of harmful emissions 

that contribute to climate change and sacrifice public health. This decision also 

ignores the fact that our nation continues to grapple with the impacts of a global 

pandemic caused by a severe acute respiratory disease. 

 

8/25/2020 Fresh Cut Roses 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Lighthizer, United States Trade Representative 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) 

 

This letter respectfully requested, within all applicable rules and regulations, for 

the USTRôs full and fair consideration of adding fresh cut roses to the list of 

GSP-eligible products. We understand that this October USTR will consider 

adding fresh cut roses to the list of products eligible for preferential treatment 

under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) and we wholeheartedly 

support you doing so. 
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8/27/2020 Testing Guidelines 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert R. Redfield, MD, Director, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 

 

This letter expressed concern about new CDC guidelines that suggest that not all 

exposed to the Coronavirus need to be tested.  The letter also requested a prompt 

response to questions related to the new guidance. 

 

8/28/2020 Response to USDA Regarding School Meal Waivers 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ilhan Omar (D-MN) and 

Representative Chellie Pingree (D-ME) 

 

This letter urged the USDA to immediately reverse the decision and extend 

school meal waivers for the full 2020-2021 school year, using the authority 

granted by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act. On August 21st 

Secretary Perdue stated in a letter that the Department will not extend these 

flexibilities, claiming they do not have the authority to issue such waivers 

despite Congress having provided clear authority to issue these waivers under 

FFCRA.  

 

8/31/2020 Support Zoos and Aquariums 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA)  

 

This letter advocated for important assistance for zoos and aquariums to 

maintain essential care for hundreds of thousands of animals in the next relief 

package. 

 

8/31/2020 Methane Regulation Rollback 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE), 

Representative Lauren Underwood (D-IL), and Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-

MA)  

 

This letter expressed deep concern over the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) finalizing new rules that would rescind limits on methane pollution from 

the oil and gas industry. These rollbacks are another blatant example of this 

Administrationôs disregard for public health and the environmentð and it is 

especially unsettling given the growing evidence linking exposure to air 

pollution to more severe cases of COVID-19, as well as communities of color 

and those with comorbidities bearing the brunt of these health impacts. 
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9/04/2020 Tele-ICU Technology 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert Wilkie, Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and 

Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

 

This letter supported the expansion of Telehealth technologies at VA Medical 

Centers across Florida. The letter specifically requested the Secretary utilize 

CARES Act funds to expand adoption of tele-Critical Care coverage across 

Florida, which currently has zero ICU beds containing this technology. 

 

9/04/2020 STEM in JROTC 

Addressed to: NDAA Conference  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Anthony Brown (D-MD)  

 

This letter requested the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 National Defense Authorization 

Act (NDAA) conferees retain language authorizing the Secretary of Defense to 

establish a grant program for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

(STEM) education in Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps (JROTC) units. 

The language provides a preference for grants for Title I schools. 

 

9/09/2020 Seeking Answers on Behalf of LGBTQ Students 

Addressed to: Hon. Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education; Hon. 

Kenneth Marcus, then-Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Department of 

Education 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) 

 

This letter requested information about OCRôs policies for processing sexual 

orientation and gender identity-related complaints. In the Departmentôs response 

to this letter on March 26, 2020, they did not adequately respond to our requests 

with appropriate documentation. 

 

9/11/2020 NDAA Provisions Addressing Climate Change and Energy Resilience 

Addressed to: NDAA Conference  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jason Crow (D-CO), Representative 

Don Bacon (R-NE), Representative Debra Haaland (D-NM), Representative 

Veronica Escobar (D-TX), Representative Gilbert Cisneros (D-CA)  

 

This letter requested the NDAA Conference preserve provisions of the House-

passed NDAA related to addressing the climate crisis and energy in the final 

NDAA bill.   
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9/14/2020 Support of 340B Providers 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative David McKinley (R-WV) and 

Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO) 

 

This letter urged HHS to preserve the integral role the 340B program plays in 

ensuring have eligible healthcare organizations access to vital lifesaving 

medications by taking immediate action to stop the denial or limitation of access 

to 340B pricing to hospitals, health centers, and clinics participating in 340B. 

Several pharmaceutical companies have taken a series of troubling actions to 

restrict federally required 340B drug discounts for our safety-net providers. 

 

9/15/2020 Support 988 as Suicide Prevention Hotline 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Seth Moulton (D-MA), Representative 

Chris Stewart (R-UT), Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), and 

Representative Greg Gianforte (R-MT)  

 

This letter stressed the importance of supporting the implementation of the ñ988ò 

three-digit phone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. Without 

expeditious passage, the vision of 988 as a robust crisis intervention resource 

that serves more people in emotional crisis will not be met. 

 

9/16/2020 Whistleblower Complaint 

Addressed to: Hon. Joseph V. Cuffari, Inspector General, Department of 

Homeland Security 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA), 

Representative Judy Chu (D-CA), Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), and 

Representative Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 

 

This letter called for an immediate investigation into reports of mass 

hysterectomies at the Irwin County Detention Center in Ocilla, GA 

 

9/18/2020 Protect Schools and Students from Cybercriminals During COVID-19 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Donna Shalala (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged leadership to include in any additional COVID-19 relief 

legislation robust and targeted funding to help school districts combat the threat 

of cyberattacks. 
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9/18/2020 Joint Vaccine Acquisition Program (JVAP) 

Addressed to: Hon. Mark Esper, Secretary, Department of Defense 

Primary Sending Office: Representative David Trone (D-MD) and 

Representative Jim Banks (R-IN)  

 

This letter requested the reinstatement of the Joint Vaccine Acquisition Program 

(JVAP) and the inclusion of funding for this program in the Fiscal Year 2022 

(FY22) budget request for the Department of Defense. As you know, JVAP 

funds the development of vaccines against two high-priority pathogens, botulism 

and plague. 

 

9/21/2020 Disclosure Avoidance System 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Dillingham, Director, U.S. Census Bureau 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA) and 

Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD) 

 

This letter expressed concern with the Census Bureau's "differential privacy" 

approach to maintain the confidentiality of data. 

 

9/22/2020 Additional Funds for Airports and Airport Concessionaires 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Anthony Brown (D-MD) 

 

This letter requested additional funding for our nationôs airports and critically 

needed relief for concessionaires operating at our nationôs airports. The funding, 

negotiated and supported by the airport industry and airport concessions 

organizations would provide a total of $13.5B- $10B in aid to airports to help 

sustain their operations and pay debt service and $3.5B dedicated to rent and 

minimum annual guarantee abatement for airport concessionaires. Funding for 

airports and concessionaires is critical to the recovery of our aviation system and 

the broader economy.  

 

9/23/2020 Global Health Cooperation 

Addressed to: Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, Department of State; and Hon. 

Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Judy Chu (D-CA) and Representative 

Brad Sherman (D-CA) 

 

This letter expressed serious concerns over the Trump administrationôs reckless 

approach to U.S.ïinternational health cooperation that reversed long-standing 

successful policies advocated on a bipartisan basis by previous administrations. 

We urge you to immediately reestablish common-sense cooperation with the 

global community and to explore additional measures that could further 

strengthen our domestic and international capacity to control the virus and save 

lives. 
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9/24/2020 CY2021 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services; and Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Rodger Marshall (R-KS), 

Representative Bobby Rush (D-IL), Representative Brad Wenstrup (R-OH), 

Representative Terri Sewell (D-AL), Representative David McKinley (R-WV) 

and Representative Tom OôHalleran (D-AZ)  

 

This letter urged HHS and CMS to reconsider the current specialty physician 

cuts set by the CY21 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule. These cuts are all the 

more harmful given the current pandemic and economic downturn. 

 

9/24/2020 Preserve NOAAôs Scientific Integrity and Independence 

Addressed to: Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Department of Commerce; Hon. 

Neil Jacobs, Acting Undersecretary, Department of Commerce 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), Representative 

Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), and Representative Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

 

This letter opposed the appointment of David Legates, who is a known climate-

denier, to this newly created role as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce 

for environmental observation and prediction. He would have a direct line to 

Commerce leadership, placing him in a position to undermine NOAAôs mission 

and reputation, as well as what is left of their mission related to environmental 

preservation and restoration. 

 

9/25/2020 Pharmacist Provider Status  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Kurt Schrader (D-OR) and 

Representative Abby Finkenauer (D-IA)  

 

This letter highlighted pharmacy efforts to respond to COVID-19 and called on 

Speaker Pelosi to include an emergency pharmacist provider status proposal in 

any COVID-19 response vehicle. The inclusion of language in whatever form 

the next COVID-19 package takes would ensure appropriate access to flu and 

COVID-19 tests and would provide temporary authority to permit pharmacies to 

bill Medicare for these services. The next COVID-19 response legislation is a 

critical opportunity to provide pharmacists a clear pathway to be able to serve as 

a provider for tests and immunizations during the public health emergency. 
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9/28/2020 Agriculture Quarantine Inspection (AQI)  

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Julia Brownley (D-CA) 

 

This letter called Leadership's attention to a significant funding shortfall facing 

the Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Agriculture Quarantine Inspection 

(AQI) program, which if left unaddressed could result in the entry of serious 

animal and plant diseases into our county. 

 

9/30/2020 Ensure Abuse Survivors Receive Economic Impact Payments 

Addressed to: Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of Treasury; and 

Hon. Charles Rettig, Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, Department of 

Treasury 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI), Representative 

Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), and Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD) 

 

This letter urged the IRS and Treasury to issue missing EIPs to survivors of 

domestic violence. 

 

10/01/2020 Request a Vote on H.R. 1407 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer, and Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Seth Moulton (D-MA) and 

Representative Steve King (R-IA)  

 

This letter requested that H.R. 1407, which has more than 290 cosponsors, be 

placed on the Consensus Calendar. 

 

10/01/2020 Addressing the Drop in Childhood Lead Exposure Testing 

Addressed to: Hon. Robert R. Redfield, MD, Director, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI) and 

Representative Daniel Kildee (D-MI)  

 

This letter urged the CDC to take actions to address the reported nationwide 

declines in child blood test screening during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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10/01/2020 U.S. ï Kenya Free Trade Agreement and Plastic Pollution 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump 

Primary Sending Office: Senator Tom Udall (D-NM), Senator Jeff Merkley 

(D-MA), Representative Alan Lowenthal (D-CA), Representative Steve Cohen 

(D-TN), and Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) 

 

This letter expressed strong opposition to increasing exports of plastic waste to 

Kenya and to any efforts to weaken Kenyaôs restrictions on single-use plastic 

and other products responsible for plastic pollution. 

 

10/05/2020 Decision to Strip Tongass Protections 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ruben Gallego (D-AZ), 

Representative Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), Representative Deb Haaland (D-NM) and 

Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO) 

 

This letter called on the USDA to preserve Alaskaôs Tongass National Forestôs 

Roadless Rule protections which preserves millions of acres of pristine forest, 

air, and water for flora and fauna, recreation, and indigenous culture. 

 

10/06/2020 Sewer Overflow Control Grant Budget Request 

Addressed to: Hon. Andrew Wheeler, Administrator, Environmental Protection 

Agency  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Lori Trahan (D-MA) and 

Representative Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

 

This letter requested that the EPAôs budget request for FY 2022 include at least 

$500 million for the Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse Municipal Grant 

program (ñSection 221ò). This funding level will significantly improve 

American communitiesô ability to meet their wastewater infrastructure 

improvement needs, including the elimination of combined sewer overflows.  

 

10/06/2020 Raise the Refugee Admissions Cap for FY21 

Addressed to: President Donald J. Trump and Hon. Mike Pompeo, Secretary, 

Department of State  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), 

Representative Donald Beyer (D-VA), Representative Bill Pascrell (D-NJ) and 

Representative David Cicilline (D-RI) 

 

This letter addressed the fact that the Administration failed to meet the statutory 

requirement to meet with Congress before September 30th about the annual 

admissions cap, and now the Administration is recommending a cap of 15,000 

for FY21, a further reduction from the all-time low of 18,000 they set the 

previous year.   
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10/06/2020 Sage Grousing Listing Rider 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer, and House Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI)  

 

This letter urged House leadership and Appropriations Committee Chair Lowey 

to stand firm and uphold the House position to remove the rider prohibiting ESA 

protections for the greater sage-grouse from the final appropriations bill when it 

is negotiated later this year.  This anti-ESA, anti-wildlife rider has been included 

in final appropriations bills since 2014.The House version of the FY 21 Interior 

and Environment appropriations bill has eliminated it, but the Senate majority 

and the administration continues to press for its inclusion. Time is running out 

for the sage-grouse ï this iconic Western bird continues to decline and may soon 

reach the point of no return unless FWS scientists are allowed to use all the tools 

at their disposal. 

 

10/07/2020 NDAA K2 Toxic Exposure  

Addressed to: NDAA Conference  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Mark Green (R-TN) 

 

This letter requested that the final conference agreement retains Section 742 of 

the House-passed NDAA in support of Americaôs K2 Veterans. This critical 

provision, which is not included in the Senate-passed NDAA, requires the 

Secretary of Defense to conduct a study on toxic exposure experienced by the 

more than 10,000 American servicemembers deployed at the Karshi-Khanabad 

(K2) Air Base in Uzbekistan between 2001 and 2005. 

 

10/08/2020 SCOTUS Confirmation of Judge Barrett  

Addressed to: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader 

Schumer; Senate Judiciary Chairman Lindsey Graham and Ranking Member 

Diane Feinstein  

Primary Sending Office: Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO), 

Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA), Representative Judy Chu (D-CA), and 

Representative Ted Deutch (D-FL) 

 

This letter urged Senate Leadership to wait to consider any Supreme Court 

nominee until a nomination can be made by the winner of the upcoming election 

and expresses vehement opposition to the nomination of Judge Amy Coney 

Barrett based on her record expressing her intent to overturn Roe v Wade and 

dismantle the ACA. 
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10/08/2020 Farmer to Families Food Box Program Round 3 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Joseph Morelle (D-NY) 

 

This letter requested a response regarding the serious lack of communication 

from the USDA heading into this final round of the Farm to Families Food Box 

(FFFB) program. There was misinformation on delivery regions and sub-

contractor rules and the decision not to renew many of the round one & two 

contracts.  These last-minute changes have already created a difficult transition 

to the final round and may leave many without the food resource they are 

depending on. 

 

10/08/2020 School Nutrition Program Flexibilities Funding 

Addressed to: Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ilhan Omar (D-MN) and 

Representative Chellie Pingree (D-ME) 

 

This letter urged the USDA to use their authority to immediately extend the 

school meal waivers through the full school year using the authority given to 

them by Congress. 

 

10/09/2020 Politicization of the Search for a COVID-19 Vaccine 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO) and 

Representative Frank Pallone (D-NJ) 

 

This letter expressed concern of the Trump Administration's actions and 

communications that undermined FDA leadership and industry transparency. 

 

10/13/2020 Census 2030 Outreach 

Addressed to: Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Department of Commerce; and 

Hon. Steven Dillingham, Director, U.S. Census Bureau 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Dusty Johnson (R-SD), Representative 

Deb Haaland (D-NM), and Representative Tim Cole (R-OK) 

 

This letter urged the Census Bureau to implement early operations for Indian 

Country and extremely rural areas, akin to what is currently in place for Alaska 

and Island areas. Starting enumeration early will help ensure a more accurate 

count and make sure resources are accurately directed to these areas. 
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10/15/2020 Ensure Non-Filers Receive their EIP 

Addressed to: Hon. Charles Rettig, Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, 

Department of Treasury 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Steve Cohen (D-TN) 

 

This letter called for the IRS to send non-filers a new round of notification letters 

with the correct, updated deadline so they are aware the deadline has been 

extended and to expand its outreach efforts to non-filers beyond notification 

letters. 

 

10/15/2020 Create Parity Between Telehealth Technology Platforms in the MA and 

OACE Risk Adjustment 

Addressed to: Hon. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Terri Sewell (D-AL) and 

Representative Tony Cárdenas (D-CA) 

 

This letter urged CMS to expand diagnosis codes from audio-only telehealth 

services to Medicare Advantage enrollees for purposes of risk adjustment and for 

CMS to apply consistent, fair rules across settings and programs. Currently, their 

guidance that when face to face or other telehealth (e.g. video) options are 

unavailable, audio-only services are equivalent to other options when 

considering risk (i.e. pandemic) in providing services. Currently, CMS is 

unwilling to accept audio-only telehealth diagnoses MA during the COVID-19 

pandemic for risk adjustment purposes. 

 

10/16/2020 Support the Passage of H.R. 5534 before the Conclusion of the 116th 

Congress 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative A. Donald McEachin (D-VA)  

 

This letter drew attention to and urged support for the passage of H.R. 5534, the 

Comprehensive Immunosuppressive Drug Coverage for Kidney Transplant 

Patients Act, before the conclusion of the 116th Congress. This legislation would 

take an important step in addressing the racial disparities that have long affected 

African American kidney transplant recipients, saving lives, and reducing 

Medicare spending by ensuring transplant patients have access to life-saving 

immunosuppressive medications 
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10/20/2020 Youth Homelessness 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy 

Primary Sending Office: Representative John Yarmuth (D-KY)  

 

This letter requested that leadership include H.R. 7950, the Emergency Family 

Stabilization Act (EFSA) into the next stimulus bill. EFSA would create an 

emergency funding stream through the Administration for Children and Families 

(ACF) at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to provide flexible 

funding to meet the unique needs of children, youth, and families experiencing 

homelessness. 

 

10/20/2020 Amicus Brief ï Robocall Prohibitions 

Addressed to: The Supreme Court of the United States 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Anna Eshoo (D-CA) and Senator 

Edward Markey (D-MA)  

 

This amicus brief was filed for the case, Facebook v. Duguid. The brief urged 

the Supreme Court to reject the telemarketersô argument for weakening the 

Telephone Protection Consumer Act of 1991 (TCPA). 

 

10/22/2020 HHS Provider Relief Reporting Requirements 

Addressed to: Hon. Alex Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Primary Sending Office: Representative David McKinley (R-WV) and 

Representative Andy Levin (D-MI)  

 

This letter requested a return to the June reporting requirements for the Provider 

Relief fund, as HHS changed the definition of lost revenue, placing many 

struggling providers in an untenable situation.  Now, funding is only accessible 

for COVID-19-related expenses and lost revenue up to the amount of a 

providerôs 2019 net patient operating income. This change will dramatically 

reduce the amount of lost revenue providers can claim, create a massive 

administrative burden, and force many struggling providers to return some of 

their payments. 
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10/22/2020 Ensure Equity in COVID Research Funding for HBCUs 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Alma Adams (D-NC) and 

Representative Anthony Brown (D-MD) 

 

This letter urged Congressional leadership to ensure equitable access to research 

funds for HBCUs in any future COVID relief package. Specifically, and in order 

to ensure that HBCUs can continue to expand their crucial research and 

development work, we are requesting a set-aside for these institutions of at least 

$1.56 billion in research relief funding provided for IHEs through federal 

agencies and institutes. 

 

10/22/2020 Plan to Prevent the Next Pandemic 

Addressed to: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer 

Primary Sending Office: Representative Ro Khanna (D-CA) and Senator 

Elizabeth Warren (D-MA)  

 

This letter communicated the need to learn from the mistakes of our nationôs 

poor pandemic preparation and response to the COVID-19 pandemic and lay the 

groundwork to prevent and mitigate future pandemics. The current 

Administrationôs response has exposed serious flaws in the countryôs ability to 

combat large scale public health challenges. In addition to passing a robust 

package to address the current crisis, there must be bold and comprehensive 

steps now to ensure the nation is better prepared for the next pandemic. 

 

10/27/2020 Save the Red Wolf 

Addressed to: Hon. David Bernhardt, Secretary, Department of the Interior; 

Hon. Aurelia Skipwith, Director, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 

Interior 

Primary Sending Office: A. Donald McEachin (D-VA), Representative Raúl 

Grijalva (D-AZ), and Representative Donald Beyer (D-VA)  

 

This letter urged the Fish and Wildlife Service to immediately take the steps 

necessary to conserve the wild population of the critically endangered American 

red wolf. Immediate action by the FWS is necessary to ensure a sustainable wild 

red wolf population in North Carolina and beyond, including reintroducing new 

breeding pairs into the wild, restarting the coyote sterilization program, and 

selecting additional, new sites for red wolf reintroductions. Failure to do so 

could result in another extinction event. 

 




